
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
 “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to 
me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 
thirsty.’” John 6:35

Not a day goes by, especially in this COVID-19 season, that we do 
not need God’s grace and peace. Every morning we need His Spirit to fill us 
again, to strengthen us for what’s ahead. Every day, we need a fresh word 
that He speaks to our hearts, that keeps our focus on what’s most important. 

The people of Israel spent 40 years in the desert wandering in circles. The days 
were intense, hot, and dry. I’m sure they got tired and weary, but God met 
them where they were. He made sure they had what they needed. They learned 
through every hard and grueling step, how much they had to rely on Him.

When they were hungry, God sent manna. Every day a miracle was there, 
right before their eyes. They just had to pick it up. And just like the people 
of Israel had to gather it fresh every morning in the wilderness, so it is with 
us. They couldn’t store it up; they had to look for it daily. And God always 
provided. Each morning it was there, waiting for them. Every day He made 
sure it met their needs, they were satisfied, they were nourished, they were 
cared for. And they never lacked, for God’s resources never run dry.

That’s what He does for each one of us every single morning. Sometimes 
we miss it, out of busyness, worry, or stress. We try to get things going too 
fast, spinning wildly, trying to get it all done, and sometimes we might start 
to forget what matters most. But even for those times, His grace is there. He 
waits for us. His patience and His peace, it never runs dry.

God’s got our past covered, our future secured, and there’s more than 
enough grace for this day.

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will 
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never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.’” John 6:35 

Jesus is our Bread of Life. He promises that as we come to Him, and spend time first with Him, and allow His truths to 
nourish our spirits and lives, we will be satisfied.

COVID-19 UPDATE

As you know, the Restore Illinois plan has entered Phase 3. The state of Illinois has established four health regions, each 
with the ability to move through the 5-phased approach independently. The four regions are: Northeast Illinois; North-
Central Illinois; Central Illinois; and Southern Illinois. 

Our pastors are working with local church leadership to prepare for re-opening our churches at 10 or fewer in phase 
3, or 50 or fewer in phase 4. Some of our churches have begun to open with 10 or fewer or meeting outdoors. As we 
move forward, each church will decide when it will open but must follow the state guidelines and put in place protocols 
to protect our members and guests. If you have any questions or need clarification, you can contact John Grys (Illinois 
Conference Executive Secretary) at jgrys@ilcsda.org.

The Conference office has opened on a staggered schedule. The staggered schedule means office personnel will be in the 
office on alternate days to comply with the 10 or fewer order. During Phase 3, any visits to the Conference office must by 
appointment. 

NEWS

	 Week of Prayer.
 Mark your calendars, save the date, for a virtual Week of Prayer, both in Spanish and in English, from June 21-26 

on Illinois Conference Facebook Live. More information to follow. On Sabbath June 27, the week of prayer will 
conclude with a musical event, Illinois Conference’s Got Talent, as members from the Conference share their 
musical gifts. You don’t want to miss it!

		Camp Akita Summer Camp.
 The Illinois Conference Youth Department has canceled the 2020 summer camp season and is planning for a 

virtual summer camp option for our children and youth starting in July. More information to follow.

	 Pastor Adrian Amarandei, currently the pastor of the Joliet and Southwest church district, will 
be in a new adjusted district beginning in July. The new district includes the Joliet and Addison 
Romanian churches. 

RESOURCES

	 From Advent Health; access and share a week of spiritual renewal video series, “A Call to Prayer.” You can find 
the series at www.adventhealth.com/acalltoprayer
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	  Explore Seven Steps to Happiness and Health.
 Worry. Avoidance. Criticism. Complaining. Self-pity. Emotionalism. Bitterness. These seven psychological pitfalls 

can easily creep into our lives. If left to themselves, they sabotage our goals and leave us feeling disappointed and 
empty. In this series, you will discover the negative thinking patterns that influence your emotional health, along 
with simple replacement behaviors. The goal? A healthier, happier you. For more, go to: 

 https://tinyurl.com/y8xugt2b

DID YOU KNOW . . .

… current membership in the Illinois Conference is 13,904. 

“Our Saviour’s words, 
‘Come unto Me, . . . and I will give you rest’ (Matthew 11:28), 

are a prescription for the healing of physical, mental, and spiritual ills. 
Though men have brought suffering upon themselves by their own 

wrongdoing, He regards them with pity. In Him they may find help. 
He will do great things for those who trust in Him.”  

—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing page 115

June 10, 2020

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.




