
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7 

Have you ever put together a bike? I remember the first 
bike I bought for my daughter, Chelsea. It came in a box, 
unassembled. The salesman at the store told me it was easy to 
assemble, that it would only take me 30 minutes. Hmmm! You 

guessed it. It took me a long time to put that bike together, hours, but it was 
worth it. The look of joy on her face, the delight as she rode up and down 
the street was priceless. As I reflect on that time, it reminds me of that 
moment and the feeling of bringing joy to my child, fallen as I am.  

But in God there is no fallen-ness. God’s heart is full of joy and love and 
the desire to give. That is why Jesus says, “Persist, ask and keep asking, 
seek and keep seeking, knock and keep knocking. Don’t stop. Because 
God loves to give gifts to his children.” He has a plan for your life, and it is 
good. Taste and see, because the Lord is indeed good.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...GREGG YOUNGREN

Gregg, is a member at our Peoria church, and volunteers to serve as our audio/
sound engineer at camp meeting. Gregg has spent much of this week setting up 
the sound booth and equipment at the big tent. Thank you, Gregg, for your will-
ing and servant heart.
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CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to preach at both church services at the Bolingbrook Church. Great things are 
happening there, but what I was most impressed with was the number of young people there. When we met pre-service 
with the morning leadership team, I noticed the people in the room. Almost everyone was a young adult. I love to see our 
younger generation leading! Way to go!

In the afternoon, I was at the North Shore church, supporting John Grys and his mother, Joanne, as they remembered and 
celebrated the life of Richie Grys, John’s brother/Joanne’s son, who passed away recently. Pastor Jonathan Burnett gave 
a wonderful message of hope. I am so thankful that soon our Lord Jesus will return to set all things right and to take us 
home.

HAPPENING THIS WEEK...

 Currently, I am at Camp Akita at pastor’s meetings, which end today, I will continue to be at Camp 
Akita for the rest of the week with some of our pastoral team to serve our Family Camp Meeting 
guests as they begin to arrive this afternoon. Family Camp Meeting officially begins this evening.
I am looking forward hearing our pastors speak tonight and tomorrow, and our camp meeting guest 
speaker, Elder Marvin Wray, this weekend. If you get a chance, come down for the day on Sabbath 
and experience the BIG Tent. =)! 

This past Monday, at Pastors Meetings, Karnik Doukmetzian, General Counsel for the General Conference, presented at 
our pastors’ meetings on the legal challenges facing the church, and the on Tuesday, Jose Cortes Jr, associate ministerial 
director for the North American Division, presented on evangelism to our pastors. 

Here are a few statements focused on:
• Evangelism is a lifestyle, not an event.
• We must use contextualized evangelism. We must relate to the needs of people.
• We must focus on retaining members.
• Most people leave the church because the lack of compassion.
• Small groups are critical to successful evangelism.

BAPTISM NEWS

Pastor Larry Clonch reported to me about a very exciting baptism this past Sabbath. Denise Schnell grew up in the 
church but was never baptized. She was in and out of the church but people remained in contact with her. She especially 
remembered the ministry of Pastor Dale and Carol Barnhurst when he was pastor in the Noble District many years ago. 
To make this a special service, they held it at her neighbor’s pond. Pastor Barnhurst and Pastor Larry Clonch baptized her 
together. Denise invited her friends from work, and family, of which many came to 
witness her new birth in the Lord. It was a great afternoon of rejoicing. The power of relationships! 

ONLINE GIVING

The Adventist Giving App is now available at the Google Play and the iTunes App stores.



DID YOU KNOW?

 …the following statistics about the Adventist church worldwide:
   Countries where we have church work – 215
   Number of members worldwide as of December 31, 2016 – 20,008,779
   Number of churches around the world – 81,552
   Companies around the world – 69,850
   Number of Conferences – 655
   Number of Conference Unions – 135
   Number of Divisions – 13

It is a joy to be part of God’s worldwide work!

“Every true disciple is born into the kingdom of God as a missionary. He who drinks 
of the living water becomes a fountain of life. The receiver becomes a giver. The grace 
of Christ in the soul is like a spring in the desert, welling up to refresh all, and making 

those who are ready to perish eager to drink of the water of life , 

—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p.195
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