
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in humans. It 
is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes.” Psalm 
118:8-9

Next week, many will have an opportunity to vote for a Presidential 
candidate. Many will look at that person to be a savior, a person who is 
going to solve all of our problems and the problems of our country. This 
isn’t unique to a United States presidential election. Throughout history, 
people have looked to a person to solve life’s problems. Even Ancient 
Israel turned to political leaders in hopes of salvation. 

In their early history, God had been ancient Israel’s leader, but the people 
were getting restless. So, in 1 Samuel 8, the people asked for a King. The 
reason? So they would be like other nations (1 Sam. 8: 20). Why is this 
significant? Because Israel was supposed to be different. They had been set 
apart from the nations around them. God was supposed to be their king. At 
the time, Samuel was called by God to be the people’s spiritual leader. But 
he was old, and his sons were not following God closely. Understandably, 
the people of Israel were concerned about who would lead them after 
Samuel died. 

Out of worry for the future, the elders of Israel asked Samuel to appoint 
a king to lead the people. After all, every other major nation had a king 
as ruler. Samuel warned them that there were consequences to living like 
everyone else, but the people persisted. Their reasoning? “Then we will be 
like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and 
fight our battles” (vs. 20).  Even though it was GOD who led them, GOD 
who went out before them, and GOD who fought their battles, the people 
decided to place their trust in a man they could see versus a God they 
couldn’t. Israel chose to reject God as King in favor of a man. 
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Now, let’s jump back to the present day.  As the U.S. approaches another election cycle, let’s all take a lesson from the 
Biblical story of the people of Israel and evaluate our heart’s motivation as we prepare to vote. No matter your political 
party or candidate preference, make sure you’re not placing more faith, hope, and trust in a person than you are in the 
One, true God.  As we approach the election– don’t just pray about how to vote but be sure to place your heart’s hope in 
Christ alone. He is the only one who reigns supreme over all, and we can trust Him to lead His people well – no matter 
the election’s outcome. 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE

As you know, a COVID-19 second wave is upon us. Over the last two weeks, COVID cases in Illinois have increased 87%, and 
Illinois is now averaging around 4600 cases a day. Over the last week, Governor Pritzker has announced that 6 of our 11 regions 
are currently in Tier 1 mitigation restrictions. What does this mean for us?  

For our churches—Each church SHOULD implement the Tier 1 mitigation guidelines and protocols. These have been 
communicated to your pastor. Example: Limiting gatherings to less than 25 guests, or less than 25% of room capacity, 
including weddings and funerals, and including outside gatherings. (These mitigations are subject to change depending 
on the region of the State)
 
For our schools—Each region will work with the Illinois Conference Education Department to follow the guidelines based on 
their Tier level. 
  
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. I know we are experiencing pandemic fatigue and long for things to 
get back to normal. Unfortunately, this is the reality of our current situation here in Illinois, so we MUST do our best to 
protect our churches and schools and to be a positive example to the communities we serve. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact John Grys, Conference Executive Secretary. We continue to pray for God’s hand to guide us as we 
navigate the uncertain waters of the day. 

NEWS

	 Save the date and Illinois Conference Theme. 
 I want to invite you to save the following dates and to participate in these Conference-wide events.   

 November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera 
 December 12 - 2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath

 Start preparing now for our theme for next year, 2021: Proclaiming Jesus Passionately!

	 Free Health Expo! Coming Sunday, November 1st, to the Northbrook Seventh-day Adventist Church. For more 
information and registration, go to: www.northbrooksda.org/health-expo  

PRAYER NEWS 

This past Sabbath, we emphasized Prayer throughout our Conference. I really appreciated our speakers, Dr. Joe Kidder 
and Pastor Randy Maxwell, for their messages. If you missed it, you can see it at: https://tinyurl.com/yxjg97ab 
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Also, I challenged each member to do the following four things over the next 30 days:
1. Choose someone you know that is not in a relationship with God; a family member, friend, or co-worker,   
 and pray each day specifically for them by name. Pray that they will open their hearts to God’s Spirit.
2. Add to your prayer focus a time of fasting. The fasting can be from food, or technology, or other.
3. Invite one person who is not part of a church to join you at Sabbath worship, in person, or online.
4. Review your commitment to God and his blessings to you, and be a faithful steward.

May God bless you as you pursue life with Him!

RESOURCES

North American Division 2020 Church Planters Boot Camp--November 12-14
Registration is now open for the North American Division Church Planters Boot Camp.
This three-day experience has been designed and created exclusively for Church Planters, Pastors, Volunteer Lay Pastors, 
Church Planting Core Teams, and Conference/Union Leaders currently involved in church planting or planning to plant 
a church between now and 2022. The benefits of attending include: practical teaching on how to plant a church from our 
best church planters in North America, networking opportunities and experiential learning with other practitioners who are 
traveling the same journey, and in-depth, direct information on funding initiatives which can help church planters navigate 
the first few years of a new missional congregation. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y5l3x2re

DID YOU KNOW...

...that Adelante Community Health Center in Berwyn, Ilinois, part of our Vanguard Church, translates the principles of 
NEWSTART into Spanish using “ADELANTE? They serve the community through health education, cooking classes, a 
thrift store, and a medical clinic. Three community members were baptized this past June, and they hope to continue to 
reach the surrounding area.

“In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our 
present standing. I can say, Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled 

with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear 
for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and his teaching 

in our past history.” 

—Life Sketches of Ellen White, page 196
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