
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it 
is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water.”  John 4:10 NIV
                                                                                 
 Living in a house without an automatic sprinkler system has 
been an eye-opening experience
for me.  It has made me realize just how often the grass needs 

to be watered, especially during this dry spell we have been experiencing. 
The lack of rain has helped me learn that grass will simply die without a 
continual water supply.

As I watched the neighbor’s sprinkler the other day, it occurred to me that, 
much like grass, we continually need water. We need to be watered each 
and every day of our lives. We need to draw from God’s Living Water—
His life.  Only as we continually draw from Jesus and His Word and will 
we be able to grow strong in the midst of the heat and winds of life.

Are you drawing from Christ, your Living Water, today?  Or are you trying 
to live on your own?  God’s life, strength, and power awaits you. Spend 
time with Him and in His Word. Let Him water your soul over and over 
again each day. It will refresh you.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...TERESA SMITH 
Teresa Smith, the principal at Alpine Christian School. She has taken advantage 
of Title funds paid for from the local school district. Her students are now eligible 
to receive instruction from a reading and a math specialist under Title. Her school 
has also received funds for professional growth for the teachers under Title II. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
RON AGUILERA

FYI   (For Your Information...)
A weekly e-newsletter for employees and friends of the 

Illinois Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

August 29, 2018

Making healthy 
disciple-making 

churches

You can contact me
by writing:

Illinois Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists

619 Plainfield Road
Willowbrook IL 60527

by email:
president@ilcsda.org

by phone:
630-856-2880

Illinois Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists



She also has teamed up with the public school to have an ESL (English as a Second Language) teacher come and give instruc-
tion for free to the ESL student at Alpine. Way to go Teresa for taking advantage of funding to help meet the unique needs of your 
students! 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, Lori and I had the opportunity to be in Gurnee, and I was privileged to preach at the Gurnee SDA 
church. I want to thank Pastor Jose Medina and his wife, Lauren, as well as the church leadership, for their hospitality. 
After church, the Gurnee school principal, Katrina Baum, took us for a tour of the school Things are happening there. 
Praise the Lord. The Gurnee school is now the second biggest school in the Illinois Conference. I want to thank Katrina 
and her team for their hard work and commitment. It is noticed and appreciated! 

Also, I love Evelyn Hainey’s guitar wall. She teaches the children guitar and other instruments. If you have an instrument 
you don’t use or want, it will go to good use in Evelyn’s classroom. Thanks, Evelyn! 

In the afternoon, we traveled from Gurnee into Chicago to the Yugoslavian church to participate in the Commissioning 
service for Chaplain Alexsandra Tanurdzic, spouse of our Pastor, Milenko Tanurdzic. I was joined by others from the 
Illinois Conference, the Adventist Health System, and the North American Division. Congratulations, Aleks! May God 
continue to bless you and your ministry. 

By the way, they throw quite an after party! 



HOW THE CHURCH WORKS 

This past Sunday, Lake Union President, Maurice Valentine, met with the Illinois Conference organizing committee 
to select the nominating committee. The nominating committee will meet on October 14th to nominate the Illinois 
Conference officers and directors, as well as the Conference Executive Committee and Board of Education. These names 
will be brought to the delegates at the Conference Constituency Meeting on October 28th.

Those who have been selected to serve on the Nominating Committee will be listed on our website shortly. They are in the 
process of being contacted to see if they are willing to serve.

NEWS 

 I want to highlight Pastor Ruslan Drumi and the Russian church. They recently held a weeklong series about 
relationships, how to deal with difficult people, and how Bible can help with that. It was the first time in years of holding 
that kind of event, and out of 50 attendees they had 10 new guests. Praise God. 

On a personal note, congratulations to the Drumi Family on the baptism of their son. What a privilege for a pastor to 
baptize his own son! 

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.



 The Ministerial Department of the Illinois Conference is excited to offer a Lay Ministry Training event at the 
Illinois Conference office (619 Plainfield Rd, Willowbrook) on Sunday, September 23, from 1:00-6:00. Training venues 
will include: Clerks, Treasurers, Small Groups, Media, Deacons/Deaconess, Elders, Preaching, Relational Bible Studies. 
For this free training, please register on-line at www.ilcsda.org/laytraining  

RESOURCES

 ARTV. Short. Shareable. On Demand. Unexpected. Check it out at www.artvnow.com

 Inspiring Faith when there is none. Restoring faith when it is lost. Building faith in those seeking to grow. Check 
out Faith for Today at www.faithfortoday.tv 

DID YOU KNOW?

In 1874, John Nevin Andrews became the first official missionary sent from the United States to Europe. Guess what 
Adventist University is named after him? Andrews University, of course. =) 

You put God first when you lovingly obey the command, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove now herewith, saith the lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” Malachi 3:10

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


