
DEVOTIONAL
It’s a process that never stops. Since the first trumpets 
were developed more than 3,000 years ago, specialists 
have applied advanced mathematical and acoustic 
processes to shape each instrument. They’ve discovered 
the sound is impacted by material chosen, shape, and 
even mouthpiece. Today, as in the past, elite trumpeters 
demand instruments that produce just the right sound they 
want. A cousin of the trumpet, bugles were developed 

around 1750 for use by armies in Europe. These instruments were 
designed to produce patterns (such as “reveille”) that coordinated 
troop movements. Years earlier, God used the same principles to help 
the Israelites communicate in the wilderness. He told them to make 
silver trumpets of “hammered work.” He was specific because these 
instruments had to make specific sounds! This silver produced unique 
tones that could be heard clearly over long distances. One signal 
meant that everyone was to gather, another signal reminded them 
about appointed feasts, while another told them to leave camp. 

The use of trumpets reminds us of how God communicates with 
us. We, too, need to know what “sound” He makes. To be alert to 
deception, and to recognize counterfeits. We, too, need to be certain 
of His Word! But we also need to be sensitive to the leading and 
warning of the Spirit. Today, remember that God wants to speak to 
you. Make sure that you are in tune with Him. Fill your life with His 
Word. Spend time in prayer, listening. Ask for discernment. And learn 
to hear His voice. “Make yourself two trumpets of silver, of hammered 
work you shall make them, and you use them for summoning the 
congregation and for having the camps set out.” Numbers 10:2
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . COACH JOSHUA ALABATA

Josh Alabata teaches at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. Recently, he received the Clyde Newmyer Leadership 
Award from Andrews University for his leadership in athletics. Coach Alabata is a great leader both on and off 
the court and we are proud that he represents HAA! Congratulations, Josh. Keep up the good 
work!

DID YOU KNOW.... the following about Esther?

1.  Esther’s birth name was Hadassah, which means “myrtle.” The myrtle tree was native to the region she 
lived in, in ancient Persia.

2. Persia is now called Iran. In Farsi, which is the language spoken in Iran, the name Esther is “Satareh.”
3. The date of her death is unknown, but Jewish tradition believes her tomb is located in Hamadan, western 

Iran. Hamadan is also known as Ecbatana.

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the privilege of introducing the new pastor at the Peoria church, Matthew Lucio, and 
his wife, Laura. After that, I drove to the North Shore church for the Memorial Service of Don Grys, father of 
John Grys, our Conference Executive Secretary. I am so glad for the hope of the resurrection.

NEWS

 You are invited to join the fun at Mission Akita Spring 2018!  Lodging and meals are provided for 
volunteers.  Some of our bigger work projects for May 30-June 6 include: bridge building, reconstruction, 
flooring, landscaping, cleaning, and light maintenance to prepare Camp Akita for summer camp. To best 
prepare equipment, supplies, meals, and lodging, we need to receive your application by May 1. Contact Jamie 
Daum at the Conference (jdaum@ilcsda.org) if you are interested.

 Last month the Illinois Conference Executive Committee voted to have Elder Ron Schultz serve a 
fourth of his time as the prayer coordinator for our conference. He will continue to serve as the pastor of the 
Lombard Fellowship church. Pastor Schultz was previously serving a quarter time at the Chicago Romanian 
church.

As an aside, I will share with you my desire to see every church in the Illinois Conference become a stronger 
“house of prayer for all nations.” In my opinion, we must elevate prayer in each of our churches. Elder 
Schultz’ assignment as prayer coordinator is to be available to our churches on average, one Sabbath a 
month, and to help churches with their prayer ministries.



RESOURCES

 “The Jackie Film: A Wellness Transformation Project” premiered on the big screen at Celebration Cinema 
in Benton Harbor, Michigan, after touring the film festival circuit for one year. Over 100 attendees viewed 
the film at the recent premiere, which was followed by a Q & A session with the film team and cast, including 
Dominique Gummelt, the film’s executive producer/producer/personal trainer, and Jackie Barrios, the main 
character, whose kick-start to a lifelong journey to wellness is documented in the film. Gummelt says, “We 
sincerely hope that the film will inspire people to consider making positive lifestyle changes to experience 
transformation on an emotional, physical and spiritual level to start living life to the fullest potential.” She 
added, “For anyone who is looking to embark on a journey of transformation and change, we have made 
available the ‘Kickstart Guide to Wellness Transformation’ on our website that anyone can download for free 
to help them get started!”
 
“The Jackie Film” is now available for rent and purchase via Amazon Video. It will also be available for 
screenings and for television. To learn more, contact wellness@andrews.edu or visit thejackiefilm.com.

 Churches changing—together. Adventist youth today yearn for a sense of purpose and belonging. Over the 
last decade, COR has been providing Adventist churches with the resources, training, and network needed to 
connect with this generation. For more information visit cye.org/cor.

 Looking for resources to support the leaders in your church? Check out adventsource.org for resources for 
Adventurer Clubs, Sabbath School Adventist Community Services Children’s Ministries, etc.

“Oh, how Satan would rejoice if he could succeed in his efforts to get in among this 
people and disorganize the work at a time when thorough organization is essential 

and will be the greatest power to keep out spurious uprisings and to refute claims not 
endorsed by the word of God! We want to hold the lines evenly, that there shall be no 
breaking down of the system of organization and order that has been built up by wise, 

careful labor.”      

Ellen White, Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 9, pages 257, 258

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the 
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following the link on the president’s web page:  
www.ilcsda.org/president


