
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise. Be thankful to Him and bless His name.” —Psalm 100:4

I really like the Thanksgiving holiday, it is my favorite holiday because 
there is not a lot of pressure to go out and buy things. Yes, you have to get 
food, of course, but apart from that, Thanksgiving is not about shopping. It 
is more about getting together with family and friends and doing what most 
people love to do, which is eat. We can enjoy the food. We can enjoy our 
family. We can enjoy our fellowship. But the real purpose of Thanksgiving 
is to give thanks. It is a day to focus on giving thanks. Of course, that 
is sometimes easier said than done. It is easy when things are going 
reasonably well; when the bills are paid, when we have a roof over our 
head, when our health is good... But when times are hard, we don’t want to 
give thanks at all. 

But here is what the Bible says: “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
his love endures forever” (Psalm 106:1 NIV). Notice this verse does not 
say to give thanks to the Lord when you feel good. Rather, it says, “Give 
thanks to the Lord, for He is good.” Someone might say, “Well, what if my 
heart is not in it? Should I still give thanks?” Yes, you should. Many times, 
when we offer our worship to God, it is just that: a sacrifice. Hebrews 
13:15 says, “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a 
sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.”

The Bible not only commands us to give thanks regardless of 
circumstances, but it also tells us to verbally give thanks to God. It would 
be like a husband never telling his wife that he loves her. She needs to hear 
it from him. And of course, a husband needs to hear “I love you” from his 
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wife, too. God knows all things. He knows whether we love him. However, He still asks for us to give Him praise. Far 
too often, we fail to give God what is due him. As Psalm 29:2 reminds us, “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.”

As we enter the Thanksgiving season, this is my desire and hope for you and me. 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

...Hinsdale Adventist Academy. Check out this video of HAA ’s use of Creation Health. 
https://vimeo.com/297788891/b5722b9873

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I was at the North American Division Year-End Meetings. The Sabbath morning speaker was 
NAD Executive Secretary, G Alexander Bryant. The sermon title was, “Having the Mind of Christ”. I look forward to 
preaching and the fellowship at the Deer Park SDA church this coming Sabbath.

NEWS

  As you may have heard, at Constituency Meeting, our Camp Akita Manager and Operating Committee proposed 
three projects for the development the Camp: a Pathfinder Pavilion, an Equine Center, and an Activity Center. The 
delegates approved all three projects, with the condition that the projects would not be started until the funding was there 
for each one. Also, voted was the order in which they are to be built; the Pathfinder Pavilion, then the Equine Center, and 
the Activity Center (and most expensive) last.

I am happy to report that we have started the process to build the Pathfinder Pavilion. Our Camp Manager, Roger 
Henderson, is getting bids and we hope to be under way in the near future. Stay tuned.

 Check out the Lake Union Herald’s announcement of the recent Illinois Conference Constituency 
meeting. https://www.lakeunionherald.org/articles/illinois-conference-re-elects-leadership?utm_
source=Laker+Union+Herald&utm_campaign=963029af47-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_01_10_42&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_001998e944-963029af47-48527563 

 It Is Written is pleased to announce the ReCHARGE Evangelism Retreat, to be held on Dec. 9-11, 2018, at 
the Cohutta Springs Conference Center in Georgia. Join It Is Written for practical seminars that will improve your 
evangelism skills. Call (661) 319-9529 for more information or to register.

RESOURCES 

 Looking for evangelism resources? Check Discovery Centers by Voice of Prophecy. There are a number of re-
sources, and one is bound to fit as your church plans it its evangelism strategy for 2019. https://signup.discoverycenters.
com
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 Come Together, By Steve Case
Foster closeness and community in your group—whether that’s with 5 people, 50, or 500. In Come Together. youth 
ministry veteran Steve Case has put together this series of activities which he collected over decades of experience. Use 
these activities to craft your own group-building experiences. https://www.adventsource.org/store/youth-ministries/
leadership/come-together-group-building-activities-that-foster-closeness-and-community-38535

DID YOU KNOW?

As of December 31, 2017, the Adventist Church in North America has 1,249, 715 members, 5,561 churches, and 852 
companies.

“We are to follow Christ day by day. God does not bestow help for tomorrow. He does 
not give His children all the directions for their life journey at once, lest they should 
become confused. He tells them just as much as they can remember and perform. 
The strength and wisdom imparted are for the present emergency. “If any of you 

lack wisdom,” - for today - “let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” James 1:5.”

Ellen G White—Desire of Ages page 313

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president




