
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“We will use these stones to build a memorial. In the future 
your children will ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 
Then you can tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan 
River stopped flowing when the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant 
went across.’ These stones will stand as a memorial among 
the people of Israel forever” (Joshua 4:6-7, New Living 
Translation). 

 
I’m always fascinated by historical markers along the road. When I’m able 
to stop and look, I discover some interesting piece of local history that 
memorializes a person, place, or event. 
Remembering the past is important! Throughout Scripture, people were 
urged to remember the great things God had done for them, and they 
created memorials to help them remember. Do you remember the mighty 
works of God in your own life? Certainly, whenever we see a cross, we are 
reminded of the greatest act ever done for humanity. May we never forget 
that divine event! You and I can be living testimonies - living memorials - 
of the great salvation Jesus has provided. May people see Him in you and 
me today and every day.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... IT IS WRITTEN AND 
ESCRITO ESTÁ. 
 
They are partnering with the Collegedale Spanish-American Adventist 
Church to help victims of Guatemala’s Fuego volcano eruption that killed 
nearly 100, with 200 still missing. An estimated 1.7 million people were 
affected.
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NEWS

 I have some sad news to report. Pastor David Glass, a former Associate Pastor at the Hinsdale church passed 
away last Friday of pancreatic cancer. His memorial service was in Reno, NV, last Sabbath. If you would like to send 
cards, they can be sent to: 1129 Atlantic Dr. Stafford, VA. 22554 

 John Grys and I recently returned from interviewing a fantastic potential pastor for the N. Aurora church. The 
next step is for the church search committee to interview this young couple. If all goes well, I look forward to making an 
announcement soon.

 I am very excited to announce that a new youth/young adult pastor has been voted at the North Shore 
church. This name will become public this Sabbath. Stay tuned.

 Here is a report from David Kokiong, youth pastor at Hinsdale Fil-Am church: 
Our pastoral Staff challenged our church leaders to launch 10 small groups 

this summer. They are to be for 10 to 12 weeks, ranging from the start of June to 
the start of school or mid-August. 

As our youth group is large, we split our group in two: S.W.Y.G. (the 
Southwest Youth Group) and Summit (those around Hinsdale). Taking advantage 
of the summer weather these two groups meet for two hours a week. The first 
hour is an outdoor activity, and the second hour is Bible Study. For our launch, 
we decided to play kickball. Kickball is an equalizing sport, allowing complete 
participation from everyone. Our small groups have grown, drawing in both our 
church youth and also their friends from school and the community, and some 
parents as well! 

Our Challenge: Get active with the Youth in your church. Set up small groups 
and watch them get closer together and closer to God. 

 Joshua Martin and Nina Vallado, graduates of the Andrews University documentary film program, received five 
awards at the 2018 Sonscreen Film Festival held at the North American Division Headquarters in Columbia, Maryland, 
from April 5–7, 2018. Martin, who also studied photography, won Best Art Experimental and Best Cinematography for 
his film “125 Pounds.” The film explores Martin’s insecurities about his weight and the importance of getting to know 
the person beyond the body. Vallado’s film “Sisterly,” a documentary about autism and sisterhood, won Best in Festival, 
Audience Choice and Best Documentary Short.

EDUCATION FOCUS

I want to welcome new teachers coming to the serve in the Illinois Conference. I am glad you are here.

• Ivonne Bisono, 2nd-4th Grade Teacher, Alpine                                   
• Lori Thordarson, Kindergarten Teacher, HAA                                       
• Diana Blanco, 3rd Teacher Grade, HAA                                       
• DelJean Murray, Dickens, 6th-8th Language Arts Teacher, HAA                                       
• Jere Clayburn, Science Teacher, HAA                                       
• Stephanie Day, 6-8 Principal, Thompsonville                  



RESOURCES

 Practical Physical Plant & Life Safety for Your Church
For church leaders to carry out their tasks and help their ministries flourish, the physical plant must be a safe place for 
members to gather. In this webinar directed by David Fournier, vice president and chief client care officer of Adventist 
Risk Management, Inc. (ARM), learn about the physical plant and life safety for your church and see what you can do 
today to begin implementing these safety practices. For more information, go to: https://youtu.be/8TXZ9cimJQ0

 Why I Didn’t and Why You Shouldn’t Commit Suicide By Dr. Roy E. Gaiter, Sr.
Dr. Gaiter presents twelve reasons why he did not end his life and shares insight from his experience as a police chaplain 
and the brother of a fallen soldier. The lives of military personnel, veterans, people from the Bible, celebrities, leaders, 
and more are considered within this book. For more information, go to: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-
productDetails.aspx?id=39285

DID YOU KNOW. . .

. . . Researchers have demonstrated that a program aimed at helping people modify lifestyle factors such as diet and 
exercise is as effective as medication at reducing blood pressure. Participants in the study saw their blood pressure drop 
19 points, on average, after taking part in the Weimar Institute Newstart Lifestyle program for just 14 days. Other studies 
have shown that a blood pressure reduction of this magnitude can cut a person’s risk of heart disease or stroke in half.

“The children of God are not left alone and defenseless. Prayer moves the arm of 
Omnipotence. Prayer has “subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 

promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire” --we shall know 
what it means when we hear the reports of the martyrs who died for their faith--

”turneth to flight the armies of the aliens.” Heb. 11:33, 34. ”

—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p.172

  Check out our Facebook page at 
Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day 

Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


