
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“In everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.”  Philippians 4:6 

I love the hymn, “Amazing Grace.” I believe it summarizes our 
biblical faith well: “Grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will 
lead me home.” I love that, because if grace reveals that joy is a gift, then 
prayer is God’s gracious means through which He daily sustains that joy.

We sometimes believe we are independent people, that we are self-sufficient 
people. Our efforts that produce a successful career and a comfortable living 
seem to affirm this idea. But what if things change? What if your company 
restructuring takes away your paycheck, or a medical diagnosis threatens 
our health? Then anxiety, worry, and fear set in, and we might question the 
idea of relying on ourselves.

The truth is that “all good things come from above,” and so does His daily 
help. We can come to the Lord through prayer, and the fruit of prayer is 
peace. Yet prayer is not a mantra, and we can’t use it to try to manipulate 
God or to guilt God into providing for us because we are entitled as 
members of His church. Prayer is a divine gift to strengthen the relationship 
between God and us. The act of prayer itself affirms our dependence on Him 
for peace and joy.

Peace is knowing death is overcome by resurrection, lies by truth, confusion 
by wisdom, and hatred by love. This is the joyful fruit of Jesus’ followers. 
Then, when all else has failed, we can still say,
 “I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior” 
(Habakkuk 3:18).
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... Hinsdale Adventist Academy. I am delighted to report that Hinsdale Academy’s enrollment is up to over 170 students! 
Thank you to all our teachers who faithfully serve and minister to our young people.

CHURCH VISIT

This past week, I had the privilege of being at North American Division Year-End meetings. Elder Dan Jackson was the 
worship hour speaker. His message was titled, “The Vision Fulfilled,” from 1 Corinthians 2:9, 10. The sermon focused on 
the mission God has given us to accomplish, to “Go and make disciples of all nations…”

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! There are only 10 spots left! Sign up now. The 
Illinois Conference is hosting a Seven Churches of Revelation trip to 
visit Greece and Turkey March 22-April 1, 2020. The highlights include 
Istanbul, Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book of Revelation 
(which are found in both Turkey and Greece), Athens, Greece, and a 
three-day cruise with stops on the Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and 
Santorini. (We will be on Patmos on Sabbath). For more information and 
the registration form, please visit the home page of the Illinois Conference 
website: www.ilcsda.org. Scroll down through the details to the links to the forms and documents at the end. To enroll, 
send your application directly to Gospel Travel. If you have any questions, contact Wanda Martinez at 919-577-0043.

NEWS

	 Last weekend, the Illinois Conference Women’s Retreat was held at Arrowhead Golf Club in Wheaton, Illinois. 
They had around 110 ladies of all ages attend. Their keynote speaker was Dr. Stacey Nicely, a professor and on-
campus counselor at Andrews University. They also had Dr. Melissa Ponce-Rodas who is the Assistant Professor 
of Psychology at Andrews University, and very involved in social justice issues.
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	 Pastor Alfred Palla, pastor of our Polish church, reports that they 
have had over 30 visitors and total attendance of around 60 during 
each of our last two evangelism meetings.

RESOURCES

	 	Are you looking for a Vacation Bible School resource to use this summer? Check out RESCUED: Safe in Jesus. 
This resource from the Voice of Prophecy is available at: www.discoverymountainvbs.com

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . that as of December 31, 2018, there are 1,257,913 members in North America; 20,727,347 members, 5606 churches, and 
865 companies in the worldwide Seventh-day Adventist Church?

“Prayer is heaven’s ordained means of success in the conflict with sin and 
the development of Christian character. The divine influences that come in 
answer to the prayer of faith will accomplish in the soul of the suppliant, 
all for which he pleads. For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a 

Christlike temper, for wisdom and strength to do His work, for any gift He 
has promised, we may ask; and the promise is, ‘Ye shall receive.’” 

— Ellen White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 564. 
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