
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“So the servants brought in everyone they could find, good 
and bad alike, and the banquet hall was filled with guests. But 
when the king came in to meet the guests, he noticed a man who 
wasn’t wearing the proper clothes for a wedding. ‘Friend,’ he 
asked, ‘how is it that you are here without wedding clothes?’ 
But the man had no reply” (Matthew 22:10-12, New Living 
Translation).
 

The royal wedding of Harry and Meghan is history. Millions of people 
around the world watched the festivities that took place at Windsor 
Castle. Most weddings don’t get this kind of international attention, but a 
marriage in the British royal family is big news. It was fascinating to see 
the video clips of people arriving at the ceremony, all of them wearing the 
appropriate attire for a royal wedding. You could also see, clutched in their 
hands, the invitation they had received that would gain them entrance into 
the day’s event. They were prepared.
 
Jesus told a parable about a wedding feast put on by a king for his son. 
Amazingly, the invited guests wouldn’t come! So, the king had his servants 
go and bring in people from all over to attend this special event - and they 
came. But they, too, had to be dressed in the proper attire. Today’s text 
tells of a man who came without the appropriate wedding clothes. The 
parable reminds us that unless we’re clothed in Jesus’ salvation, there 
is no entrance into God’s heavenly kingdom to come. The invitation is 
yours - and the “clothing” is yours for the taking. Be sure that you, too, are 
prepared for the most special event the universe will ever see!
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ON A PERSONAL NOTE
 
It is good to be back. My wife, Lori, and I enjoyed a week’s vacation with our daughters and sons-in-law. We are blessed 
to have a great relationship with them and it is always fun to be together. I hope you too can take time to be refreshed 
and to enjoy time with family. 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

 ...Sion Sung, the locally funded youth pastor at the Lombard SDA Church. The Lombard church celebrated three 
baptisms this past Sabbath. Three young people; James Ahn, Karen Lee, and Gabe Fisher said “Yes” to Jesus through 
baptism. Congratulations!

 ...the Chicago Fil-Am Church. On May 19-20, they celebrated the 25th Anniversary of the church. Their theme? 
“Looking Unto Jesus”. May God continue to bless you as you seek to accomplish the Gospel Commission.

 
NEWS

 I want to welcome back Tim Pittinger to the Illinois Conference Team. Tim will be serving as the 
Assistant Camp Ranger for Camp Akita effective June 1. Welcome Back, Tim. May God bless you and 
your family as you serve Him.  
 

 This past week, the Conference Office staff officially acknowl-
edged the almost 17 years of service Paul Saint Villiers has given to the 
Illinois Conference. Paul concluded his full-time ministry to the Illinois 
Conference on the 31st of May. Thank you, Paul and may God bless you! 

OUTREACH FOCUS

A couple of years ago, Barna conducted a study to see what attracted young people to church. There was not much 
success to the study until they came to a place in Pennsylvania where they found a church that the young people were 
excited about! They arrived at the church only to discover that it was old. The church service was ‘middle of the road.’ 
When they interviewed the young people they asked what it was about their church that attracted them to it? The answer 
was ‘Bill.’ What they found out about Bill was eye-opening.
 
Bill was not a pastor. He was not attractive in appearance, nor was he athletic by any means. And he did not play an 
instrument. BUT, Bill attended their high school games and cheered them on. He went to their school events and to 
graduation. He encouraged them. He smiled at them. In short, he loved them sincerely and the kids knew it. The students 
said, “Our church… and Bill is a model of it… is like family. They care for one another. Talents don’t matter. Wealth 
doesn’t matter. Clothes don’t matter. Cars don’t matter. Age doesn’t matter. It’s just a warm feeling you get from being 
family. That’s what matters.”
 
And Bill? He didn’t get those warm family feelings as a child. So he knew how important they were. And he shared 
them. Oh, I forgot to mention…Bill is 76 years old. I think this story illustrates, the kind of culture our churches can 
have to be attractive places for people of all ages to come and know Jesus.



RESOURCES

 Steps to Christ Study: This free course found in Adventist Learning Community and sponsored by the General 
Conference is an in-depth study of the book Steps to Christ, with historical annotations and introductions by Dr. Denis 
Fortin. https://www.adventistlearningcommunity.com/courses/1133

 Free Online Course: FREE Social Media Webinar: This webinar will teach how to use your church social media, 
and how to improve communication strategies. It is available June 7, 2018 and June 19, 2018. For more information, go 
to: https://www.adventistchurchconnect.com/

 Make Your Voice Heard in Heaven By Chaplain Barry Black. This new book by Barry Black, US Senate chaplain 
and Seventh-day Adventist pastor, is a challenge for us—individually and collectively—to call on the One who has the 
ultimate power, the Ruler of all creation. It is available at the Adventist Book Center online, or call 1-800-765-6955

DID YOU KNOW?

Matthew 28:18-20 is the most well-known biblical record of what is commonly referred to extra-biblically as “the Great 
Commission.” But despite the significance of these and other verses that call Christians to “go and make disciples of all 
nations, 51% of churchgoing Christians in the U.S. are unaware of these famous words from Jesus. Hmmm…. 

“Ministers of the gospel should form a happy acquaintance with the youth 
of their congregations... There is a great reluctance on the part of many to 
become acquainted, but it is accounted of heaven a neglect of duty, a sin 

against souls for whom Christ died.”

—Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers, page 207

  Check out our Facebook page at 
Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day 

Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


