
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

DEVOTIONAL
In 1947, scientists created the “Doomsday Clock,” 
using the imagery of 12:00 o’clock midnight as the 
apocalyptic end of the world. Since then, they have been 
counting down—calculating the minutes remaining 
based on such world doomsday threats as nuclear war, 
natural calamities, climate conditions, etc. 

Each year the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists decides 
whether the events of the previous year have pushed humanity 
closer to—or further from—world destruction. On Thursday, 
January 25, USA Today reported the Doomsday Clock had been 
moved forward to “two minutes to midnight”. Just one reminder 
that God’s promise to come back is real and closer than we think. 
John 14:1-3

IT’S GOOD TO BE BACK....

...I just returned from Chile, South America, 
where I spent a week with my 94-year-
old dad, and my sister and brother-in-law, 
visiting family. What a joy to see my 
father enjoy some time with his sister and 
two brothers, 
who live in 
Chile. Here 
are a couple of 
pictures. 
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 DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know…the Adventist church has a University in Chile? It is called Universidad Adventista de Chile. 
It has been around since 1906. My dad and four of his five brothers attended, and have served the Adventist 
church as pastors. A little family history :)

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . LORI THORDARSON

Lori is an experienced Adventist educator, and the wife of Thor Thordarson, who is the COO of Amita Health 
and oversees the Adventist hospitals here in Illinois. Lori dedicates her time as a volunteer teacher’s aide in the 
kindergarten classroom at Hinsdale Adventist Academy. Lori and Thor are members of our Glen Ellyn church. 
Thank you, Lori, and all those of you who volunteer in the Illinois Conference to help accomplish the mission 
God has given us.

NEWS

Next week, I hope to share with you some pictures and news about the Conference Mission Trip to Kenya, led 
by Mike and Jamie Daum. Look for it in the next FYI.

CHURCH VISIT

My church visit last Sabbath was the Adventist church in La Serena, Chile. 
The church was full and had a vibrant service. I was pleased to see how 
many youth and young adults were there. The sermon was given by a 
young adult university student. God is working all around the world.

TO DO

Before leaving on vacation, I finished my scheduled one-on-one appointments with each full-time pastor in the 
Illinois Conference. What a joy to be able to sit down and have a conversation about pastoral life and ministry, 
as well as talking about how God can best use us as we strive to accomplish the mission God has given us to 
Go and Make disciples of all nations…

I want to be the best disciple/follower I can be! May God help each one of us to intentionally set aside 
time each day to spend with Jesus. I have encouraged all of our pastors to make prayer a priority in 2018. I 
encourage you to commit to the same.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk 
directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the president’s 

web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president



EVANGELISM

In March, the Yugoslavian SDA Church will celebrate the 15th anniversary of the foundation of the Biblical 
Institute “Paths of Hope” and the radio program “Paths of Hope.” Every Saturday from 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm, 
on 750 AM WNDZ, “Paths of Hope” broadcasts a message of hope for all people from former Yugoslavia. 
The radio signal reaches all Chicagoland, southern Wisconsin, northern Indiana, and parts of Michigan, areas 
inhabited by more than half a million people from former Yugoslavia. The program is heard by thousands of 
people each Saturday. Through the years, the church has shared hundreds of Bibles with people, and thousands 
of different books and magazines. Each year, the church raises between $20,000 - $25,000 to cover the 
broadcast time and other expenses. Well done!

RESOURCES

 This resource has another family connection…My brother, Rich Aguilera and the North American 
Division Stewardship Department, have teamed up to produce a full feature film called THE MYSTERIOUS 
NOTE. This is a film for families and people of all ages that will teach us to be responsible for all the things 
God has given us. They also have produced a follow-up study guide that will be available online. Use it with 
your friends to help answer questions and lead them into a conversation about giving their life to Jesus. For 
information about how to bring this exciting event to your community,  visit www.TheMysteriousNote.com.

 Real Me: This Workshop for Teen Girls is a workshop designed to help teenage girls discover that God 
created them each as a unique person, unlike anyone else on earth, and He loves them very much. You can use 
Real Me as a one-day or weekend workshop for a school or youth group, or a mother-daughter event. You can 
get more information at: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?ID=37315

“Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. 
Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, 

and the judgments he pronounced…”            

1 Chronicles 16:11-12

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.


