
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never 
go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.’”  John 6:35

Not a day goes by that we’re not in need of God’s grace. Every morning 
we need His Spirit to fill us again, to strengthen us for what’s ahead. Every day 
we need a fresh word that He speaks to our hearts, that keeps our focus on what’s 
most important. Trying to run this race of life without Him, will do nothing but 
drain us dry.

The people of Israel spent 40 years in the desert. Wandering in circles. It was intense, 
hot, and dry. I’m sure they got tired. But God met them where they were. He made 
sure they had what they needed. They learned through every hard and grueling step 
how much they had to rely on Him. When they were hungry, God sent manna. Every 
day a miracle was there, right before their eyes. They just had to pick it up.

Friends, just like the people of Israel had to gather it fresh every morning in the 
wilderness, so it is with us. They couldn’t store it up; they had to look for it daily. 
And God always provided. Each morning it was there, waiting for them. Every day 
they were satisfied, nourished, and cared for. They never lacked or went without. 
See, God’s resources never run dry.

That’s what He offers us every single morning. Sometimes we miss it, out of 
busyness or stress. Life gets going too fast, spinning wildly, and sometimes we might 
start to forget what matters most. But even during those times, His grace is there. He 
waits for us. His patience and His peace, it never runs dry. Jesus is our Bread of Life. 
I invite you to allow His truth to nourish your spirit and life each day. 
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... a group of Illinois Conference church members that just returned from Camp Akita after 
participating in Mission Akita. 37 individuals participated. The projects included; installation 
of a new boat dock, clean-up of the boating area grounds, starting a prayer gazebo, painting 
the lodge deck, gardening, electrical work in the shop, general cleaning and organizing in 
preparation for summer camp, new fencing for horses, tree removal and clean up. Thank you to 
Jamie and Mike Daum and Roger and Debbie Henderson, and Tim Pittenger for organizing this, 
and for all who gave of their time, effort and talents! Thank you for being a blessing!

CHURCH VISIT

I had the opportunity to preach at two of our Illinois 
churches this past Sabbath. In the morning, I spoke at 
the Quincy SDA Church. What a pleasure to be with our 
members who live on the edge of the Mississippi River, and 
to see what’s happening there. In the afternoon, I spoke at 
our Carthage Church. Although a small group, they were 
joined by some of the members of the Rushville Company. 
It was great to be together. 

NEWS

	 I just wanted to share a picture of Kristina Windham’s new arrival. Kristina 
is our teacher at Metro-East Adventist School in Caseyville, Illinois. She had 
a baby boy at 2:34 PM on April 12th. He is 9 lbs. 6 oz. and he is 21.5 in. long.  
Congratulations!

	 This past, Sunday, the Elgin SDA, with the support of others, led out in Heal 
Elgin Clinic. It was held from 8an-4pm at the Lords Park Pavilion in Elgin. Services 
included dental care, vision care, medical care, legal advice, chiropractic evalua-
tions and hair care. Clothes were also available. This project is an initiative of the 
Elgin SDA Church, but supported by ministries, organizations and individuals from 
throughout Chicagoland. If you want to read more about it, go to: https://tinyurl.
com/yywkdeeb Many thanks to Pastor Gabriel Bardan and the leadership of the 
Elgin church and to all those who participated. 

	 In July 2016, the Yugoslavian church started a YouTube channel, Stazama 
Nade TV, and began posting materials; such as sermons, teaching seminars and 
different series of presentations about the healthy lifestyle, science and religion, 
psychology, and others.  Just recently, they reached 3,000 subscribers, people who 
are following their channel from different parts of the world and using our material.

June 5, 2019



	 This past Sabbath, the Lakeview Church had a very high Sabbath. Five peo-
ple gave their lives to Jesus Christ; Helen, George, Joshua, Alex, and Neto.  Church 
members, friends, and family came to give them support and to rejoice together in 
this wonderful occasion.

RESOURCES

	 “Contagious Adventist”. Created by Esther R. Knott, Dick Mackie, Marilyn Bauer, and Skip MacCarty. This nine-
session seminar will introduce church members to the art of being contagious Adventists. Participants will learn how to 
convert routine, everyday experiences into opportunities for witnessing. The leader’s kit includes step-by-step instructions, 
a sample participant guide, PowerPoint presentations, and videos for each session. To purchase, go to: 
https://tinyurl.com/y6cqhrls

	 “When Sex Offenders Come to Church”. Church is supposed to be a place where people can find love, 
acceptance, forgiveness, and transformation. Church is also supposed to be a place where parents can safely bring their 
children to meet Jesus, worship, and find refuge from the storms and pain of life. So, how should church leaders respond 
when those two goals are in conflict? Read more at: https://tinyurl.com/y26hmsuw

DID YOU KNOW . . .    

…Camp Akita holds a summer camp program each week geared towards a specific age 
group, between 7-17 years old? It’s a week full of fun, nature, adventure, challenges, 
and most of all each camper will be inspired to make Jesus their best friend! For more 
information, go to: https://www.campakita.com

“And let not those who kneel round the family altar put their faces in their hands and 
in their chair when they address God. Let them lift up their heads and, with holy awe 

and boldness, come to the throne of grace.”  

 – Ellen G. White, Adventist Home  Page 435
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the 
president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 

the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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