
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way that appears to be right to a 
man/woman, but in the end, it leads to death.”

Once upon a time, there lived a young prince. This prince was not 
only handsome and wealthy but had beautiful long, flowing hair. This 
prince, Absalom, was tired of following his father, the king. He was tired 
of doing what the father said. He was tired of waiting for his turn to be in 
charge. So, he began to whisper, question, and plot against his father. He 
began to subvert his father’s leadership and motives and invite others to 
follow him instead. He sat by the city gate, and as people went by told them 
life would be better for them if he were king, that things would be different, 
that they would not suffer the injustices they were experiencing, that he 
would set things right!

Every day, he would pick out the faults of the king, until the day came 
when enough people decided to follow the vision of this rebellious prince, 
and they drove the King, David, out of the city. They laughed at the King, 
mocked him, rejected him, and David wept, not only for the people but for 
his son. 

This led to war. One day, rival armies met in battle. “Deal gently for my 
sake with the young man, Absalom.” That was the King’s top order, his 
main concern. Every time a runner came to relay the news of the battle, 
the king would ask, “Is it well with the young man, Absalom?” He asked 
the question again and again until the tragic news finally came. The young 
prince had been slain in direct violation of the king’s orders. Joab had found 
him helplessly hanging by his hair, from the branch of a tree, and thrust 
three daggers into his heart. When the king heard the news, he cried out 
with words of sadness and grief. Words we still remember today, “O my 
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son, Absalom. My son, my son, Absalom. Would I have died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son?”

These are Jesus’ words to us when we cease to follow him and choose to go after our own desires and plans. God loves us 
and wants what is best for us. It pains Him when we choose to reject Him, and we prefer a path that leads to destruction. 
Later, another of King David’s sons remind us of this. “There is a way that appears to be right to a man/woman, but in the 
end, it leads to death.”

I have a question for you today, “How many of you would say you struggle with your pace of life? I want to remind you 
that Jesus said, “I came that you might have life, life more abundant.” John 10:10 has become one of my life verses. “The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” 

Jesus wants us to have abundant life. Step one is slow down, to ruthlessly eliminate hurry from your life, to create 
rhythms that add margin and health to every area of your life. If you don’t know how, your pastor can help you to 
establish rhythms that will help you live the life God wants you live, so you can have true life, the abundant life God 
wants for you today.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

...the Mattoon Seventh-day Adventist Church. Thank you for the donation from the Mattoon Church sent to the 
Conference for Camp Akita building projects.

CHURCH VISIT

This past week, I had the privilege of attending Annual Council, which is the Adventist World church executive 
committee meeting, held in at the General Conference office in Silver Spring, Maryland. On Sabbath, we worshipped 
together in the General Conference auditorium. Ted N. C. Wilson, General Conference President, gave the sermon. He 
focused on the transforming power of Christ’s love and the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection.

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! There are only 10 spots left! 
Sign up now. The Illinois Conference is hosting a Seven 
Churches of Revelation trip to visit Greece and Turkey 
March 22-April 1, 2020. The highlights include Istanbul, 
Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book of 
Revelation (which are found in both Turkey and Greece), 
Athens, Greece, and a three-day cruise with stops on 
the Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and Santorini. (We 
will be on Patmos on Sabbath). For more information 
and the registration form, please visit the home page of 
the Illinois Conference website: www.ilcsda.org. Scroll all the way down through the details to the links to the forms 
and documents at the end. To enroll, send your application directly to Gospel Travel. If you have any questions, contact 
Wanda Martinez at 919-577-0043.
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NEWS

	 Congratulations to Pastor Magdiel Gomez, Pastor of our Southwest Hispanic District. 
Pastor Magdiel has announced his retirement effective at the end of the year. I want to 
thank Pastor Magdiel for his many years of committed service, especially here in the 
Illinois Conference, and pray God will bless him as he enters this new stage of life.

	 The Polish Seventh-day Adventist Church has distributed 12,000 flyers and 100 posters, 
placed ads in some Polish papers, and recorded a short interview which will be played on Polish radio this week. 
This is to announce evangelistic meetings, “Joy in Spite of Circumstances.” The series will begin on October 20th.

	 I am looking forward to celebrating the Ottawa Seventh-day Adventist Church’s 127th anniversary this coming 
Sabbath. It is also the 50th anniversary of being in their current location. If you are in the area, I invite you to 
come and worship together in Ottawa this coming Sabbath.

RESOURCES

			“My Language, My Life.”
   Are you looking for free Seventh-day Adventist resources in multiple languages to share with people in your   

  community? Check out My Language My Life, a website full of curated audio, video, online, and print resources   
  from around the world. Learn more at: https://www.mylanguagemylife.com

			Are you looking for more evangelism sermons and resources? Check out these General Conference resources at   
  www.gcevangelism.com

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . the Seventh-day Adventist church membership as of June 30, 2019, is 21,252,743?

“Many attend religious services and are refreshed and comforted by the 
word of God; but through neglect of meditation, watchfulness, and prayer, 
they lose the blessing, and find themselves more destitute than before they 
received it. Often, they feel that God has dealt hardly with them. They do 
not see that the fault is their own. By separating themselves from Jesus, 

they have shut away the light of His presence.” 

–  Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 833

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the 
president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 

the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

October 16, 2019


