
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
Psalm 119:89-95
“Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness 
continues throughout all generations; You established the earth, and it 
stands. They stand this day according to Your ordinances…” 
How’s your courage these days? In particular, how is your spiritual 

courage? The truth is we all struggle with spiritual discouragement and 
lethargy. Some days the circumstances around us threaten to overwhelm us, 
and we struggle just to pray. We often don’t feel like doing the things we know 
we should, and we fail to pray, read God’s Word, or join our church’s worship 
service. There are times when, for one reason or another, God sometimes seems 
far off and unreachable.

Biblical David faced times like these in his life.  The Psalms are filled with 
verses that express his despair and feeling of abandonment. Yet the Psalms 
also give us the key to living victoriously during the dark periods of life. Psalm 
119:89-95 says, “Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. Your 
faithfulness continues throughout all generations; You established the earth, 
and it stands. They stand this day according to Your ordinances…” 
The reality is that my circumstances or feelings have not changed God. He 
is the same God today as He was when He hung the stars in the sky, led the 
Israelites through the Red Sea, and fed the five thousand.

“For all things are Your servants…”  
All things, even the things affecting me right now, are God’s servants. The 
circumstance, people, disease, and events around me, are all under God. They 
are His servants, designed to help and bless me spiritually. 

“If your law had not been my delight, Then I would have perished in my 
affliction.  I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have revived me. I 
am yours, save me; For I have sought your precepts. The wicked wait for me to 
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destroy me; I shall diligently consider your testimonies.” 
Recalling God’s faithfulness and control over everything that touches us gives us the strength, the encouragement we need to 
walk with God, even when we feel like giving up in despair.  After all, our feelings and circumstances have not changed God. 
He is perfectly capable of sustaining us if we will only let Him.  

I want to invite you to choose to delight in and diligently consider God’s precepts despite how we feel. Choosing to delight in 
God might not be easy. It might even involve effort.  But only God can revive and save our soul from spiritual lethargy. Next 
time you feel spiritually drained or inadequate, remember that you have a choice.  You can wrap yourself up in excuses and self-
pity, or you can choose to draw your strength from an unchanging God who loves you.

COVID UPDATE

Over the last few days, COVID cases in Illinois have hovered in the 1300-1400 range, so we continue to pray for each of our 
members and ask you to continue protecting yourself and for our churches and schools to err on the side of caution. 

NEWS

	 I want to welcome Elizabeth McDonald to our Illinois Conference pastoral team. Pastor 
Elizabeth will be joining the Hinsdale SDA church pastoral staff as an associate pastor 
effective October 1. Welcome, Elizabeth!

	 Here are some Upcoming Events: (virtual):      
 --September 26 is our special Convocation Sabbath. Our guest speaker will be Elder Bill Knott, Editor of the 

Adventist Review.
 --October 24 is our Prayer Focus Sabbath. There will be a two-hour afternoon program focused on prayer for 

our church, country, and families.     
 --November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera
 --December 12 - 2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath

 Start preparing now for our theme for next year, 2021: Proclaiming Jesus Passionately! 

RESOURCES

	 Learn How to Help Stop Abuse
 Pretending that abuse does not happen in “my church, school, community, or home” allows it to continue. But 

you can make a difference. It’s time to learn what to do and how to help. The 2020 Virtual Summit on Abuse on 
Friday, November 13, will provide valuable training to equip and prepare you to respond. Together, we can keep 
the people in your church, school, camp, and community safe. 

 Sign up now: https://www.enditnownorthamerica.org/summitonabuse

	 Looking for a resource on discipleship? Read the blog, “How to Make Disciples” at www.discipleship.org or go 
to: https://tinyurl.com/y64cjqpc
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	 One more resource on discipleship…Check out the Top Trends in Disciple Making in 2020 from 
 www.discipleship.org at https://discipleship.org/bobbys-blog/disciple-making-trends-2020/

DID YOU KNOW...

... Less than 5% of churches in the USA are disciple-making churches. A recent study found that far fewer churches in 
the USA are reproducing disciples and disciple-makers: Less than 5% of churches are disciple-making churches (defined 
as those who make disciples effectively using Jesus’ methods.)	 

“Those who judge of God from His handiwork, and not from the suppositions 
of great men, see His presence in everything. They behold His smile in the 
glad sunshine, and His love and care for man in the rich fields of autumn. 

Even the adornments of the earth, the grass of living green, the lovely 
flowers of every hue, the lofty and varied trees of the forest, the dancing 

brook, the noble river, the placid lake, testify to the tender, fatherly care of 
God and to His desire to make His children happy.” 

—Ellen White, Testimonies to the Church, Vol. 8 page 325.
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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