
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.”

I was giving a worship thought one day and said, “Christmas PRESENCE, 
instead of Christmas presents.” Afterwards, someone said to me. “That’s 
not right! You meant Christmas PRESENTS!  You know, the boxes and 
packages under the tree, the wrapped-up containers with buttons and bows, 
the envelopes filled with checks…and cash! Christmas PRESENTS!”

The more I thought about the more I realized that slip of the tongue was 
actually most accurate. The greatest Christmas Gift I’ve ever received wasn’t 
wrapped in a box with a bow. It didn’t have a tag with my name. I was not 
placed under a tree, although a tree was involved. No. The greatest Christmas 
Gift anyone could ever want came to me, and you, packed in a feedbox, in 
the middle of a barn/cave, wrapped in strips of white cloth, decorated with 
nothing but skin, hair and tiny fingernails. The greatest Christmas Gift wasn’t 
delivered to my home address by Amazon, but to the tiny town of Bethlehem. 
The greatest Christmas Gift is a strange but wonderful one—a tiny baby, who 
grew to be the Savior of the entire world. The greatest Christmas Present ever 
is the PRESENCE of Jesus in our world and in our lives.

May this Advent season be a time we prepare for the PRESENCE of Jesus in 
our homes and in our hearts.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . 

…The Goshen Church. The church fellowship hall was transformed into a space 
adorned with pink and blue balloons, as mothers-to-be visited various stations, greeted 
by medical and other professionals providing helpful information. The free community 
baby shower, put on by the Goshen Church on Nov. 18, gave families living in and near 
the impoverished South Chicago community a chance to access maternal and health 
services, support and education they may have otherwise lacked. Organizers and church 
elders, Lorian Willis and Tonnie Young-Hayes, said that, while it was important to give 
the expectant mothers the tools to have a healthy pregnancy and delivery, they also wanted the event to be fun. Stations 
included a professional photographer; blood pressure check; information on prenatal and dental care; along with games 
and rewards. During the event, senior pastor Gordon Fraser held some of the babies and offered a prayer of blessing over 
each of the expectant mothers. “Not only do we want to serve the physical needs of the community but also the spiritual 
needs,” Pastor Fraser said afterwards. 

GIVING UPDATE

At the end of October, tithe giving is the Conference is down 1.4%. Please remember to be faithful in giving to 
God during this gift giving season!

NEWS

 Adventist Health System will soon be Advent Health. Check out Advent Health’s 
Survivor Bell Choir. Each member of this choir has finished their course of cancer treatment and 
has come together to share their message of hope and healing in their new beginning. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJioxEmSO_A

 Christmas Behind Bars is an organization that reaches over 50,000 prisoners across the 
U.S., providing bibles, snacks, devotionals to those behind bars. The goal is to let them know that 
God has not forgotten about them and that He loves them, and that there is hope in Jesus. Vicki 
Funk and the Joliet SDA church have Statesville Correctional Center just down the road from 
the church. On November 29, thirty members delivered gift bags to each inmate. Thank you for 
being the hands and feet of Jesus, Joliet church! 

 This past Sunday, the new Conference Executive Committee met for the first time in this 
new quadrennium. We discussed mission and vision and how to move God’s work forward here 
in Illinois. Volunteer ministry and committees were elected, and preliminary budget assumptions 
were shared. We are praying our tithe giving will end strong in 2018.

HELP

One thing that would be incredibly helpful is if our church treasurers could be caught up and current in turning 
in all remittances. This would really assist as we try to balance our budget at the end of the year. Again, we are 
currently 1.4% behind, but I am confident God will provide.



RESOURCES 

 Are you interested in ministering to the city? Check out www.iwantthiscity.com. This TV show, I Want This City, 
explores urban mission in the context of declining mission offerings and the desperate need to reach those that live in our 
cities.

 Is your church in an urban area? Are you looking for resources that will help your church focus on 
mission? Check out this urban mission training video, Engaging Youth in Urban Mission, https://www.youtube.
comwatch?v=U0Ei7NinYU

 Check out Digging Deeper, a 7-part series digging deeper into core beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists. Created by 
the Adventist Review, topics include: “Is God One, Two, or Three?” and “What is the Last Great Deception?” and “Are 
the dead talking more now? And, are we part of the conversation?” and much more… For more information, go to: 
www.adventist review.org/diggingdeeper

DID YOU KNOW. . .

… This year www.AdventistBookCenter.com, one of the first online e-commerce sites developed by the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, is celebrating its 20th anniversary?  That first month, October 1998, AdventistBookCenter.Com, 
sold a grand total of $15.49!  From that tiny beginning twenty years ago, sales have continued to grow. It has grown to 
surpass $1 million annually. Today, people from more than 165 countries around the world have taken advantage of the 
convenience of shopping online for Adventist books, sharing materials, Sabbath School supplies, music, DVDs, etc.

““The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of God.” 
C.S. Lewis—Mere Christianity 
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