
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
For many, August signals the beginning of school. One of our ten 
Adventist schools in the Illinois Conference begins school today, another 
tomorrow, and the other eight, next Monday. If you have not enrolled 
your child, I encourage you to talk with one of our schools about the at-
home and in-school options.

 
STUDENTS, I know starting the new school year can be exciting, scary, even 
tough. Considering the significant amount of time you will spend at school, I 
want to give you a challenge for this year: Allow God to transform the way you 
view your schooling experience. Start the school year well by handing your 
words, thoughts, and actions to God. Let me explain…

YOUR WORDS. As you ease back into your group of friends, it’s tempting 
to want to look good in front of your classmates. Unfortunately, sometimes 
this is accompanied by a desire to gossip. So, instead of falling into the trap of 
pointing out those who have gained weight, or got a bad haircut, guard yourself 
with Ephesians 4:29, “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, 
that it may benefit those who listen.” Decide to build others up. Challenge 
yourself to use your words to reveal the God who made you and saved you. 
Seek opportunities to express appreciation to teachers and classmates through 
your words.

YOUR THOUGHTS. Academically, socially, and spiritually, school is a place 
that tends to shape our priorities and our thinking around ourselves. After all, 
the reason you go to school to learn, improve, and achieve. But, be aware not 
to get caught up in your own world. Instead, I invite you to apply the wisdom 
found in Proverbs 4:23, “Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you 
do flows from it.” From the heart comes all thinking, feeling, and choosing. Our 
thoughts influence the majority of things we do. So, start fresh by filling your 
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hearts and minds with the wisdom that comes from God’s word.

YOUR ACTIONS. A busy timetable, homework, assignments, and teachers that might frustrate you are only a handful of 
reasons students find it easy to complain or misbehave. So protect yourselves with the words of Philippians 2:14-15, “Do 
everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure.” This school year remember that 
everything you do can have biblical values at the center. So, live out your faith in all that you SAY, THINK, or DO, and it will 
be a fantastic school year!

NEWS

	 The NAD Executive Committee voted on August 18, 2020, to recommend the name of Elder 
Kyoshin Ahn for the position of executive secretary of the North American Division. Elder Ahn’s 
name was presented to the committee by the standing nominating committee, which met on August 
17. For more information, go to: http://ow.ly/DcKC50B2I9I

	 Our ten schools in the Illinois Conference are opening either this week or next week. We have invested in SWIVL 
technology for each classroom in each of our schools. This means a student can experience the classroom from 
home and from school. For more information, please contact your closest school or the Education Department at 
the Illinois Conference.

	 I want to announce some upcoming events for the rest of 2020. These will all be virtual events. I invite you to 
save the date!

 September 26 - Convocation Sabbath. Speaker: Bill Knott, Editor of the Adventist Review.
 October 2 - Prayer Focus Sabbath. Two-hour afternoon program focused on prayer. 
 November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera.
 December 12 - Advent/2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath.

 Also, you might remember our theme for 2019 was Presenting Jesus Irresistibly.
 Our theme this year, 2020, is Knowing Jesus Intimately.
 AND, our theme for next year, 2021 is Proclaiming Jesus Passionately! More information to follow as we 

prepare for next year.

	 Last Sabbath, we held the 2020 Illinois Conference Virtual Camp Meeting. If you missed it, you can go back and 
watch it on our Facebook page at:  https://tinyurl.com/y3xtkuyt

	 Second Center of Influence opens in Chicago
 Epic Church opened an Urban Center of Influence (UCI) on Monday, July 27, in the Wicker Park-Bucktown 

suburb of Chicago. At the core of the new center is the Epic Art House, which is an art and cultural center offering 
art classes, as well as exhibition space for local artists. Since opening, the center has hosted the two of four week-
long summer camp sessions and is currently finishing its third week. During these initial weeks, the Art House 
staff has focused on getting to know the newcomers and establishing relationships with them.
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Fearless Lake Union Camporee - Coming September 16-19, 2021. Learn how to be FEARLESS for Jesus. For more information, go 
to: https://luc.camporee.org 

RESOURCES

	 “Family Time” by Sarah I. Kelly.
 Are you looking to create stronger bonds, healthier individuals, and a happier and more cooperative environment 

within the home? This booklet is full of suggestions for Family Time activities in the areas of communication, 
cooperation, budgets, discipline, relationships, and community. For more information, go to: 

 https://tinyurl.com/y62oausc

	 ”Help! I’m a Parent: 10 Interactive Programs for Parents of Children from Birth to Age 7” by Drs. Claudio and 
Pamela Consuegra. This book will inspire and encourage parents, grandparents, and caregivers on your journey as 
disciple-makers of your children. It addresses common challenges experienced by parents of children from birth 
through age seven. Topics include how to handle discipline, planning family worship, teaching healthy habits, and 
more.   Go to: https://tinyurl.com/y57qqw88

	  

“Our divine Lord is equal to any emergency. With him, nothing is impossible. 
He has shown His great love for us by living a life of self-denial and 
sacrifice, and by dying a death of agony. Come to Christ just as you 

are, weak, helpless, and ready to die. Cast yourself wholly on His mercy. 
There is no difficulty within or without that cannot be surmounted in 

His strength.”

—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, January 3, 1906.
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.


