
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Ephesians 1:13
13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…

In the Book of Revelation there is a lot of talk about seals. Not the kind of 
seal that you see at Sea World slapping its flippers together while balancing a 
ball on its nose. The seals in the book of Revelation are more of a permanent 
stamp of ownership or authorship. Kind of like an ancient wax seal that 
would be fastened to a letter or message of importance.

The last book of the Bible describes two seals that individuals at the end of 
time will possess. People will either be stamped with the seal of God or the 
seal of the beast. The seal of God is placed on the forehead of believers. The 
seal of the beast appears on both the forehead and the right hand of those 
who oppose God. In both cases, the seal of God and seal of the Beast, the 
seal is acquired because this is what human beings choose as their destiny. 
Those who choose to accept what God has freely given them and choose 
to continue to follow the Lamb wherever He leads, receive the seal on their 
forehead. Those who choose the way of the Beast receive the other seal.

So, what is this seal of God? Is it an actual tattoo on the forehead? Is 
choosing to go to church on a certain day versus another as some have 
taught? Or is it something else? We really don’t have to do much searching 
to find what the seal of God is. It’s clearly stated in Ephesians 1. Paul tells 
us that the seal of God is His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit that guides us into 
truth, obedience, and faith. The Holy Spirit that comforts us in times of loss. 
The Holy Spirit that grants us wisdom and counsels us when we face difficult 
decisions. This Holy Spirit is the seal of God.
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In the Book of Revelation, you find every person standing on the Sea of Glass has this seal. That’s because being possessed 
by the Holy Spirit is a guarantee that our future is secured. Praise the Lord for the gift of His Spirit!

CHURCH VISIT 

This past Sabbath, I had a chance to visit and preach at my home church, the Burr Ridge Church. I also had an 
opportunity to have lunch and fellowship with some of the members. We are in the midst of a pastoral search process for 
the Burr Ridge Church. I am excited to see who God will bring to bless this congregation and our Conference!

CAMP AKITA PROJECT

This week, we had a ground-breaking ceremony at Camp Akita. Ground was 
broken to symbolize the start of construction for our Pathfinder Pavilion. 
Conference administration, Roger Henderson, and Michael Campos met 
with the architect and engineers to go over the final building plans. I am very 
excited about this project getting under way. It is projected it will be done 
this Spring.

NEWS

 Twice a year, in January and July, the Illinois Conference holds 
pastors meeting for its pastors. This is a time of development, training, and 
refreshment. The meetings are held at beautiful Camp Akita. That is where I 
am this week, but all of us will be heading back to our local responsibilities 
today.

 I am happy to report that our new Hispanic Ministries Director, Elder 
Rubén Bullón, and his family, have arrived to begin their ministry here in 
Illinois. Welcome, Bullón family!

JOB OPENING

Hinsdale Adventist Academy has an immediate opening for a part-time (approx. 25 hours a week) Enrollment Director. 
Sales/marketing experience with a degree in a related field is preferred. Hinsdale Adventist Academy is working with a 
company called “School Growth” which will support you in this position. If interested, contact Lori Aguilera at the Illinois 
Conference Office at laguilera@ilcsda.org.

RESOURCES 

 Family Seasons. By Claudio and Pamela Consuegra
The Family Ministries Department of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America is celebrating 100 years 
of ministry in 2019. Family Ministries directors Claudio and Pamela Consuegra are launching a year-long celebration 
starting with Family Seasons, a new book about God’s intention for our relationships. Explore Family Seasons to see how 



sin derailed God’s plan for families, and what He has in mind for us until He makes all things very good again.
https://www.adventsource.org/store/adult-ministries/family-ministries/family-seasons-39584

 Looking for an evangelistic tool? Check out, You Matter To God! Share this important message with your family, 
friends, neighbors, and others. Order the free LifeTalk Sharing Cards online at https:// LifeTalk.net/sharing-cards/. They 
are a great little gift for anyone, and they are FREE from LifeTalk. 

 Have you checked out The Adventist Learning Community? You might be interested in The Living Leadership 
Model, a 2-hour mini-course that helps develop the skills necessary to be an effective leader in your church. Learn how to 
get a task completed properly–and within an acceptable timeframe–and examine tools and skills for self-motivation.  For 
more information, go to: https://www.adventistlearningcommunity.com/courses/35

DID YOU KNOW. . .

… the median age of a Seventh-day Adventist member in North America is 61 years of age? 

“God has designated a plan which if followed will provide abundant support for His 
church. The tithe is to be presented to God as an experience of worship. When each 

member fulfills his obligation, the church will have ample funds with which to carry out 
its mission—in the local church, the conference, the union and the world field.”

                                                —Ellen G. White, Tithing Principles and Guidelines      
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