
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“And the same one who descended (to our world) is the one 
who ascended higher than all the heavens, so that He might fill 
the entire universe with Himself.” 
Ephesians 4:10, New Living Translation
 
The iconic Empire State Building in New York City was 
officially dedicated on May 1, 1931, when President Herbert 
Hoover pressed a ceremonial button that turned on the 

building’s lights. It was constructed on just two acres at the former site of 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. The new skyscraper, with 102 stories standing 
1,250 feet tall, was the world’s tallest building - holding that record for 
almost 40 years until the World Trade Center twin towers were completed 
in 1970 and 1971. Even though the landmark is almost 90 years old now, 
it still remains one of the most recognizable and visited buildings in New 
York. 
 
I’ve been to the top of the Empire State Building and other skyscrapers 
around the world. I’ve also been to some pretty low places on this earth, 
such as the Dead Sea, which is more than 1,300 feet below sea level! The 
Bible assures us that no matter where we may be - at the top of the highest 
building in the world or in the deepest part of the ocean - God will be there, 
and He’s interested in you and me. Today’s verse says that Jesus came 
down to this world from the highest heaven in order to show the whole 
universe that His presence and His love are everywhere. What love He has 
for us!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... ILYA. 

ILYA stands for Illinois (Conference) Youth Adults. Inspired by the Lake Union Youth Congress 
this past February, some of our young adults have organized events to connect to other young 
adults in our territory. You can learn more about what is happening with our young adult 
ministry on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/821669187978741/ 

 
CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the privilege of being at the Champaign church for the ordination 
service of Pastor Peter Iwankiw. It was a high Sabbath, as Pastor Peter baptized his daughter; 
was ordained; and was blessed by the presence of many of his family. His brother, Willie, also a 
pastor, shared the ordination message, while I had the privilege of giving the ordination charge. 
Peter, may God continue to bless you and Eileen and your family as you serve Him.

NEWS

 This past week I was in Berrien Springs, Michigan, for meetings at the Lake Union. The meetings I attended 
were: The Lake Union Board of Education, the Lake Union Presidents meetings and Officers meeting, the Lake Union 
Association Board and Executive Committee meetings. While there, I also had an opportunity to meet with a couple of 
seminary students who might be prospective pastors for our Conference. 

 I also attended Amita Health Board of Directors meetings at our Glen Oaks hospital. I am very excited about the 
direction of our hospital leadership and the partnership we have been forming with our churches to support local church 
Health Initiatives.

I THOUGHT YOU WOULD WANT TO KNOW…

You might not know the Illinois Conference is divided into six geographical areas. For your information, below are the 
Area tithe percentages compared to the number of pastors per area:
   Area 1 (Southern Illinois) – 6% of tithe and 8% of the pastors in the Conference
   Area 2 (Central Illinois) – 9% of tithe and 9% of pastors
   Area 3 (Northwest Illinois) – 7% of tithe and 7% of pastors
   Area 4 (North Chicagoland) – 27% of tithe and 25% of pastors
   Area 5 (South Chicagoland) – 37% of tithe and 36% of pastors
   Area 6 (Hispanic Churches) – 14% of tithe and 15% of pastors

PRAYER / EVANGELISM FOCUS

Don Jacobsen has been writing a weekly blog for the HOPE-Heals website for more than a year. With nearly 10,000 
monthly visitors and countless requests for a compilation in book form, his newest book is available. For more 
information about “Okay, All Together Now,” you can go to the website, OkayAllTogetherNow.com. 



DID YOU KNOW?

. . . that in 1918 the total world population was 1.8 billion? The Christian population was .6 billion. Today, in 2018, the 
total world population is 7.8 billion and the Christian population is 2.6 billion.

The total Adventist membership in 1918 was 171.914, and 78% of our members lived in North America. In 2018, the 
total Adventist membership is 20 million, and only 8.1% lives in North America.  

RESOURCES

Sea of Miracles VBX Starter Kit English
Welcome to Sea of Miracles VBX, where kids get caught by Jesus’ love! This awesome program will show kids the 
power of Jesus’ love and what it means for us. Each day at Sea of Miracles kids will explore Galilee during Jesus’ time 
and experience the joy of sharing their adventures with each other. Solid Christ-centered activities will help kids discover 
Jesus and develop a growing relationship with Him. 

See promo video at: https://vimeo.com/245211436
Order at: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=39126

“We must be much in prayer if we would make progress in the divine life. When the 
message of truth was first proclaimed, how much we prayed. How often was the 
voice of intercession heard in the chamber, in the barn, in the orchard, or the grove. 
Frequently we spent hours in earnest prayer, two or three together claiming the 
promise; . . . Our perils are greater now than then. Souls are more hardened. We need 
now to be imbued with the spirit of Christ, and we should not rest until we receive it.”   

—Ellen G. White, Testimonies Volume 5, page 161

  Check out our Facebook page at 
Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day 

Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


