
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“I have said these things to you, that in me you have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 
world.” John 16:33

I’ve never lived through a time like this. Coronavirus seems to have 
changed the world overnight. But Jesus’ promise in John 16:33 brings joy 
into my heart, and I believe there are three simple things we can each hold 
on to today. 

One: Trust Jesus. We can trust Jesus’ promises. He is the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. He is on the throne of the universe. Revelation 4 describes 
the scene of eternal worship in heaven. Powerful, angelic beings praising 
Him. Twenty-four ancient elders casting their golden crowns at His feet. 
We can trust Jesus because He is faithful, true, and has all authority in 
heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). 

Two: Expect Trouble. Trusting Jesus doesn’t mean things will be easy. 
Jesus knew the disciples would go through trouble. He was about to be 
arrested, unjustly convicted of crimes He didn’t commit and crucified. 
The Twelve were about to feel scared, isolated, and alone. And their lives 
would be filled with more trouble still. Trouble is a guarantee. Jesus doesn’t 
sugarcoat our sin-ruined world. He says straight out, “In the world you will 
have tribulation…” 

Three: Take Heart. Why? Because Jesus has overcome the world and all of 
its troubles. Jesus tells the disciples to have hope, to reach down deep into 
their souls, and grab onto the real foundation of their faith. He doesn’t deal 
in fluffy promises. Jesus declares that He has conquered this world. Yes, 
bad things happen—but our good King stands in the gap for us between 
here and heaven, and because of the hope we have in Jesus, we can give 
hope to others. 
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How are you giving hope? How are you feeding faith? How are you walking with people through real trouble? The 
Church shines in the darkest of hours. Take heart, my friends. Trust Jesus, expect trouble and give hope.

WHO CAN I PRAY FOR?

This week, the World Church Executive Committee begins Annual Council, its Fall Executive Committee meeting, to 
discuss mission, major issues, policy, etc. I invite you to pray for our world church leaders and for God’s will to be done.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT THE 
HINSDALE SDA CHURCH. . .

. . . I was very excited to see the baptism at the Hinsdale Church this past Sabbath! 
Congratulations, Dan Pike. Mission is happening throughout the Illinois Conference!

NEWS

	 Lori Aguilera, Superintendent of Education, reports that we
 currently have 425 students in our ten schools throughout   
 the Illinois Conference. Thank you to our teachers, who 
 are doing an excellent job teaching our children AND   
 keeping them safe during the current COVID challenges. 

	 Upcoming Events: (virtual):      
• October 24 is our Prayer Focus Sabbath. Guest speakers include Joe Kidder and Randy Maxwell.  
• November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera
• December 12 - 2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath

 Start preparing now for our theme for next year, 2021: Proclaiming Jesus Passionately! 
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 RESOURCES

	 PhoneFaith Offers Daily Call-in Inspiration
 PhoneFaith is a new outreach ministry from Christian Record Services for the Blind. Daily PhoneFaith dial-in 

presentations will inform, encourage, and inspire the mind, body, and spirit through mental health and wellness 
sessions, social meet-and-greet interactions, Bible games, and prayer time. Learn more at: 

 https://christianrecord.org/PhoneFaith/

	 “Go Ye” Board Game = Family Fun!
 Looking for something new to do with your family? Try this fun board game! “Go Ye!” is a new Adventist board 

game that’s great for the whole family! It combines strategy with Adventist history and pioneering nostalgia to 
create a game that everyone will love. Work together to tell the world about Jesus by spreading the gospel across a 
world map of 58 conferences and ten divisions. Learn more at: https://tinyurl.com/y2fnjp6e

DID YOU KNOW...

... Pumpkin spice has nothing to do with pumpkins? Pumpkin spice is actually the spice mix used for pumpkin pies. It 
is made from 3 tablespoons ground cinnamon, 2 teaspoons ground ginger, 2 teaspoons ground nutmeg, 1 ½ teaspoons 
ground allspice, and 1 ½ teaspoons ground cloves. You can make it at home or buy it pre-mixed at the grocery store.

“He who co-operates with the divine purpose in imparting to the youth a 
knowledge of God, and molding the character into harmony with His, does a 

high and noble work. As he awakens a desire to reach God’s ideal, he presents an 
education that is as high as heaven and as broad as the universe; an education 
that cannot be completed in this life, but that will be continued in the life to 

come; an education that secures to the successful student his passport from the 
preparatory school of earth to the higher grade, the school above.” 

—Ellen White, Education Page 19
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