
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the 
book of the chronicles, the record of his reign, to be 
brought in and read to him.” —Esther 6:1

One night, King Xerxes, the emperor of Persia, couldn’t 
get to sleep. But instead of calling for the fanners, 
musicians, or stewards, he calls for someone to read him 
the chronicles of his reign.

As the reader drones on, an obscure passage gets Xerxes’ thinking 
(read about it in chapter 6 of Esther). What he learns that night 
in the pages of those chronicles precisely prepares Xerxes for an 
empire-altering request which his wife, Queen Esther, will make 
of him the next day. The little-known passage tips his mental 
scales – he will grant the request. And his granting it will end up 
saving the Jewish race from annihilation. A great people will be 
spared. And centuries later, this people will produce a young boy 
who will grow up to die for the sins of the world. All because an 
emperor could not sleep.

Your life is no exception to God’s delight in arranging 
coincidences. God uses everyday circumstances in order to 
engineer the most earth-shattering and significant moments in 
your life. How He does it is one of the great mysteries. But He 
does it. Trust in Him today and each day.

DID YOU KNOW... Queen Esther’s name was Hadassah, 
which means “myrtle. The myrtle tree was native to the region 
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she lived in, in ancient Persia. When Jewish exiles were allowed to retrun to Jerusalem, they took the tree with 
them. It became a symbol of the nation of Israel. 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . .

The Alton SDA church Adventist Community Services Center. The Alton ACS has been providing food 
boxes and prayers to the community. And, donors have given enough funds to purchase a new FCC certified 
transmitter. Once installed it will restart the Rose of Sharon Radio station—100.9 fm—low frequency radio 
station. Way to go, Alton!

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had a chance to be at Elgin Agape Hispanic SDA church. It was a time of celebration 
and recognition, as we had a very special ordination service for Pastor Gerzom Gomez. The speaker was 
Gerzom’s very own father, Gerzom Gomez Sr. What a privilege for a father to be part his son’s ordination. 
I had the chance to offer the pastoral charge to, now, Elder Gersom Gomez Jr. and his wife Elizabeth. 
Ordination is a recognition by the worldwide church affirming the calling on Pastor Gomez’ life and ministry. 
Congratulations!

GOOD NEWS

U.S. Court of Appeals for Tenth Circuit Rules for Plaintiffs in Kellogg Sabbath Accommodation Case.

On Jan. 17, 2018, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit issued a decision in favor of Richard 
Tabura and Guadalupe Diaz, former employees of Kellogg USA, who were terminated in 2012 for violating 
the company’s policy mandating work on Saturday/Sabbath.  The plaintiffs later sued Kellogg for religious 
discrimination, charging that the company did not provide the religious accommodations mandated under Title 
VII. The Tenth Circuit validated that claim, saying that in order for an accommodation to be reasonable that 
Kellogg would have to have provided employees the opportunity to avoid working on all Saturdays, not just 
some. Praise the Lord!

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk 
directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the president’s 

web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president



EVANGELISM

I invite you to consider this idea in your evangelism planning for 2018--Friendship Month is a simple, turnkey 
program to help churches mobilize their congregation by inviting friends to church during a 4-week period. 
Throughout their 30+ combined years in ministry, the pastors who created Friendship Month developed and 
perfected a proven formula for church growth. When church members step out of their comfort zones to ask 
friends, family, and co-workers to join them at church, something wonderful happens…their relationships 
deepen and are strengthened!
Check this digital kit, that includes step-by-step instructions, sermon notes, PowerPoint slides, marketing 
materials, and much more. https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=39089

RESOURCES

 God Is Listening by Ellen G. White
This small volume collects many of the most encouraging statements from Ellen White's book about prayer 
into an inexpensive booklet.  Now, for less than $2.00 each you can share the power of prayer with friends or 
loved ones. Get some at: https://www.adventistbookcenter.com/10-days-prayer/share.html

 This quarter, the Adult Sabbath School Lessons are titled: Stewardship: Motives of the Heart. Both the 
lessons and the Sabbath School companion book were written by Elder John Mathews, Stewardship Director 
of the North American Division. 

DID YOU KNOW there is a fantastic FREE resource for your Sabbath School class—a 60-second daily video 
by Elder John Mathews capturing the thought for that day’s Sabbath School lesson. How can you get this great 
FREE resource? Simply go to this link:  www.vimeo.com/album/4898103

LASTLY 

There will be no FYI next week as I will be out of the country. After my mom died, last April, my dad, who 
is from Chile in South America, told me he wanted to go to Chile to see his brothers and sister. My dad is 94 
years old, and even though he is of good health, I do not want him traveling alone, plus I did not want to miss 
the opportunity to travel with him and see some of my relatives. I will be in Chile from January 26-February 
2nd. I look forward to sharing some pictures in the next FYI two weeks from now.

“The prayer of the humble suppliant He presents as His own desire in that soul’s behalf. 
Every sincere prayer is heard in heaven. It may not be fluently expressed; but if the 

heart is in it, it will ascend to the sanctuary where Jesus ministers, and He will present 
it to the Father without one awkward, stammering word, beautiful and fragrant with 

the incense of His own perfection.”                

Ellen White - The Desire of Ages p. 667

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.




