
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“In the morning, Oh Lord, you hear my voice.  In the morning, I lay my 
requests before you and I wait in expectation.” Psalm 5:3

Is prayer a vital part of your life? Many would say – of course! 
However, if someone looked at your life, at your priorities, at how you 
spend your time, would that statement still be true? If we’re honest with 
ourselves, the topic of prayer can be very conflicting. My question for 
you this week is, “Are you praying? Is prayer a key part of your life? Is it 
a priority?”

Think about this: When you get up in the morning, is your first thought 
about God, or is it checking your cell phone? The Psalmists wrote quite 
a bit about starting each day with God. It was clearly important to them. 
Do you have that same priority? In today’s hectic and busy world, it’s 
so easy to rush into our day without giving much thought to God or to 
prayer, but I am convinced that starting the day with God gets our day 
started right. Prayer recalibrates our hearts for life’s ups and downs, for 
the challenges we will face throughout the day.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it this way: “The prayer of the morning will 
determine the day.” I believe it! So, are you praying each morning? 
Perhaps it’s time you started putting God into your morning routine. I 
invite you to make it a priority to take a moment to start your day right 
by starting it with God.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... Steve Martin, our music teacher at North Shore Academy. An article on Steve appeared in the May 17, 2019 issue 
of the Chicago Tribune. See it here: https://tinyurl.com/y6p2yofx

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the privilege of speaking at 
the Polish SDA church. I want to thank Pastor Palla for 
the invitation and translation. After church, I enjoyed 
a wonderful fellowship meal, which included Pierogi. 
Delicious! I also appreciated the many conversations 
at the table and the opportunity to fellowship and hear 
about the good things happening there. 

In the afternoon, I had the opportunity to participate in the Ordination Service for Edye Campos. 
Congratulations Elder Campos! What a joy to see Edye’s parents, Jose and Adly Campos, long time ministers 
of the Gospel, present to celebrate this affirmation of their son. 

NEWS

	 Pastor Peter Iwankiw has accepted a call to pastor in Seattle, Washington. We wish Pastor Peter and his wife, 
Eileen, and their children, God’s richest blessings as they transition. Their last official Sabbath in the Champaign District 
will be June 15. 

	 Check out the latest News video on the Illinois Conference YouTube channel. Ministerial Director, Pete Braman, 
talks about an upcoming leadership training event open to all members of the Illinois Conference. See it at: 
https://youtu.be/LJcpQf-dNtg and subscribe to our YouTube channel. Once you subscribe, if you click notifications, 
you will be alerted when new material appears.
 
	 It is my desire that we increase our evangelistic fervor here in the Illinois Conference. To that end, Pastor 
Alejandro Bullon will be coming to the Illinois Conference to do some evangelism training with our all our pastors, and 
training for the Hispanic churches. He will be here on the following dates: Hispanic pastors June 25th; Hispanic elders, 
June 25th (evening); Non-Hispanic pastors, June 26th. More information to follow. 
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RESOURCES

	 #One Team Challenge - 21-Day Devotional
 #OneTeam Challenge is a 21-day devotional especially for youth and young adult ministry leaders. This devotional 
walks through Scripture and journeys through the lessons of life and ministry. Readers will be challenged with reflective 
questions and encouraged to share affirmations on social media to inspire others. Se it at:  https://tinyurl.com/yxhm8bjs

	 VBS Safety Toolkit
Adventist Risk Management has created free safety tools so you, your volunteers, and parents can have peace of mind 
knowing that children are safe at your VBS. Find resources for supervision, selecting and training volunteers, and 
creating check-in and check-out procedures. For information go to: https://tinyurl.com/y3tlqreh

DID YOU KNOW . . .    

…Membership losses in the Seventh-day Adventist Church have grown over the past 15 years? In 2000, 43 of every 100 
newly baptized members ended up leaving the church.

“The sweetest melodies that come from God through human lips—justification by faith, 
and the righteousness of Christ…” 

 – Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, April 4, 1893.
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.


