
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another and 
build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”

Barnabas was an encourager. In fact, the name “Barnabas” was 
actually a nickname that meant the “son of encouragement.” If 
you were to be referred to by your most visible character trait, 
what would that be? It’s a pretty humbling thought when we 

stop to reflect on how we really interact with others on a daily basis and the 
impact we have on them.

How do we become an encourager? Not all of us will have the gift 
of encouragement the way that Barnabas did, but we are all called to 
encourage one another. We can think of it like the gift of evangelism or 
giving. Not all of us are especially gifted in leading others to faith in 
Christ, but we are all called to share our faith. Not all of us are gifted with 
the joy of giving way above the tithe, but we are all called to tithe (10%) 
as a basic start in faithful giving.  It’s the same with encouragement. For 
some, encouraging others might come naturally. For others it’s more of a 
challenge. Either way, the Bible tells us that we are all called to encourage 
and build each other up. So, how do we do that?

1. Appropriate touch. Sometimes a simple touch, a hug, or pat on the 
back is enough.

2. Words. Compliment the good qualities that you see. Let them 
know that you appreciate them through words of compassion and 
kindness.

3. Written. It’s a simple text or email saying that you’re thinking of 
that person or praying for them. Handwritten letters are the best.
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When it comes to encouragement, we never know what’s going on behind the scenes in a person’s life. So, who can you 
encourage this week? A spouse, a child, a colleague? A simple act of encouragement can have a powerful impact for good 
in a person’s life.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

...Deb Perez, our Illinois Conference Human Resources Director. Last Sabbath, she visited 
the Cary Grove church, and heard Pastor Bardan’s sermon on eight metaphors of Jesus. She 
appreciated it so much, she took notes and then went home and had a bible study on it. 

CHURCH VISIT

This past weekend, I had the opportunity to attend Adventist Health System Conference on Mission. On Sabbath morning, 
I was blessed by a message by Randy Roberts, Senior Pastor of the Loma Linda church. He spoke on the Advent, and how 
God promises to draw near and to be with us each day. 

NEWS

 I am happy to report that after an interview with the Polish church search committee and 
approval from the Conference Executive committee, Pastor Alfred Palla has accepted the invitation 
to serve as Part-Time pastor for that church. May God bless you, Pastor Palla, as you join the Illinois 
Conference team.

 The Yugoslavian Church recently hosted a six-session seminar, “The Origin of 
Man: The Lost Identity of a Man and the Search for the Ancestors.” The guest speaker 
was Dr. Tomislav Terzin, who is originally from Serbia, and is an Associate Professor 
of Biology at the University of Alberta, Canada.  Dr. Terzin is a worldwide speaker 
and spokesman for the Theory of Creationism. Some of his lectures/presentations on 
the Youtube stazamanade.tv have over 150.000 views.

 Ron Huff, Illinois Conference Superintendent of Education, reports that enrollment in our 10 schools in Illinois 
stands at 469 as of September 13.  Below is a chart of the last five years.

 I would like to thank Pastor Ron Schultz for service as the Illinois Conference Prayer Coordinator.  We 
wish Ron and Marion well in their new assignment.  Elder Pete Braman, Illinois Conference Ministerial 



Director, will serve as the interim Conference Prayer Coordinator. Thanks also to Pete for his willingness to 
serve and thank the area prayer coordinators for their commitment to prayer.

RESOURCES 

 Christ in the City, by Skip Bell. How should we share the Gospel in the city? Christ in the City provides an in-
troduction to developing a transformational mission and evangelism in urban centers. It shows Christ’s love for people 
in urban neighborhoods and calls for disciples to share His presence in the homes, apartments, streets, alleys, shops, 
parks, and schools that form cities. For more information, go to: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.
aspx?id=39394

 Islam: Facts, Fictions, and Familiarities by Paul Dybdahl and Gabriela Phillips.
If you are curious about your Muslim neighbors, this book is for you. Through Bible study and interviews with Muslims 
living in America, Islam: Facts, Fictions, and Familiarities emphasizes listening and relationships. When we are face to 
face with others, it becomes more difficult to hate, and easier to understand. Go to: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/
store-productDetails.aspx?ID=39393

DID YOU KNOW...

...that the Nursing Department and the Spiritual Care Services at AMITA Health Adventist Medical Center La Grange, and 
Hinsdale Adventist Academy, and CREATION health Adventist Corporate Orlando, have been working on an exciting 
community opportunity?  Starting in this month, they will be bringing Creation Health principles and promote health and 
wellness to the Hinsdale Adventist Academy High School students this school year. 

“Time has not been a test since 1844, and it will never again be a test. The Lord has 
shown me that the message of the third angel must go, . . . but it must NOT be hung on 
time. I saw that some were getting a false excitement, arising from preaching time; but 

the third angel’s message is stronger than time can be.”

—Ellen G. White, Early Writings page 75
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