
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for 
the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and He has become my 
salvation.” Isaiah 12:2

Over the last week, we watched in horror and sadness the death of George 
Floyd, and the reaction of many, peaceful and violent, who are appalled by 
the continued behavior and actions of discrimination, hate, and violence in 
this country. For all those affected, we want you to know you are loved and 
valued. There is a day coming when all things will be set right.

As for today, I want to invite each member of our Conference to pray every 
day for God’s love and justice to prevail. We are living in unprecedented times. 
I believe Jesus is coming soon. I am looking forward to that day when He, the 
King of Kings, will take us to our eternal home. A home free of discrimination, 
marginalization, free of pain, and free of all suffering and injustices. 

Until then, I want to urge you to keep your eyes on Jesus, and to do all you 
can to defend the weak, oppressed, and marginalized (Proverbs 31:8, 9), and 
to call for justice to prevail.

My friends, let us continue to put our trust in our almighty God. Isaiah 12:2 
puts it this way,
“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the 
LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 

Let us cling to God’s promises, focus on walking with Jesus, and use our 
voices to promote fairness, equality, love, and hope, “to every kindred, race, 
tongue, and people.” May God bless you and keep you.
. 
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COVID-19 UPDATE

As you know, the Restore Illinois plan has entered Phase 3. IDPH, Illinois Department of Public Health, has provided 
new Guidelines For Churches that strongly recommend certain protocols be put in place before opening. We have shared 
those with our pastors and asked each of them to discuss them with their church boards in preparation for opening up our 
churches in the near future.

As you may know, the state of Illinois has established four health regions, each with the ability to move through the 
5-phased approach independently. The four regions are: Northeast Illinois; North-Central Illinois; Central Illinois; and 
Southern Illinois. 

The position of the Illinois Conference is that each church will decide when it will open, but must follow the state 
guidelines, put in place protocols to protect our members and guests, and communicate this to its parishioners. We are 
strongly recommending that churches wait until Phase 4 of Restore Illinois to open their doors. We understand that 
each region and each church size is different and ask you to navigate the reopening process thoughtfully and purposely to 
ensure our members and guests have the best possible protection.

The Conference office opened this week with a staggered schedule, which means office personnel will be in the office on 
alternate days to comply with the Phase 3 order of 10 or fewer. During Phase 3, any visits to the Conference office must 
be by appointment. If you need to reach us, you can call the main number found on our website (630-716-3560), for more 
information or an appointment.

NEWS

	 Racial Tension. As you are aware, the racial tensions prompted by the death of George Floyd have affected many  
of our churches and members emotionally, mentally, spiritually, and physically. The Illinois Conference is praying 
for each of you, and in an effort to help practically, has set aside some money to help local churches serve those 
affected in their communities. Those resources can be applied for by local churches through the Conference 
Ministerial Department. For more information, see your pastor.

		Camp Akita Summer Camp.
  The Illinois Conference Youth Department has canceled the 2020 summer camp season and planning for a virtual   

 summer camp option for our children and youth starting in July. More information to follow.

RESOURCES

	 The Grief Sessions - A Facebook Live Series with Mike Tucker
 We are experiencing increased social isolation, combined with unprecedented moments of grief. Mike Tucker, the 

host of Lifestyle Magazine, invites you to join “The Grief Sessions” on Facebook Live. These weekly sessions 
are filled with Bible-centered, research-based, people-proven ways to turn loss into living again. Join Tucker on 
Friday, May 29, at 7:30 PM EST for the next session, and catch up on past sessions on the Lifestyle Magazine 
Facebook page.  https://tinyurl.com/yb5pvgx8

	  Free Stewardship Booklet
 This 16-page booklet outlines seven great facts about stewardship, ownership, Sabbath, tithe, selflessness, 
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sacrifice, offering, and covenant. Order copies to share with your church! Order free booklet at: 
 https://tinyurl.com/yan73qrw

DID YOU KNOW . . .

… you can follow the progress of each phase of Restore Illinois at: https://dph.illinois.gov/restore

“No one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, 
or his background or his religion. People learn to hate, and if they can learn 
to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the 

human heart than its opposite.”  

—Nelson Mandela
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.




