
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

As you know, I just got back from a trip to Israel, the land of the bible, 
the land where Jesus walked. This was a trip with some of our Illinois 
Conference pastors.  When we were driving up into Jerusalem on the 
bus, we read what are referred to as the ascent Psalms, Psalms 120-133. 

If you look at the headings of each of these shorter Psalms, you will see why 
they are called songs of ascent. The city of Jerusalem is 17.2 miles above 
sea level, and if you have been there, you see it is an uphill drive – your ears 
may even pop as the altitude increases. These particular Psalms were sung 
by the children of Israel on their journeys up to Jerusalem, in fulfillment of 
God’s command to make aliyah three times a year, hence the name ascent, or 
Aliyah, in Hebrew. 

Today, I think on the words of Psalm 121, and think about the days of 
making this journey on foot! 

I lift my eyes up to the hills –
Where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot slip –
he who watches over you will not slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord watches over you –
The Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
The sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 
The Lord will keep you from all harm – he will watch over your life; 
The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and for evermore.
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PERSONAL NOTE

It is good to be back from our Israel/Jordan trip. Walking where Jesus walked 
had a profound effect on me. Being on the Sea of Galilee, on the Jordan 
River, in Jerusalem, was a powerful reminder that Jesus is who He says He is, 
and that He is coming soon! 

NEWS

 Youth Director, Michael Campos reports, “Pathfinders and staff had a wonderful Sabbath in worship and 
fellowship at the Richland Bridge Church this past Sabbath. We’re thankful for their warmth and hospitality. In the 
afternoon, the Pathfinder Bible Experience testing began. The Pathfinders answered 90 questions from the Gospel 
of Luke and SDA Bible Commentary Introduction on Luke. All performed so well and improved significantly from 
their Area Level testing. Below are all who participated. The 1st place will advance to Union Level PBE testing 
scheduled for March 16th at Andrews University. 

1st place clubs: 
1. Angeles Guardianes de Palatine Team 1
2. Fairmont City Cahokians Team 1
3. Fox Valley Maranatha
4. Hinsdale Fil-Am Challengers “Chosen”
5. Hinsdale Fil-Am Challengers “Eye of the Needle”
6. Hinsdale Fil-Am Challengers “The Good Samaritans”
7. Joliet Hispanic Creyentes de Jesús Team C
8. Maranatha Eben-Ezer
9. North Aurora Ambassadors

2nd Place clubs:
10. Glen Ellyn Fil-Am Master
11. Elgin Explorers 

Congratulations and way to go, Pathfinders!

 180 Symposium is coming May 7-9, 2019, to Andrews University. Are you interested in GenZ and Social Issues? 
The 180 Symposium addresses current issues facing youth ministries, while seeking to generate principles for effective 
and healthy change through moderated discussion between administrators, academics, and practitioners in youth ministry. 
For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y5tfkll2

 Are you ready for summer? Summer camp at Camp Akita is right around the corner. You can look forward to a 
couple of new things at the camp; a Gymnastic and Nature Center and the new Pathfinder Pavilion.

RESOURCES

 Grandparenting by Claudio and Pamela Consuegra. Our culture calls grandparents to a life of indulgence with 
their grandchildren, while God has given them a much higher calling – that of being disciple-makers. This resource is 



filled with research, practical ideas, and discussion questions that may be used by individuals or small groups to explore 
the God-given role of grandparenting. https://tinyurl.com/y2899xlx

 Check out Black Wall Street on www.ItIsWritten.TV/wallstreet. Check out the trailer here:
https://tinyurl.com/y4v3blsf

 Let’s Talk About Jesus, by Steve Case
Want some small group discussion starters? Use these prompts to get your group going. Steve Case draws on his love for 
Scripture, personal experiences, and training by taking a passage of Scripture and offering questions that draw out the 
meanings that lead to personal applications of the Bible. You’ll discover new possibilities to engage with God’s Word, 
interact with God and others, and wrestle with how to live as a follower of Jesus Christ. https://tinyurl.com/y5bpo3ve

DID YOU KNOW. . .

… there are 235 countries in the world recognized by the United Nations? The Seventh-day Adventist church has presence 
in 213 of those countries. 

“Our ideas of education take too narrow and too low a range. There is need of a 
broader scope, a higher aim. True education means more than the pursual of a certain 
course of study. It means more than a preparation for the life that now is. It has to 
do with the whole being, and with the whole period of existence possible to man. It is 
the harmonious development of the physical, the mental, and the spiritual powers. It 

prepares the student for the joy of service in this world and for the higher joy of wider 
service in the world to come.”  

Ellen G. White—Education
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