
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love 
endures forever! Psalms 118:1

One more Thanksgiving story before the month is over…

Billy Graham once told a story of an old pastor and his wife who invited a 
new young couple in the church over for Thanksgiving dinner. As the couple 
entered the home, they smelled the wonderful turkey and all the trimmings in 
the kitchen. As the four made their way to the dining room table, there was a 
great feast before them! But as the young wife scanned the table, she noticed 
something out of place. Among the turkey, dressing, casseroles, and pies 
were three Chinese takeout cartons and a plate of egg rolls! 
     
“I know what you’re thinking,” the old pastor said. “Why is there 
Chinese takeout on the table?” “You see,” he continued, “23 years ago on 
Thanksgiving Day, my dear wife burned the turkey and started a fire in 
our kitchen! In fact, our entire kitchen nearly caught fire and the whole 
Thanksgiving meal was charred black!” “So, after the fire department left,” 
he chuckled, “we ordered Chinese takeout and that was our Thanksgiving 
meal! And every year since, we’ve had Chinese takeout as a part of our meal 
to remind us to be thankful for what we have!” 

This year, I hope Thanksgiving wasn’t just a holiday for you. It should be 
a way of life for every Christian, to live with an attitude of gratitude! We 
serve a wonderful God who sent his Son to die for each one of us. So, as 
you continue to reflect on what you are thankful for this year, remember 
God’s blessings in your life! May it increase your commitment to serve 
Him faithfully!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . 

…the prayer coordinators of the Illinois Conference. They faithfully have a prayer time each week to lift up the people 
and churches of the Illinois Conference. Thank you, prayer coordinators, for also lifting the Administration of the 
Conference up in prayer.

NEWS

 Pastor Kent Rufo, the pastor of the Downers Grove church, has accepted a call to serve as the Campus Chaplain at
Pacific Union College. Our loss is their gain. Pastor Kent will begin his new duties on January 1st.

 This past Sabbath was the last Sabbath in our Conference for Pastor José Medina, the pastor of the Gurnee and
Lighthouse churches. Pastor Jose has accepted a pastoral position in the Indiana Conference. We wish Pastor Jose and
Lauren God’s richest blessings in their new district.

 NAD Adventist Ministries Convention / January13-16, 2019: This convention involving all ministries in the NAD
will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Learn more...

 A look at the Tithing Trend in the Adventist Church: In an annual statistical report published by the office of
archives, statistics, and research the percentage of tithes coming into the church has been increasing reaching 71% in
2016. Learn more...

 On Adventists regarding the Camp Fire in Paradise. So far, 59 dead and over 100 still unaccounted for. The
Northern California Conference’s weekly news reported that, “The Camp Fire has devastated the town of Paradise and its
surrounding communities. The Paradise church was destroyed and so was the K-4 area of Paradise Adventist Academy
and the industrial shop in the basement of the gym. Scores of Adventist families have lost their homes. The three pastors
of the Paradise church, the pastor of the Magalia Upper Ridge church, and the pastor of the Orland/Willows district have
all lost their homes to the fire. Most of the teaching staff at Paradise Adventist Academy have lost their homes. A number
of people from local area churches are still missing.

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Northern California. 

 The Lake Union Affirms Women in Ministry. President Maurice Valentine reaffirmed the Union’s commitment
to women in ministry. “God has called these women into ministry and we should give them respect,” he said. “They
shouldn’t be hurt for what they feel in their hearts.” Read more at: https://tinyurl.com/ybzzvgtw

RESOURCES 

 The 2019 Pathfinder Camporee, Chosen, will be here before you know it. If you need promotional resources, they
have been made available to you for free to use in promoting the Camporee. You can get those at: https://tinyurl.com/
y936ejrd

 NAD Health Summit 2019. Coming to Albuquerque, New Mexico. January 20-26, 2019. This six-day summit is
designed to provide training, networking, and inspiration for anyone involved with health ministries. For more informa-
tion, contact 44-300-8845 or summit@nadhealth.org

https://cye.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5819f1eeb0913738ce9b30c3&id=50010f1494&e=37608fbd7c
https://cye.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f5819f1eeb0913738ce9b30c3&id=7329556e5d&e=37608fbd7c


DID YOU KNOW. . .

. . . 77 countries were represented at the 2014 Forever Faithful Pathfinder Camporee?

“Search heaven and earth, and there is no truth revealed more powerful than that 
which is made manifest in works of mercy to those who need our sympathy and aid. 

This is the truth as it is in Jesus. When those who profess the name of Christ shall 
practice the principles of the golden rule, the same power will attend the gospel as in 

apostolic times. ” 

Ellen G White—Mount of Blessing, p. 137

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.
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