
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
 After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to 
the Lord and to praise Him for the splendor of His holiness as they 
went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give thanks to the Lord,  
for His love endures forever.” 2 Chronicles 20:21

Recently, I was thinking of a story in the Old Testament. It happens during 
the reign of King Jehoshaphat. 2nd Chronicles 20 recounts a time when 
enemy armies gathered to war against Judah. Horribly outnumbered and 
ill-prepared, Jehoshaphat prayed and ordered a nationwide fast. Then, 
“Jehoshaphat bowed his face to the ground, and all the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem fell down in worship before the Lord” (verse 18). 

Jehoshaphat’s next move, however, is one you’ll never find in the annals of 
history’s greatest war strategies. The following day, Jehoshaphat assembled 
a choir, dressed them in holy robes, and had them march unarmed at the 
head of the army, on the front lines, singing: “Give thanks to the Lord, for 
his love endures forever” (verse 21). The strategy paid off. As soon as the 
choir started worshipping, the Lord set ambushes against Judah’s enemies, 
and they were defeated.

As I reflect on this story, I am convinced that sometimes we need to give 
thanks in advance, no matter what is happening around us. Living with a 
spirit of Thanksgiving, even when things are challenging, communicates a 
level of trust and faith that reminds us that God is faithful and that He will 
not leave us nor forsake us. May we live with this in our hearts today and 
each day.
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COVID-19 UPDATE

We have entered Phase 4 of Restore Illinois. That means many things and places around our state will begin to open up. 
I want to remind us to proceed with caution. If what is happening in other states holds true for Illinois, there is a strong 
possibility that COVID-19 cases will increase over the next few weeks. So, I want to encourage our churches who have 
opened, or are considering opening, to implement the appropriate restrictions and protocols to protect our members and 
families. The Illinois Conference administration strongly recommends each church and school follow the guidelines set 
by the CDC and Adventist Risk Management services. If you have any questions or need clarification, you can contact 
John Grys (Illinois Conference Executive Secretary) at jgrys@ilcsda.org.

If you want to see the protocols and guidelines of Restore Illinois Phase 4, you can go to: 
https://dceocovid19resources.com/restore-illinois/restore-illinois-phase-4

NEWS

	 ILC Virtual Summer Camp!
 The Illinois Conference Youth Department is excited to announce Virtual Summer 

Camp Week! From July 20-25, 2020, we will be hosting LIVE worships services, 
games nights, Camp Staff Instagram takeovers, challenges, and so much more! 
When you register, they will send you a personalized gift that includes camp 
gear, as well as materials you can use throughout the week for the LIVE events! 
Registration opened July 2nd, 2020, so head over to www.ilcsda.org/youth to 
reserve your spot. 

	 Pastoral Updates
•  Pastor Samuel Negrea was introduced live at the Marion Church this past Sabbath. He is the new pastor   

 of that district.
•  Pastor Adrian Amarandei will be introduced at Addison Romanian Church this coming Sabbath. Pastor   

 Adrian is now the pastor of Joliet and Addison Romanian Churches.
•  Pastor Ralph Shelton will be introduced as the part-time interim pastor of the Southwest Church on July   

 18. Pastor Ralph will pastor Beacon of Light and Southwest on a part-time basis.

	 Elder Alexander Bryant, executive secretary of the North American Division, will be voted as the new North 
American Division president tomorrow. Over the next three weeks, he and his team will be selecting a new 
executive secretary for the North American Division and bring that recommendation to the NAD Executive 
Committee for approval by the end of the month. 
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	 Camp Meeting and Convocation now virtual.
 Conference Administration continues to be concerned about a potential increase in Coronavirus cases as we open 

up in Phase 4 of Restore Illinois and has recommended to each church that it proceed carefully as it makes plans 
to reopen. To this end, the Illinois Conference is moving to virtual events for any gatherings of 50 or more for 
the rest of 2020. This is, of course, subject to change. That means that Camp Meeting Sabbath (August 15) and 
Convocation Sabbath (September 26) will be virtual. More on this later.

RESOURCES

	 Do Justice, Love Mercy by Seth Pierce.
 What does “justice” mean when it’s used in the Bible? How does God see to it that justice is served? And since 

we all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory, what does He call us to do in the name of justice for this broken 
world? This iFollow Bible study explores the concept of godly justice and how we can spread God’s message of 
peace and healing to the world.  For more, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y93t4akl 

	 July 9 Webinar: 7 Practices for Building a Great Website
 Join Adventist Church Connect on Thursday, July 9, at 4 PM EDT for a free webinar. Learn the seven best 

practices of organizing and formatting the content on your pages to communicate and connect with visitors 
effectively. Register at: https://tinyurl.com/y9ctz49f

DID YOU KNOW...

... that three presidents died, and one was born on the 4th of July? Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on July 4, 
1826. James Monroe, the nation’s fifth president, died just a few years later on July 4, 1831. The 30th president, Calvin 
Coolidge, was born on the 4th of July, 1872.

“The strongest argument in favor of the gospel 
is a loving and lovable Christian.” 

—Ellen G. White, The Minsitry of Healing page 470
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