
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothes?” Matthew 6:25

Are you worried? Are you concerned about the coronavirus? Are you 
anxious about paying the monthly rent or mortgage? Some of us worry 
about the choices our children are making. Others of us are fearful about big 
decisions we must make about our future or just worried about the future 
itself. With all that is going on, can Jesus really be serious when He tells us 
not to worry?

While we will never know a life without concern, Jesus assures us we can 
know a life without worry. He points out that worry is not helpful because it 
changes nothing. Anxiety doesn’t add a single hour to life; it doesn’t solve a 
single problem. And worry isn’t helpful because life is more than our fears 
make it out to be! Followers of Jesus are called to live for so much more 
than worrying.

Jesus reminds us that worry isn’t necessary for a child of God. Your 
heavenly Father knows precisely what you need and when you need it. And 
your heavenly Father is good. The same God who paints the flowers of the 
field and tends the birds of the air holds every part of your life in his nail-
pierced hands. The same God who loved you so much that he went through 
Calvary for you, loves you too much to leave your life to chance. God is in 
control! May He fill you with peace during these challenging times!
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COVID-19 UPDATE

Illinois Conference schools are closed until the end of the school year. Our educators continue to provide quality at-
home instruction. Illinois church buildings remain closed, but leaders offer live streaming and virtual services. And, the 
Conference office staff continues to work remotely. For more information, please go to the Illinois Conference website at 
www.ilcsda.org

NEWS

	 New Illinois Conference Treasurer: Doug Reeves, Hawaii Conference   
 Treasurer, has accepted our invitation to serve as treasurer of the Illinois   
 Conference. We will begin working on a transition plan over the next   
 week or so. Please keep him and his wife, Cheryl, in your prayers as they   
 prepare to transition.

	 Pastor Samuel Negrea, pastor of the Addison Romanian Church, has accepted the invitation to   
 pastor the Marion Church district in southern Illinois. This is effective May 1st, but the full transition  
 will take place after the “shelter-in-place” order is lifted.

	 Pastor Samuel Indreiu is the new pastor of the Lakeview Church. This is effective May 1st. Pastor   
 Indreiu will continue to serve the La Grange and Burbank Churches in this new three-church district  
 configuration.

EVENTS

I want to announce two events we are planning for August and September, Lord willing.
1. August 15th – Camp Meeting Sabbath at Camp Akita. Our speaker will be Pastor John Lomacang. Plan 

now to join us for a day of worship, music, and fellowship.
2. September 26th – Chicagoland Convocation at Hinsdale Church. Our speaker will be Elder Bill Knott, 

Editor of the Review. Again, plan now to join us on this high day of worship!

Save the date now! More information to follow.

NEWS FROM THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT

“This past Sunday, April 19th, we hosted our virtual Adventurer Fun Day LIVE! What a blessing it was, as we were able 
to stream live via Facebook and were joined by about 1,300 viewers. We are blessed to have such a fantastic team of 
Adventurer Coordinators and volunteers who came together to make this program possible. They have a heart for our
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children, and we are so appreciative of their hard work and dedication! The program is now posted on both our Facebook
 page (Illinois Conference Adventurers) and our YouTube channel (Illinois Adventurers). We are excited as the club 
year continues and we look forward to our next event, our annual Pathfinder Spring Camporee. This event will be held 
virtually on the weekend of May 1-3, 2020, and yes, you heard right… it will be the WHOLE WEEKEND! It’s going to 
be exciting, and we know it will be a blessing to all of our Illinois Pathfinders.” 

RESOURCES

	 Bible Alive! Dramatized CD Set.
 Bible Alive! is a ground-breaking dramatized recording of the clear, easy-to-understand New Living Translation. 

Experience the Bible in all of its magnificence and power, inspiration, and intrigue. A cast of award-winning 
actors, dramatic sound effects, and a compelling musical score are combined to create this unforgettable listening 
experience. Includes 70+ hours on 61 CDs. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y9u6r37b

	 	God Said It: In the Beginning, by Bradley Booth.
 The Scriptures contain hundreds of stories—people who trusted and obeyed God, people getting to know God, 

and people choosing to go their own way. In the stories of creation, the first sin and God’s plan of salvation, Noah 
and the ark, and the Tower of Babel, kids can learn about the choices available to them, God’s plan for their lives, 
and the power of God’s Word. For more, go to: https://tinyurl.com/ydebpfon

DID YOU KNOW . . .

… this past Sabbath, Illinois Conference Hispanic ministries held a 10 hour, Maraton de Adoracion (Adoration 
Marathon)? Check it out at: https://www.facebook.com/ilchispanic/

“Jesus looked upon the distressed and heart-burdened, 
those whose hopes were blighted, and who with earthly joys 

were seeking to quiet the longing of the soul, 
and He invited all to find rest in Him.”  

—Ellen G. White, Ministry of Healing, p. 71.
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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