
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

It is December! Wow! How time flies! Where has the time gone?
As I think about the Christmas season that is upon us, I think about 
how Jesus Christ is the greatest gift of all. Each year, we are reminded 
that Christmas isn’t just about giving and receiving presents. Yet, if we 

honestly consider the heart of Christmas, it is, indeed, all about gift giving. 
At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the greatest gift ever 
given, by the greatest gift-giver of all, our wonderful God and Father.

As the Christ-mas (mas means more in Spanish) season begins, here is a 
poem from Charles Wesley.

Hail! the heaven born Prince of Peace
Hail! the Son of Righteousness
Life and light to all He brings
Risen with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give the second birth.

May you be blessed as you contemplate our Savior’s love!

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . 

…Debbie Ward, a member of the Hinsdale church, who puts on a 
vegetarian cooking class and holiday banquet at the church every year. This 
ministry was featured in the Chicago Tribune article. Way to go, Debbie! 
To see the article, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y88vw4tb.
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CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, Lori and I had the privilege of worshipping at the West Central 
SDA church in Oak Park, Illinois. Thank you for the great welcome and wonderful 
potluck. We very much enjoyed the worship and fellowship. Thank you, Pastor 
Otavio and Bella for all you are doing to further God’s kingdom in Illinois.

PRAYER FOCUS

I want to encourage each of our churches in Illinois to start 2019 by focusing on prayer. Throughout the 
NAD, many churches will be seeking A Deeper Experience: 10 Days of Prayer, from January 9-19. For more 
information, check out www.tendaysofprayer.org

NEWS

 Pastor José Saint Phard, pastor of the Bolingbrook church, has accepted a call to serve as a pastor in Australia. 
Pastor Jose’s last Sabbath will be January 12th. We wish José and Tiffany the best as they follow God’s leading and head 
to their new assignment.   

 Have you heard this news? The Illinois Conference is organizing a mission trip 
to Peru in February of 2019. This mission trip will serve the people near the Amazon 
River in Iquitos, Peru. Cultural visits include: Cusco, Machu Picchu, and Lake Titicaca. 
The date is February 13-27, 2019. For more information check out www.ilcsda.org/
mission or e-mail jdaum@ilcsda.org.

RESOURCES 

 Here is a women’s ministry opportunity: Women FIT4LIFE, 2019 Women’s Convention. September 26-29, 2019, 
in Orlando Florida. Sponsored by the North American Division, this convention is for women and high school girls only. 
For more information, go to www.nadwm.org

 He’s Alive Television will be celebrating its 25th anniversary on December 6, 2018. They will be broadcasting 
40-days of Preaching Teaching and Prayer. Themed: CALLED-TRAINED-GO…Each day we will consist of two daytime 
classes and a live broadcast evening series from the featured preachers and teachers. Streaming videos and archived 
videos can be seen at http://guardrailsmedia.com

 :It Is Written’s  My Place With Jesus is excited to introduce a brand new mobile app designed to help children 
learn about Jesus and the Bible in a fun, interactive way.  Players can customize their character, enjoy fun Bible lessons, 
hang out in the tree house with friends, earn badges for their backpacks, gather collectibles that unlock mini-games, and 
much more! Download it now  for free at: https://myplacewithjesus.org



DID YOU KNOW. . .

. . . the candy cane was supposedly invented by a candy maker in Germany, quite by accident? Seems he was trying to 
make a new treat for the children of his town and he came up with a striped candy, but when he fell asleep while trying to 
decide what to do with it, he left it to near the wood stove and it melted the top enough for it to turn down. 

“The holiday season is fast approaching with its interchange of gifts, and old and young 
are intently studying what they can bestow upon their friends as a token of affectionate 
remembrance. It is pleasant to receive a gift, however small, from those we love. It is an 

assurance that we are not forgotten and seems to bind us to them a little closer.” 

Ellen G White—The Review and Herald, December 26, 1882. {3BIO 210.1} 

Then she counsels, “Brethren and sisters, while you are devising gifts for one another, I 
would remind you of our heavenly Friend…. Will He not be pleased if we show that we 
have not forgotten Him?” {3BIO 210.2}  

A great reminder to be faithful in giving to God during this gift giving season!
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