
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“The Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He 
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
captives and freedom to prisoners.” Isaiah 61:1 (NAS)

This past Monday, the country celebrated President’s Day. For many, this holiday 
goes unnoticed, just another day at the office. But for some, it was a day off to 
enjoy time with family and friends, or just get things done around the house. 

This week, as I was thinking about current and past presidents, I could not 
help but remember an article I read recently, where a scholar was asked 
an interesting question: “What’s the single greatest American story ever?” 
Here was his answer, “The day the sixteenth president of my country said 
that as of January 1, 1863, no people could be sold in America anymore, no 
brown children sold in the market, no weeping mothers sold away from their 
children, no roaring husbands torn from their wives, no more, done, the end. 
And he got shot in the head for it, and I think he knew he would be murdered 
for it, and he did it anyway because he knew it was right. And that’s the 
greatest American story of all: that a tall skinny guy from Kentucky did the 
right thing even when he knew he would get a bullet for it.” 

As I re-read his answer to the question about the single greatest American story 
ever told, it reminded me of the truly GREATEST STORY ever told, that Jesus 
came to this earth, even though he knew he would suffer and die, and willingly 
sacrificed Himself on the cross for you and me. And, that He came because of 
His love for every person; mother, child, husband, brother, or sister. 

For me, this President’s Day was a reminder not only of a great American 
President, our 16th president but of a greater God, who gave up His life so that we 
can enjoy freedom and eternity with Him. May we live each day in this reality!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . .

. . . Carolina Villegas, pre-school director at North Aurora SDA school. Check out the video she and her 
husband created about what is happening there. Go to:  
https://www.facebook.com/116546439892904/videos/476271976402886/ 

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE VALUE:  STEWARDSHIP
 - What does it mean to be a good steward? 

Every once in a while, I get the question, “Why should we tithe?” My answer is usually three-fold:
1. Tithing primarily has to do with worship or honoring God. Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord with thy 

substance.” See, one reason we return tithe is to express our love to God.
2. The second reason we return tithe is obedience. The Bible says the tithe is really His already. “And all the tithe 

in the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of their fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s…” (Leviticus 27:30)
3. The third reason has to do with the inherent selfishness of man. A study of history and human nature bears this 

out. But God GAVE his only son that we might have eternal life. How can we not be faithful to Him who is 
faithful to us?

I want to encourage you to seek God each day, to invite others to walk with Him, and to be faithful in returning to Him what is 
already His.

 NEWS

	 I want to announce that Ron Huff, the Superintendent of Education for the Illinois Conference, will be retiring at the 
end of June. We wish Ron the best as he enters into a new phase of life.

 Because we ended the year 2019 2.33% below in tithe, we have had to make some adjustments in our budget. 
Accordingly, last week the Illinois Conference Executive Committee approved a budget that temporarily does not fill 
that position. In the meantime, Lori Aguilera, associate superintendent of Education and Special Education Director, 
will serve as interim superintendent starting in July.

	 This past week, the students from the Marion SDA School enjoyed a drone science performance at Mount Vernon. 
Part of their activities included reading to pets awaiting adoption at the animal rescue, attending the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra, and more. Our students are also involved in the Marion Church services. They offer the 
invocation, the offertory prayer, are ushers for the offering, and share memorized Bible verses. What a blessing 
they are. 
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	 Pastor Alfred Palla, pastor of our Polish church, shares some news about the follow up to their recent evangelism 
meeting: “The evangelistic meetings, which we started in October and continue twice per week, are about to 
conclude on March 21st with baptism ceremony. On March 22, we plan to invite people to a special health seminar 
with pastor Arek and Marzanna Bojko as speakers. We still have over 15 visitors attending regularly. Three of them 
made a decision to be baptized, and several others told me that they would too. Please, pray for those who’ve made 
this important decision and for those who are thinking about it.”

RESOURCES

	 	Time with God: 12 powerful strategies for enhancing your devotional life, by Judy-Ann Neal. The author 
shares 12 strategies to help you discover the life-changing power found in God’s Word. Learn to improve your 
devotional life and come to know the invisible God. Shop at www.abcasap.com

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . the strongest muscle in your body is the jaw? Our muscle strength can be measured in different ways. If you are 
referring to the muscle that can exert the most force, then your calf muscle, the soleus, would be the winner. However, if 
you want to find the muscle that can exert the most pressure, then the jaw muscle, or the masseter, would be the strongest. 
The human jaw can close teeth with a force as great as 200 pounds.

“Many who profess to be Christ’s followers have an anxious, troubled heart 
because they are afraid to trust themselves with God. They do not make a 

complete surrender to Him, for they shrink from the consequences that such 
a surrender may involve. But unless they do make this surrender, they cannot 

find peace.”  

– Ellen White, Ministry of Healing page 281
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  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


