
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines 
the motives of our hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4 NLT). 

I have discovered you will face pressure almost daily from 
someone who wants you to be who they think you ought to be. 
I am sure you have encountered this too. But, God did not make 
you to be what somebody else wants you to be. God didn’t 

make you to be what your parents want you to be, what your spouse wants 
you to be, or what your boss or friends want you to be. God made you to be 
you. If you’re going to become all God wants you to be, you have to refuse 
to be defined by others.

Hebrews 11:24 says, “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to 
be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (NIV). Moses had an identity 
crisis. He was born a Hebrew slave but raised as Egyptian royalty, the 
grandson of Pharaoh. When he grew up, he faced two options: He could 
pretend to be Pharaoh’s grandson for the rest of his life and live a life of 
luxury and fame and power, or he could admit who he really was, a Jew. If 
he admitted who he really was, his family would kick him out to live with 
slaves the rest of his life. He would be disgraced and humiliated and live a 
life of pain and drudgery. Which would you choose?

Many people today are trying to be people they’re not. But Moses refused 
to live a lie because he was a man of integrity. He insisted on being who 
God made him to be. Here’s my question for you: Who are you letting 
determine your identity? Is it your friends and family? Maybe you have 
parents who died years ago, but you’re still trying to live up to their vision 
for your life. Perhaps you are hanging on to what “a friend” said to you, or 
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you’re trying to prove a relative or family member wrong. Or, maybe you are trying to keep up with who social media 
and culture say you should be.

I want to remind you the Bible says: “Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines the motives of our 
hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4 NLT). May God bless you and help you be the person He wants you to be. 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

...the Naperville Church. The Naperville Church hosted a three-session seminar, “Forever Young: 
How to Delay Aging and Live Disease Free” at the Women’s Club in downtown Naperville this 
past weekend. Guest speaker, Dr. Roman Pawlak, who is originally from Poland, is an Associate 
Professor of Nutrition at East Carolina University in North Carolina. He has worked on the expert 
panel on Vegetarian Nutrition Evidence Analysis for the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. He was 
able to pass on good information about the use of Vitamin D, B-12, and certain Omega-3 fatty acid 
supplements.

EVENT 

We are less than a year away from Oshkosh and the Pathfinder Camporee. So far, over 10,000 tickets have been sold. 
I believe God is bringing His Pathfinders from around the world to Oshkosh. So, you might want to buy your CIC 
registration ticket ASAP - “as soon as possible”.  See a promotional video at: https://www.camporee.org/about/media/
chosen-promotional-video

For more information, call our youth department at the Conference or Serge Gedeon at CYE for registration questions. 
269-471-8380. Remember Oshkosh International Camporee tickets always sell out, so you will want to act fast! 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, Lori and I had the opportunity to visit the Bolingbrook church. It was the last 
Sabbath for Justin Alabata, their worship director. Justin has accepted a call to pastor in Florida. 
“Justin, you will be missed, but the impact of your ministry will have a lasting effect on the church. 
Blessings as you serve our God in another vineyard.” 

OUTREACH

This past Sunday, I had the opportunity to see members of our Princeton church and their pastor, 
Frendell Reyes, in action at their outreach booth at Sandwich Fair. Head elder, Steve Bell, taught 
me how-to blow-up balloons to pass out to the children. Thank you for your great witness and this 
yearly ministry booth. May the Lord bless your efforts.

HOW THE CHURCH WORKS

As I mentioned previously, the Organizing Committee which is made up of one member from each church in the 
Conference (unless you have over 500 members, then you get two members), met and selected the Nominating 
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Committee. This group will meet with the Lake Union President, Elder Maurice Valentine, to nominate officers, directors, 
the Conference Executive Committee and Board of Education on October 14th. These nominations will be brought for 
vote at the Constituency Meeting on October 28th. 

Below are the names of those selected to be on the Nominating Committee:
Roy Galan (Marion), Larry Clonch (Pastor), Debi Skinner (Springfield), Matthew Lucio (Pastor), Brian Petroski (Prince-
ton), Teresa Smith (Teacher), Lucy Escamilla (West Central), Dennis Fox (Cary Grove), Katrina Baum (Teacher), Regaldo 
Mary (North Shore), Derrick Winston (Goshen), Emmanuel Lacson (Hinsdale Fil-Am), John Contreraz (North Aurora), 
Gabe Campos (Burr Ridge), Kent Rufo (Pastor), Hannah Samuel (Teacher), Eduardo Burgos (Central Hispanic), Eva Cruz 
(South Hispanic), Elton DeSousa (Pastor) and Ebenezer Gaurino (Glen Ellyn Fil-Am).

NEWS

This past weekend, 140+ Illinois Conference Pathfinder TLT’s, Director’s and Staff gathered to attend our annual Path-
finder Leadership University held at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. Each attendee was able to work toward fulfilling class 
requirements that will aid them in completing the processes of either becoming a Pathfinder Master Guide or obtaining 
their certifications in Basic Staff Training or the newest certification, Staff Leadership.  In addition to working on their 
tracks, Director’s, TLT’s, and Staff were able to engage in an informative discussion regarding the upcoming 2019 Inter-
national Camporee, Oshkosh. With the help of all of our volunteers, and Pathfinder Area Coordinators, this event was an 
absolute success!

RESOURCES 

 Here is an interesting article: Young People are Leaving the Church: Here’s Why.  A new, 2018 Pew Research 
Center Report polled a growing group in America: “religious nones.” Check it out at: http://www.foxnews.com/opin-
ion/2018/09/09/young-christians-are-leaving-church-here-s-why.html

 Is there any better way to start out the church calendar in the New Year than with a prayer emphasis. I want to en-
courage each church to use “A Deeper Experience: 10 Days of Prayer”. From January 9-19, 2019. For more information 
and downloadable material.  go to: www.tendaysofprayer.org

DID YOU KNOW?

Adventist Health System (AHS), headquartered in Altamonte Springs, Florida, recently announced the organization will 
change its name to AdventHealth as of January 2019.  AHS manages 50 hospital campuses and hundreds of care facilities 
mostly in the Southern and Midwestern regions of the United States. While AHS is not owned directly by the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, the health care system maintains close and positive ties with the denomination. 

“We are to be Christ’s representatives on the earth—pure, kind, just, and merciful, 
full of compassion, showing unselfishness in word and deed.”

—Ellen G. White, Stewardship: Motives of the Heart: Ellen G. White Notes 1Q 2018
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