
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet 
they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last 
forever! 2 Corinthians 4:17

To give thanks, we must realize as Christians that God is in control of all 
circumstances that surround our lives, both good and bad. In 2 Corinthians 
4:17–18, we are told, “For our present troubles are small and won’t last very 
long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will 
last forever! So, we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix 
our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon 
be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.” 

The apostle Paul also wrote, “And I am convinced that nothing can ever 
separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not 
even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love” (Romans 8:38). 
God loves you, and He is always looking out for your eternal benefit. God 
is wiser than we are. And if He tells us not to do something, He does so for 
a good reason. Now, the devil doesn’t want you to believe that. He would 
whisper in your ear, “God hates you. God wants to ruin your life. All those 
rules in the Bible are just there to make life miserable. You Christians serve 
an oppressive God who doesn’t want you to have any fun.” I’ve found that a 
life with Christ is a life of fulfillment and purpose.

We must realize that God loves us and is always looking out for our eternal 
benefit, even if what we are presently going through is difficult.

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
RON AGUILERA

FYI   (For Your Information...)
A weekly e-newsletter for employees and friends of the 

Illinois Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

October 23, 2019

Making healthy 
disciple-making 

churches

You can contact me
by writing:

Illinois Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists

619 Plainfield Road
Willowbrook IL 60527

by email:
president@ilcsda.org

by phone:
630-856-2880

Seventh-day 
Adventist Church
I L L I N O I S  C O N F E R E N C E



I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

...Arek Bojko. Pastor Arek is the Illinois Conference Stewardship Director and is available to come to your church and to 
be a resource. Thanks, Arek, for being a blessing.

CHURCH VISIT

This past week, I had the privilege of preaching at the Ottawa SDA church as it celebrated its 127th anniversary (and 
50 years at its current location). In the afternoon, all of heaven celebrated a decision for God through baptism. I want to 
thank Pastor Frendell Reyes and his wife, Glady, for the great work they are doing in the district. It was exciting to see 
representation from all the churches of the district at this event. May God continue to bless and guide you! 

Late in the afternoon, Lori and I were able to be back to Hinsdale Adventist Academy, which was hosting our annual 
Hispanic Women’s Retreat, to speak to the ladies gathered at this event. The theme was “Libre Soy.” Almost 500 ladies 
gathered to listen to seminars from Sara de Bullón, Clarita and Mauricio Cardenas, and Ruben and Leni Bullón. What a 
privilege to be there! 

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! There are only 10 spots left! Sign up now. The 
Illinois Conference is hosting a Seven Churches of Revelation trip 
to visit Greece and Turkey March 22-April 1, 2020. The highlights 
include Istanbul, Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book 
of Revelation (which are found in both Turkey and Greece), Athens, 
Greece, and a three-day cruise with stops on the Greek isles of 
Patmos, Crete, and Santorini. (We will be on Patmos on Sabbath). For 
more information and the registration form, please visit the home page of the Illinois Conference website: www.ilcsda.
org. Scroll down through the details to the links to the forms and documents at the end. To enroll, send your application 
directly to Gospel Travel. If you have any questions, contact Wanda Martinez at 919-577-0043.

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

October 23, 2019 



NEWS

	 Alfred Palla, our Polish church pastor, reports, “At our first evangelism meeting we had about 20 first time visitors 
and the total attendance was over 50. Several were individuals I have befriended while selling Polish books in 
front of Polish supermarkets. The lecture was well-received by visitors and church members. Our next evangelistic 
meeting intentionally coincides with our worship next Sabbath at noon, and the next one is on Sunday again at 6 
pm.” Thank you, Pastor Palla. May the Lord continue to bless!

	 Today, at our Conference Executive Committee, Michael Campos, Illinois Conference Youth Director, reported the 
following:

• In the last three years, we’ve seen a 45.5% increase in Adventurer clubs registered annually. 
• Pathfinders: This year’s Oshkosh numbers show a 30.9% increase from 2014. The Illinois Conference had 2nd 

largest delegation in our Union. (Total 1,126)
• In the process of developing a conference-wide council with various church/district representatives for event 

planning and leadership training for young adults. 
• Summer Camp at Camp Akita: Camper decisions for baptism in 2018 - 99. In 2019, 118 baptisms.

.
	 Carolina Villegas is the new preschool and Kindergarten teacher at our North Aurora School.

RESOURCES

	 	A new public evangelism program by Ty Gibson: CRAVE: How to Get What You Really Want. CRAVE is a   
unique evangelistic approach designed for sharing on university campuses and other venues that might attract a   
secular audience. The material was created for people who are open to exploring the intersection between science   
and spirituality. Attendees will discover that behind all of our material and relational pursuits for satisfaction lies   
our deepest desire: to love and be loved. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y4aj6rnc

	 Looking for a Vacation Bible School program? Check out Heroes VBS! Kids love heroes. Instead of talking   
about superheroes from the comics or movies, this new VBS from the Seventh-day Adventist Church will teach 
them about heroes from the Bible! Order now to save on this exciting new program. Kits will ship in December. 
For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/yyceqmyp

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . there are 20 million Americans afflicted with a substance use disorder (SUD)? And tragically, each year, about 
158,000 die from alcohol or drug-related deaths.  However, as we head further into National Recovery Month, one of the 
most effective tools to prevent and/or recover from addiction is often overlooked — faith. 

“Place to place is to be visited, church after church is to be raised up.”
 

–  Ellen White, Testimonies Vol. 7, p. 20
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