
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows.” James 1:17

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!  
 
Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960) was born in a log cabin in Franklin, KY. 
Although he lacked formal education, he became a teacher at age sixteen, 
and the associate editor of his hometown weekly newspaper, the Franklin 
Advocate, at age twenty-one. In 1893, Chisholm became a Christian 
through the ministry of Henry Clay Morrison. Shortly afterward, Morrison 
persuaded Chisholm to move to Louisville, where he became editor of 
the Pentecostal Herald. Though he was ordained a Methodist minister in 
1903, he served only a single appointment at Scottsville, Kentucky, due to 
ill health. Chisholm loved to write, by the time of his retirement, he had 
written more than 1200 poems, 800 of which were published. They often 
appeared in religious periodicals such as the Sunday School Times, Moody 
Monthly, and Alliance Weekly. Many of these were set to music.

Chisholm had sent a number of his poems to the Rev. William Runyan, a 
musician with the Moody Bible Institute and one of the editors of Hope 
Publishing Company in Chicago. Runyan wrote the music to this beautiful 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
RON AGUILERA

FYI   (For Your Information...)
A weekly e-newsletter for employees and friends of the 

Illinois Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

April 1, 2020

Making healthy 
disciple-making 

churches

You can contact me
by writing:

Illinois Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists

619 Plainfield Road
Willowbrook IL 60527

by email:
president@ilcsda.org

by phone:
630-856-2880

Seventh-day 
Adventist Church
I L L I N O I S  C O N F E R E N C E



hymn. Still, it was George Beverly Shea, the famous Canadian-born singer of the Billy Graham Crusades, who introduced 
it to those attending the evangelistic meetings in Great Britain in 1954. It immediately became a favorite.

A phrase in Lamentations 3:22-23 provides a basis for the refrain: “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Stanza one emphasizes God’s 
unchanging nature: “…there is no shadow of turning with thee; thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not.” Perhaps 
James 1:17 provides the scriptural basis for this concept: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”

In stanza two, the natural created order, including the cycle of the seasons, bears witness to the faithfulness of God. And 
then, in the final verse, the author brings the eternal, unchanging God into contact with humanity. We receive from the 
presence of God “Pardon for sin and a peace that endures.” 

This is one of my favorite hymns and one that comes to mind these days as we face uncertainty, anxiety, and fear. May 
you always remember God is and will always be faithful.

By the way, according to Share Faith, Great is Thy Faithfulness ranks 8th in favorite hymns of all time. (Can you guess 
which hymn ranks #1? The answer is in the Did You Know? section of this FYI)

COVID-19 UPDATE

The Coronavirus/COVID-19 continues to affect life here in Illinois and all over our country and world. The latest figures 
show the death toll in the U.S. is now over 3400, causing increased concern and anxiety. So, what’s next? In his address 
on Tuesday afternoon, the Governor of Illinois extended the “stay at home order” in our state until April 30th.  This 
continues to require all us to live life in this new reality, to do all we can to be part of the solution and to protect ourselves 
and those that are part of our churches and local communities.
 
With that in mind, the Illinois Conference Office, and our churches and schools, will continue to remain closed 
until at least April 30th.

RESOURCES

	 	Free Adventist Preaching DVD Set!
 Adventist Preaching is a collection of sermon series presented by some of the most renowned preachers in the 

Adventist Church. Each title includes two DVDs full of sermons plus an interview with the featured preacher. 
This set includes one copy of each Adventist Preaching DVD that is in stock.

 Note: DVDs are free, and customers are only responsible for paying shipping costs. Order now because supplies 
are limited! To order, go to: https://tinyurl.com/tf57atv

	  Best Practices for Live Streaming Your Church Service
 COVID-19 has forced everyone to adapt quickly. Many pastors are attempting to hold church online, or post sermons 

for members to view. Many are using smartphones or a webcam on a computer to get the job done. No matter what 
equipment you are using, here are some simple tips for getting started.  Learn more at: https://tinyurl.com/v4bb7bj
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	  Top 5 Ideas for Pathfinders at Home.
 Are you looking for activities Pathfinders can do at home? We’ve got suggestions! Click on the link for our top 5 

ideas: https://tinyurl.com/srjohdu

DID YOU KNOW . . .

…that according to Share Faith, the #1 ranked hymn of all time is Amazing Grace? 

“If those who sound the solemn notes of warning for this time could realize 
their accountability to God, they would see the necessity of prayer. When the 
cities were hushed in midnight slumber, when every man had gone to his own 
house, Christ, our example, would repair to the Mount of Olives, and there, 
amid the overshadowing trees, would spend the entire night in prayer. He 
who was himself without the taint of sin…it was he who made supplication 

with strong crying and tears. He prayed not for Himself, but for those whom 
He came to save. As He became a supplicant, seeking at the hand of His 

Father fresh supplies of strength, and coming forth refreshed and invigorated 
s man’s substitute, He identified Himself with suffering humanity, and gave 

them an example of the necessity of prayer.”  

- Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers, Pages 28, 29
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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