
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14

I believe Christmas is a reminder of how God wants to have a 
relationship with you. You might think it is about presents, or peace 

on earth, or good will to man, that sort of thing, and it is in a lesser way. 
But at the center of the Christmas message is a God of love who desires 
to be with you. That’s right. God wants to spend time with you, to be in a 
relationship with you. Today and forever. That’s why the Father sent Jesus 
to be born as a little baby. It set in motion this whole plan of love in Jesus’ 
death and resurrection that would break through the barrier of sin and 
reunite mankind with Him. A relationship with you was God’s idea from 
the beginning. The Bible says that God walked with Adam and Eve in the 
cool of the day in the Garden of Eden. The Father sent Jesus because He 
wanted to renew that kind of intimate fellowship with us. 

We often sing the classic hymn during the Christmas season, “O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel,” but have you ever thought about what this familiar 
song means? The text is based on the Biblical prophecy from Isaiah 7:14, 
“The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” The name Emmanuel 
literally means “God with us.” God gave Jesus to mankind as the first 
Christmas present. 

The Apostle Paul tells of the wonder of this idea several times in his letters. 
“And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to Himself through 
Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to Him.” 2 Cor. 5:18

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His 
life.” Romans 5:10
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Jesus Himself made it clear that relationship with God should be our highest priority in this life.
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” John 15:7-8

It is God’s will that we remain in fellowship with Him for all eternity. We see this in the beautiful hope-filled words of 
Apostle John in his revelation: “I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among His 
people! He will live with them, and they will be His people. God Himself will be with them.” Revelation 21:3

This is the glorious news that we proclaim to the nations, that Jesus is Emmanuel. By His shed blood, He has ransomed 
captive Israel – and now He lives with us through the precious Holy Spirit. So have a very merry Christmas knowing that 
God loves you and wants to be with you. 

May you know the presence of your Heavenly Father in a special way during this blessed season. And may you join 
with God’s people, in Illinois and beyond, singing this glorious hymn, both now and forevermore: “Rejoice, rejoice, 
Emmanuel, shall come to thee oh Israel.”

NOTE 

This is the last FYI of 2020. The next FYI will come out on January 6. Happy New Year!

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

... our Hispanic pastors and churches in Illinois. This past week, the Hispanic churches of the Illinois Conference held 
an evangelism caravan that was planned and led by our Conference Hispanic Coordinator, Ruben Bullón. Our guest 
evangelist was Elder Alejandro Bullón, and the theme was “Mas Alla Del Dolor,” or “Beyond the Pain.” This reaping 
series resulted in almost 50 baptisms! Praise the Lord!

COVID-19 UPDATE

Our church members, pastors, and teachers all continue to be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. This week, a couple 
of members from our Conference lost their battle with COVID. Others continue to deal with the effects of the disease as 
they recover. Please pray these dear individuals and please, “Mask Up, Back Up, and Wash Up.” May God bless and keep 
each one of you!

NEWS

This Sabbath, December 19th, is our Illinois Conference Second Advent Sabbath, “The 
Hope of the Advent.” Our sermon speaker is Elder Ken Denslow, who is currently the 
Assistant to the President of the North American Division. He is also a former Illinois 
Conference President. We welcome you back, Elder Denslow! To join us, check out the 
Illinois Conference Facebook Page.
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RESOURCES

	 New Series on Mental Health by Jonathan Betlinski, MD; Rachel Scribner, MA; and Gary Parks, MDiv. 
 Are you struggling with mental health issues right now, or do you know someone else who is struggling as we 

near the holidays during this particularly challenging year? Help is available. This new series includes booklets 
on Depression, Anxiety, Suicidal Thoughts, Getting Help, Recovery Tools, Brain Training, and Staying Healthy. 
Purchase the complete set or individual titles. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y4ylgoa4

	 Breath of Life Annual Christmas Special--Breath of Life, in partnership with the Interfaith Broadcasting 
Commission, presents “Glory,” a Christmas special that will air on ABC television affiliates across 
the United States on Friday, December 25. Tune in for a Christmas message from Dr. Carlton P. Byrd, 
Speaker/Director of Breath of Life Television Ministry, and music by award-winning musical artists 
Michael W. Smith, the Oakwood University Aeolians, and more! Go to: https://breathoflife.tv

DID YOU KNOW...

...AdventHealth President/CEO Terry Shaw was recognized as one of Healthcare 100 Most 
Influential People for the second year in a row. 

“Our work is not to make a raid on the government but to prepare people to stand in 
the great day of the Lord. The fewer attacks we make on authorities and powers, the 
more work will we do for God… Do all in your power to reflect the light, but do not 

speak words that irritate or provoke.” 

—Ellen White, Colporteur Evangelist page 173.
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