
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Psalm 86:3-5, “Have mercy on me, Lord, for I call to you all day long. 
Bring joy to your servant, Lord, for I put my trust in you. You, Lord, 
are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all who call to you.”

When life is going well, it’s easy to say, “God is good. He answers prayer.” 
But a crisis can bring doubt, especially if the Lord is not responding as 
quickly as we might like, or in the way we prefer. That’s when we may be 
tempted to try and make a deal with God. But, the bible is clear that the goal 
of prayer is not to get God to do what we want but to bring our concerns to 
Him, trusting that He will answer in His way and time.

Waiting on the Lord is fairly easy when we’re not facing anything major 
or painful. But when challenges or suffering come our way, it makes us 
impatient. We may even begin to find fault with God, thinking that if He 
truly loved us, He would do something and bring relief.

As we seek the Lord for help, David’s prayer in the Psalms provide a 
wonderful pattern for us to follow. He faced many difficult situations and 
continued to trust in God. Today’s passage from Psalm 86 starts with an 
urgent cry for help, followed by a reminder to the heavenly Father that 
David belongs to Him. Then he recounts God’s character—gracious, good, 
ready to forgive, and abundant in loving kindness to all who call on Him. 
These characteristics are the basis for trust. Spending time with God, 
knowing who God is, enables us to trust Him through the difficulties of life. 
And, because He is faithful, we know that He will keep His promises. His 
mercy, grace, and love give us the comfort we need to endure hardship.

NEXT WEEK: There will be no FYI next week. Lori and I will be 
away taking some vacation time before the year gets away from us. The 
next FYI will be on October 2nd. Blessings!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

...Cristina Grys, chaplain at Bolingbrook Hospital, and spouse of our executive secretary, 
John Grys. Cristina received the Christian Service Award last week for her work 
establishing the process for the Dignified Procession protocol implemented as a Code 
Dignity for all deceased. Thank you and congratulations, Cristina!

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to worship at Advent Health’s Conference on Mission. The message came from 
the theme of the Conference, “Whatever you have done for the least of these…” This is an excellent reminder for me, for 
us, as we strive to accomplish the mission God has given us to “Go and make disciples…”

NEWS

		Pastor Joshua Seo reports that the Chicago Central Korean Church held a three-week-long Foot Massage Health   
  Seminar from August 6 to 20. The instructor was Elder Sun-Gyu Nam. It was an opportunity to serve those who   
  attended. It was not only the foot massage health seminar but also a good evangelical meeting. Also, Jung-Rim   
  Moon of the Chicago Central Church did a great job, with the help of the deaconesses. About ten non-Adventist   
  people attended the church every day!  

 
		 Training and equipping each church member is a high value in the Illinois Conference. I want to invite you to 

commit the time to attend our Northern Illinois lay training event at the Illinois Conference, Sunday, September 29 
from 10:00 am-6:00 pm. Deadline to register is September 25, 2019 (Date changed from September 15.) 

	 The August 12-17, 2019 Chosen International Camporee has come and gone. Two new world records were 
established; one, for the largest human cross, and two, the largest scarf/slide. Another highlight was the record 
attendance of over 55,000 from 105 countries. But the highlight of highlights was the 1,311 Pathfinders of all ages 
who were baptized, and thousands more who went home to prepare for baptism.

	 Pastor Villamor Meriales reports that the Morton Grove Fil-Am church  
 held a very successful seminar titled, “Christ-Centered Discipleship.”  
 Their Women’s Ministry Department sponsored this event. 
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	 Andrews University Homecoming 2019 is scheduled for September 26–29. The community is invited 
to participate in several activities during this four-day event, including the 33rd annual parade, annual 
classic car show, international flag-raising ceremony, gala concert, 5K/10K run, and more. Visit 

 www.alumni.andrews.edu/homecoming to view the full schedule and see more events that may interest 
you!

 RESOURCES

			Another Look at Jesus & That’s My Jesus, By Steve Case
   Two new Revelation resources have been combined into one spiral-bound booklet. Another Look at Jesus explores 12 
   topics throughout Revelation and can be used individually, in small groups, or as a church. A teacher’s guide is included. 
   That’s My Jesus is a chapter-by-chapter study of Revelation designed for small groups. Each study includes discussion   

  prompts and follow-up questions. Purchase at: https://tinyurl.com/yytlfp28

			Longing for God: A Prayer and Bible Journal leads you through the entire Bible in one year, and you can start 
   anytime! Written by Frank M. Hasel, associate director of the Biblical Research Institute, the book features   

  helpful ideas on various aspects of achieving a deeper relationship with God.

			Andrews Study Bible. Last Thursday, the Andrews University Press released for sale the long-awaited 
   New International Version of the landmark Andrews Study Bible. Previously, it was only available   

  in the New King James Version. The Andrews Study Bible is also available in Spanish, Portuguese, and   
  Romanian. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/yxnsl7xm

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . the Illinois Conference held a Seeds Conference at the Conference office this past 
weekend? The SEEDS Conference is an intensive series of seminars and workshops on 
church planting. Thank you to Anthony Wagner-Smith, Seth Yelorda, Justin Evans, and 
Andres Flores for the presentations.

“These things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand.” Revelation 2:1. These 
words are spoken to the teachers in the church—those entrusted by God with weighty 
responsibilities. The sweet influences that are to be abundant in the church are bound up 
with God’s ministers, who are to reveal the love of Christ. The stars of heaven are under His 
control. He fills them with light. He guides and directs their movements. If He did not do 
this, they would become fallen stars. So with His ministers. They are but instruments in His 
hands, and all the good they accomplish is done through His power. Through them His light 
is to shine forth. The Savior is to be their efficiency. If they will look to Him as He looked to 
the Father, they will be enabled to do His work. As they make God their dependence, He 
will give them His brightness to reflect to the world.” 

– Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 586
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