
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

One of my favorite Christmas hymns is “Joy to The World.” Joy to the 
World, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King.

Isaac Watts wrote “Joy to the World” in 1719. Since then, every 
Christmas season, carolers cast those words into the air like a lifeline 
out into the ocean of humanity. Joy came to the world because God, our 
great Creator, loved His creation so much that He sent His Son to reveal 
His story, so that over time, His character and ultimate goodwill toward 
mankind would be recognized. The impact on earth of Christ’s birth will 
never diminish despite enemies’ attempts to stop it. John 21:25 says that the 
world would not be able to contain the books that could be written about 
what the Lord did while on earth. Since then many more testimonies of His 
transforming love have been and will be written.

Nehemiah 8 records that Nehemiah, the leaders, and the people celebrated 
the Feast of Tabernacles with great joy, after sharing God’s Word. This 
Christmas season, we too can rejoice! We rejoice at the thought of the 
Savior’s birth, His purpose, and His inheritance. As we celebrate the reason 
for the season, may this Christmas season be a time of joy for you and your 
family.

This is the last FYI of this year. The next one will be on January 2nd. As the 
year concludes, I pray God will bless you and keep you and your families, 
and may He bless our churches as we strive to accomplish the mission He 
has given us.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . 

…Illinois Conference staff. The staff works hard every day to support the ministry of the churches and schools in the 
Illinois Conference. Thank you, Illinois Conference staff.

This past Thursday, we had our Conference staff holiday outing to the Chicago History museum, where learned about the 
history of Chicago and we enjoyed lunch together. It was a wonderful time of food, fun, and fellowship! 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, Lori and I were at the Bolingbrook Church. I am very excited about all the wonderful things 
happening there. Thank you, Pastor Jose and Pastor David and church leadership, for all you are doing to move 
forward the mission of the Church.

NEWS

 Do you know about the upcoming Illinois Conference Mission trip to Peru in 2019? I want to invite you to join 
Mike and Jaime Daum on a Mission Trip to serve the people near the Amazon River in Iquitos, Peru. Additionally, cultural 
visits will include; Cusco, Machu Picchu, and Lake Titicaca. The dates are February 13-27, 2019. For more information 
check out www.ilcsda.org/mission or email jdaum@ilcsda.org.

 The Grant County Jail inmates will be receiving holiday gift bags thanks to the Marion Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. The bags will be delivered on Dec. 22 during which members of the church will have a chance to meet with 
inmates. This is a tradition that has occurred around this time each year for at least 18 years, according to Luis Vasquez, 
community service director and jail ministry coordinator of the Marion Seventh-day Adventist Church. When the bags are 
handed over to inmates, church members receive many different reactions.
“I have seen guys cry,” Vasquez said. “Others are quiet in disbelief. There are many skeptic people, but we respect that 
decision. We don’t want them to be grateful, we just want them to be able to enjoy their bag.”

 I am very pleased to announce that Elder Ruben Bullon has accepted our invitation to 
serve as the Hispanic Ministries Director of the Illinois Conference. He will be joining us from 
the Texas Conference, where he has been serving for the past 6 years plus.  Pastor Bullon will 
be transitioning quickly, and we expect that he will be here early January. 

RESOURCES 

 Back to Bible Basics, by Desmond B. Hills. Back to Bible Basics features tips for how to read, study, and share 
the Bible; an overview of the 66 books of the Bible; and scripture scrapbooking. Readers will learn how to study the Bible 
while discovering its structure, beauty, and history. Go to: https://tinyurl.com/y93vkj36

 Sabbath School Teacher Training Set. This new training course from the North American Division will help 
Sabbath school teachers become more effective in their role as facilitators. The eight units cover lesson preparation, small 
group dynamics, the teaching techniques of Jesus, and much more. For more information, go to: 
https://tinyurl.com/y7b738h6



 Soul Liberty: Celebrating America’s First Freedom. By Gregory W. Hamilton
Discover the progression of religious liberty from Pilgrims and Puritans to the creation of the Bill of Rights and how it 
shaped a new nation. This coffee table book features colorful pictures, historical information, and quotations that highlight 
the value of our Constitutional Republic, and the sacred principles of religious freedom and liberty of conscience. For 
more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y7yblxst

DID YOU KNOW. . .

… the Christmas tree made its way to America in the 1830s but wasn’t popular until 1846, after Germany’s Prince Albert 
brought it to England when he married Queen Victoria? The two were sketched in front of a Christmas tree and the 
tradition instantly became popular. Royal fever was real even back then.

“Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was 
bigger than our whole world.” 

                                                             C.S. Lewis           
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