
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact 
you are doing”.  1 Thessalonians 5:11
                                                                                 
 Loving others includes encouraging one another. In Romans 
12:7, 8, Paul lists encouragement among the gifts of grace. 
When people accomplish a common objective together, all are 
encouraged. Fellow believers encourage one another to “grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 
3:18).

The Thessalonian Christians faced struggles and an uncertain future. Paul 
wrote to encourage them, reminding them of their faith and love and hope 
in Christ, all of which prepared them to be ready for the Lord’s return. 
And with these assurances they could keep encouraging one another and 
building each other up. I think the gift of encouragement is one of the 
most important gifts to have in our lives. En¬cour¬agement is a gift in the 
home, the workplace, the church—wherever we find ourselves. We can 
come alongside others and be there for one another. We can listen, comfort, 
console, affirm. It’s a way of living out the command to love one another. 

Take time to recall the people who’ve been encouragers in your life. 
They’re the ones who were there when you thought you’d never laugh 
again. They were the ones who listened to you; whereas others just talked. 
Then ask yourself, “When was the last time I encouraged someone?” I 
invite you this week to make a point to encourage someone. You will be a 
blessing if you do.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...KRISTINA WINDHAM

These are some pictures from Kristina’s newly renovated classroom at Metro-East School. Beautiful! Thank you, Kristina and 
Metro East for all the hard work and care for your students. 

NEWS 

 I am very pleased to announce that some of our teachers were presenters at the North American Division Teachers 
Convention his past week:

Patrice Jenkins, presented on “How to Brand Yourself with Instagram”. Patrice is the 4th grade teacher at Hinsdale 
Adventist Academy. 

She was helped by Yanina Jimenez from Downers Grove and Yvonne Bisono from Alpine School. 

Lori Aguilera had two presentations: “Help! Dick can’t read, and Jane can’t do math, and Sally can’t sit still. What can 
I do?” And, “How can I help my students who can’t focus, get organized, pay attention, or sit still?” Lori is the Illinois 
Conference Associate Superintendent of Education and Special Education Director. 



 Coming September 6-8, 2018, Urban Mission and Ministry Congress at Andrews University. For more information, 
go to: www.adventsource.org. Click on events. Or, www.urbanmissionandministry.com

 Coming October 5, 6. Lake Union Provider Well Being Conference. At the Hyatt Lodge, in Oak Brook, IL. You can 
register at www.amp.lakeunion.org This event is for Adventist Doctors and Dentists. Plan to attend. You will be blessed! 

 Andrew Mikolajczyk shared with me that Patryk Czajkowski, son of one of the elders in the Polish SDA Church, 
invested a year teaching math in the SDA Church school in Pohnpei, in the Federated States of Micronesia. Here are some 
pictures. 

 I am looking forward to attending the 12th Annual Illinois Conference Prayer Retreat on October 5-7, 2018, at Camp 
Akita. The guest Speaker will be Dr. Joe Kidder.  You can register at www.ilcsda.org/prayer. I look forward to seeing you 
there.

RESOURCES 

 In a world where people are starving for truth, a good ol’ POTLUCK gets us fed! (I especially love haystacks!) Dis-
cover relevant Biblical content that will give you something to chew on. Follow #thepotluck or go to: www.thepotluck.org

 Speaking of haystacks, have you seen thehaystack.tv. It is a great resource full of podcasts, blogs, videos, memes. 
This is a great resource for and by millennials of the Seventh-day Adventist church. 

 Speaking of millennials, are you interested in bible studies for a new generation? Are you interested in bible studies 
for young adults written by young adults? Check it out at: www.eBelieveBible.com 

DID YOU KNOW...

North Shore Adventist Academy’s brass students were invited to perform for the keynote address of the NAD National 
Teachers Convention. They did an awesome job! Many thanks to our students and to their teacher, Steve Martin, for 
representing us well. 



The Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy emphasize the importance of returning the tithe 
to God on a timely and systematic basis: “Honor the Lord with thy substance and 

with the first fruits of all thine increase.” Proverbs 3:9. “Of all our income we should 
make the first appropriation to God.” Testimonies for the Church 4:474. “We are 

not to consecrate to Him what remains of our income after all our real or imaginary 
wants are satisfied; but before any portion is consumed we should set apart that 

which God has specified as His.” 

—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship, p.71
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