
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Never underestimate the power of prayer. When you are 
praying according to God’s will, your prayer is unstoppable. 
And how do we know what God’s will is? By careful study of 
Scripture. Jesus made this promise: “If you abide in Me, and 
My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 
shall be done for you” (John 15:7). We gravitate immediately 
toward the latter part of that verse: Ask what you desire, and 

it shall be done for you. We love that, as though God were some sort of 
genie. But that isn’t the case. We tend to forget about the first part of this 
verse: If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you. If we are walking 
in fellowship with God and studying the Word of God, then we will start 
praying according to the will of God. And then we will start seeing our 
prayers/His will answered.

 1 John 5:14–15 says, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that 
if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that 
He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we 
have asked of Him.” Therefore, we should never give up or back down. We 
need to keep praying. That is why Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 
7:7). In the original language, there is an ascending intensity to the terms. 
It is like starting off with some politeness. Then you get more aggressive. 
And then you are not letting go, like Jacob, who wrestled with the Lord 
and refused to let go until He blessed him. May we each pray and hold on 
to God daily!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . 

... the Adelante Community Health Center. This Center of Influence out of the Vanguard Company in Berwyn 
offers nutrition, stress, health and wellness classes, as well as medical care. They will be opening a thrift store 
in the near future. Thanks for being the hands and feet of Jesus!

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, Lori and I had the opportunity to worship at the Burr Ridge church. One of 
the special moments this Sabbath was an anointing for healing led by Tricia Treft and Pastor 
Paul Korac. What a privilege to stand with the elders of the church to pray for healing. 

In the evening, Lori and I were at North Shore 
Adventist Academy for the Illinois Conference Band 
Festival. The students from Hinsdale Adventist 
Academy, North Shore, and Downers Grove did a 
fantastic job.  They were led by guest conductor/
composer Leandro Bizama. I also want to recognize 
the FANTASTIC music teachers from our school. 
Special thanks to Steve Martin and CJ Daniel.

NEWS

 2018 National Day of Prayer
 It’s not too early to start planning for the 2018 National Day of Prayer scheduled for the first Thursday of 
May. This is a great opportunity to engage your community in prayer and/or to join with others from your 
community who are planning a special event. For more information and resources visit 
www.nationaldayofprayer.net.

 The Southern Illinois Youth have formed traveling ministry teams, conducting Sabbath School (except 
for Lesson Study) and the entire church service including the sermon, in the southern Illinois Seventh-day 
Adventist churches. On March 10, they traveled to Alton SDA Church and conducted the church service there.

 On Monday, March 5, Andrews University broke ground for an 
approximately $17.5 million, 76,000 square foot Health & Wellness 
Center scheduled to open in the fall of 2019.  The Health & Wellness 
Center will have a swimming pool, a recreation and event center with 
basketball courts, fitness and exercise areas and space for educational 
programs. The building site is currently under construction, and a 
web camera will be installed to provide a live view as the center takes 
shape. For additional updates on the Health & Wellness Center, visit 
andrews.edu/wellnesscenter. 



 Lake Union Conference President Maurice Valentine announced that Indiana Confer-
ence President Steve Poenitz has agreed to serve as executive secretary of the Lake Union, 
effective next month. We wish Elder Poenitz the best as he transitions to his new role.

EVANGELISM

A few thoughts about the value of focusing on retention. Since 1965, over 35 million people (35,825,953) have 
joined the Adventist church. Of those almost 14 million (13,957,883) have chosen to leave. That means our net 
loss is almost 39%. In effect, four out of every ten members have slipped away. I want to suggest each church 
brainstorm ways to connect to those who have slipped away, maybe have a Welcome Home Sabbath, or think 
of other ways to love those who God misses the most back to Him. Let’s start with praying for someone by 
name.

RESOURCES

 Is your congregation happily open to having all people attend worship services and other events? Does 
this invitation include people of every race, appearance, belief system, sexual orientation, nation, gender, 
economic level, age, and ability? If the answer is Yes, now is the time to craft a welcoming statement to show 
that your church is a safe space for everyone. https://adventistchurchwelcomingstatements.org
 
 Coming soon - Urban Mission and Ministry Congress, September 6-8, 2018. We must re-set and re-frame 
what evangelism is in the city center! The Congress provides a process of reflection that shapes the church’s 
understanding of urban community and promotes Christ’s method of reaching people across cultures. It 
provides a network for people and organizations in their journey as servants in Urban Ministry contexts. It will 
contribute to healthy congregations in today’s city centers. www.urbanmissionandministry.com

DID YOU KNOW.... 

The Andrews University Seminary has a total of 957 students; 145 females and 812 males. And, in the M.Div. 
program, there are 256 students from the U.S. and 158 international students.

“A religion that would lead us to be careless of human need, suffering or rights, is a 
spurious religion. In slighting the claims of the poor, the suffering, and the sinful, we 

are proving ourselves traitors to Christ.”      

Ellen White, Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, Vol. 9, pages 137

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the 
president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 

the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


