
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Then God looked over all He had made, and He saw that it 
was very good” (Genesis 1:31, New Living Translation).
 
For a healthy snack, I enjoy eating nuts of various kinds. I love 
Spanish peanuts, almonds, and especially cashews. Recently, 
I realized the amount of work it takes to harvest and sell 
cashews. A single cashew grows on the end of a fruit-like pod 

called a cashew apple. The nuts are harvested one by one, the shells are 
often cracked open by hand, and further processing has to take place before 
they can be made available for consumption. No wonder they tend to be 
rather expensive at the local grocery store!
 
When I look closely at the cashew - or any other part of God’s creation 
- I get a new glimpse of the creative work of God. It would have been 
awesome to be an onlooker as God worked His way through creation 
week. As He concluded each stage of the process, outlined in the book of 
Genesis, He looked at it and “saw that it was very good.” And don’t forget, 
God didn’t stop His creative work with the stars, flowers, or cashew trees, 
but He also created humans - you and me. I want Him to continue His work 
in my life on a daily basis. How about you?

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 
 
The Illinois Conference Ministerial Department. This past Sunday, they 
held a free lay ministry training event at the Elmhurst Church. Seminars 
included: Treasurers, Clerks, Elders, Small Groups, Bible Study Tools, 
Preaching, Prayer, and Deacon/Deaconess. Thank you to Pete Braman, and 
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all the presenters, for sharing your talents and gifts.

CHURCH VISIT

This last Sabbath, I had the privilege of preaching at the Lighthouse Hispanic Church, 
yes, Church. On Sabbath, the Conference officially recognized the Lighthouse 
Company as an official church of the Illinois Conference. Congratulations! What a joy 
to celebrate what God is doing there.

NEWS

 Our Illinois Conference treasurer, Mike Daum, just told me the May 2018 Remittances are in and the tithe re-
port is a positive one!  We are reporting a .6% increase in tithe as compared to the same time last year! We do have some 
churches who have not turned in their remittances. If you can help us with this, it would be a great blessing. Thank you for 
your faithfulness!

 Also, please note, Adventist Giving apps are available for mobile devices at Apple iTunes and Google Play stores!  
This provides individuals registered with Adventist Giving the ability to give donations to any church that is set with an 
Adventist Giving account! If your church is not currently set up on Adventist Giving, Paula Saint-Villiers has the 
information you need to create an account with them.

 Camp Akita Family Camp Meeting is coming July 25 – 28, 2018. I want to invite you to plan to attend and bring 
a friend! Registration is at 5 PM Wednesday evening, first meeting at 7 PM. In addition to grace-oriented preaching and 
music, there will be time to enjoy the outdoors and recreation at Akita. There will be horseback riding, canoeing, swim-
ming, repelling, tubing and hiking. The Theme this year is, “You Can Come Home.” To reserve a tent-camping site and/or 
meals, see our website at: www.ilcsda.org/campmeeting

CONSTITUENCY MEETING

Over the next few months, I will be sharing some information I hope will give you a better idea of what happens at Con-
stituency Meetings and why…

Delegates: Because the Adventist church operates under a representative form of government model, over 400 delegates 
are selected to represent the almost 14,000 members of the Illinois Conference. There are two types of delegates; a regular 
delegate and a delegate at large.

Regular delegates are individuals selected by their local church. Each church gets a minimum of one delegate, plus one 
delegate for every 50 members or major portion thereof (for instance, a major portion of 50 is 26, so a church with 76 
members would get one for being a church, and then two additional delegates).

At Large Delegates include: all Conference church pastors, the principal or head teacher of each of our schools, Confer-
ence administration and departmental directors, Conference church delegates (these are members chosen from companies 
or mission groups, whose membership is held at the Conference office/church until the company or mission group be-
comes an organized church. These individuals are selected by the Conference Executive Committee).

www.ilcsda.org/campmeeting


Last month, we held delegate orientation meetings in all six areas of our Conference. Thank you for your attendance and 
participation.

Constituency Meeting Agenda Preview: At the Delegate Orientation meetings for the delegates selected to represent the 
Constituents of the Illinois Conference at our Constituency Meeting scheduled at the end of October, I asked for feedback 
on three capital projects suggested by the Camp Akita Operating Committee. I just wanted you to know there was over-
whelming support for all three projects: 
1. A multi-purpose Activity center
2. An Equine Center: An open air, covered arena, with 15 enclosed stalls, and bleachers for sitting
3. A Pathfinder Pavilion: A covered, open air concrete slab, with seating for 600-800

The cost is breakdown is as follows:
The multi-purpose Center - Around 2.8 million
The Equine Center – Around 1.2 million
A Pathfinder Pavilion – Around 500K

As I shared at the delegate orientation meeting, we have 700K that has already been given specifically for Camp Akita 
and will be looking for more funding before the Constituency meeting. I have asked our pastors to talk with each church 
board and ask if the church board is willing to vote an amount it would like to donate to support one of these projects. I 
have also asked the delegates to come prepared to support these projects by bringing a check or to make a pledge.

At Constituency meeting, we will lay out a plan for the delegates to approve on how to proceed. More on this in later FYI’s.

CAMP AKITA

Here is a word from Roger Henderson, our Camp Akita Manager, “If you have 
had the privilege of letting one of Debbie’s muffins or cinnamon rolls or those 
tasty loafs of bread slide down your throat you know you have had a small 
taste of heaven – but wait- now it just got a lot easier.  With the purchase of 
a new proofer and a 30qt mixer you can count on seeing more of these items 
showing up on your plate more often. But you will have to come to camp to 
experience it for yourself.  See you at camp! Thanks for your support.” 

RESOURCES

 One-fourth of Americans may not believe in heaven, but what does the Bible say? How can you share the biblical 
view with others? Pastor Chris Holland, Director/Speaker of It Is Written Canada, has just written a brand new sharing 
book—Is Heaven for Real? In it, he shares the Bible’s assurance that we have a Creator, a Savior, and a home being 
prepared for us in heaven. Watch Pastor Holland as he talks about his new book, Is Heaven for Real? at: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=SshO87R-8QE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SshO87R-8QE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SshO87R-8QE


DID YOU KNOW. . .

. . . On December 1, 2016, Pew Research released the results of a study on what Americans think about heaven. Here’s 
what they found:

• More than half (55 percent) believe in heaven and hell.
• One-fourth (25 percent) believe in neither heaven nor hell.
• 17 percent believe in heaven, but not in hell.
• 3 percent believe in hell, but not in heaven.

CLICK HERE to read the Pew Research report.

“All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to heaven. Prayers and tears 
and inquiries go up from souls longing for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many 
are on the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.” 

—Ellen G. White, Acts of the Apostles, p.109

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook page at 
Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day 

Adventists.
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