
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
 Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in 
him a well of water springing up to eternal life. John 4:13-14

I read this illustration recently: “A rancher was trying to figure out how to 
keep his cows from wandering away across an open prairie. A barbed-wire 
fence would be too expensive to construct, so instead, he decided to drill a 
well for the cattle. His problem of a wandering herd was solved because the 
cows instinctively stayed close to the source of water.”

As a church, if we are not sure how to connect with individuals outside our 
circles of relationships, expressing God’s love is the equivalent of drilling 
a well. People respond to those who show a caring interest in their lives. 
Barriers come down when that occurs. But we must choose to love them, 
which often means standing up for them when injustice exists.

The application for us is that we are like a portable well. We can let the 
living water of Christ spill out of our lives in the divine appointments God 
has for us. I want to challenge you to try stretching your faith this week and 
see who God brings across your path that might need a cup of water.

REACHING OUT

I want to thank the following churches for being God’s hands and feet to 
our communities in need. Here is a report from Pete Braman, our ministerial 
director:
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“New Heights Church – Both the Downers Grove and Bolingbrook Churches have contributed. The New Heights 
Church assisted some members in desperate need, but also helped their immediate neighbors who have been hard hit. I 
understood that 20 families have received assistance.

Downers Grove Church – contributed 18 gallons of milk, 48 loaves of bread, 52 dozen eggs, toilet paper, and some fresh 
produce (carrots, potatoes, fruit, etc.) They also donated $1000 for New Heights Church to buy a new freezer.

Bolingbrook Church –  contributed 20 boxes of potatoes and onions to New Heights Church as well as helping the 
Goshen Church.

New Jerusalem Church – Bolingbrook contributed 50 jars of tomato sauce, 26 jars of peanut butter, 50 jelly, 28 bags of 
potatoes, 28 bags of onions, 10 bags of oranges, 21 bags of apples, 50 boxes of Spaghetti, 35 bags of carrots, 100 loaves 
of bread, and 16 gallons of milk. The New Jerusalem Church contributed 100 dozen eggs to assist their community. More 
than 15 families have been helped.

Goshen Church – The Hinsdale Fil-Am, Bolingbrook, North Shore, and Northbrook Churches have come to the aid 
of the community surrounding the Goshen Church. Since the neighborhood was destroyed by looters, food and other 
resources are difficult to come by. This area is also hard hit by the pandemic and unemployment. They have served 184 
families in two days as representatives from the four churches also helped Goshen with the distribution. These churches 
(along with Goshen) have contributed diapers, toiletries, bread, eggs, milk, canned goods, other non-perishable items, 
and some fresh produce. Almost all of these contributions have been distributed to their surrounding neighborhood. These 
churches have committed to help share essential items for the next four weeks.”

I want to add that the Illinois Conference has recently voted to donate over 25k to help churches who live in hard-hit, 
impoverished communities to help with the needs of those living in those communities.

COVID-19 UPDATE

As you know, the Restore Illinois plan projects that the State of Illinois will enter Phase 4 of Restore Illinois on June 
26. Some of our churches have begun to open with restrictions and protocols to protect our members and families. 
Other pastors continue working with local church leadership to prepare for re-opening our churches at the 50 or fewer 
recommendation of phase 4.

As we move forward, I want to be clear that EACH CHURCH will decide when it will open, but that we strongly 
recommend the guidelines set by the CDC and Adventist Risk Management services. Please do your best to put in place 
protocols to protect our members and guests. If you have any questions or need clarification, you can contact John Grys 
(Illinois Conference Executive Secretary) at jgrys@ilcsda.org.

As for the Conference office, we have opened on a staggered schedule. The staggered schedule means office personnel 
will be in the office on alternate days to comply with the 10 or fewer order. During Phase 3, any visits to the Conference 
office must be by appointment. We plan to open fully on June 29.
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NEWS

	 Week of Prayer NEXT WEEK!
 Next week, the Illinois Conference will be presenting a Week of Prayer, both in Spanish and in English. It will 

take place in the evenings, June 21-26, on the Illinois Conference Facebook Live. For more information, go to the 
Illinois Conference Facebook Page. Also, on Sabbath June 27, the week of prayer will conclude with a musical 
event, Illinois Conference’s Got Talent, as members from the Conference share their musical gifts. You don’t want 
to miss it! See highlights below:

Koinonia: Online Illinois Conference Week of Prayer: Date: June 21 – June 26.
John Lomacang 6 pm – Last day events / Revelation
Pete Braman 7 pm (panel with guests) – “The Gospel Speaks to Justice and Hope.”
Jason Salyers 8 pm – Family
Michael Campos 9 pm (panel with guests) – Youth related Venue: Illinois Conference Facebook page

		Day of Prayer for Racial Justice and Equality 
 On Sabbath, June 27, 2020, the leadership of the Illinois Conference is encouraging each church and church  

member to join others around the North American Division to be part of a special day of prayer for the deep hurt   
and frustration that racial injustice and inequity have caused in North America. Let us come together prayerfully  
seek God’s guidance and leading in our lives, especially in how we relate to one another, and how we can help 
stop injustice against people of color.

	 The Illinois Conference Youth Department has launched a new series called “The Table.” This new initiative 
seeks to create a space for Illinois youth and young adults to both process and respond to the happenings in the 
world around us. Episode 2: “A Conversation on Perspectives, pt. 2” will air LIVE this coming Friday, June 19 at 
7 pm, with a few of our very own Illinois Conference youth. You can tune in via Facebook (ILC Youth + YA) or 
YouTube (ILCYouthYA).

RESOURCES

Freedom Begins Here Journal - Only $7
Pornography. It’s the secret sin we don’t like to talk about. Yet it is single-handedly corrupting our society - destroying 
marriages, families, careers, even churches. A shocking survey recently revealed that 50% of Christian men and 20% of 
Christian women are addicted to pornography. This devotional journal takes you on a 30-day journey of hope, direction, 
and change. Supplies are limited, so order now!  Purchase at: https://tinyurl.com/y88gg682

DID YOU KNOW . . .

Between 1980 and 2015, the number of people incarcerated in America increased from roughly 500,000 to over 2.2 million.

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr.
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