
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“This book of the law shall not depart out of your 
mouth; but you shall meditate therein day and night, that 
you may observe to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then you shall make your way prosperous, 
and then you shall have good success.” Joshua 1:8

I want to encourage you to begin 2018 with a Plan to 
Have a Deeper Walk with God.

How many times have we each begun a New Year with a 
resolution to have a deeper walk with God? Maybe it was a goal 
to read the Bible through, or to have a daily devotional life, or to 
pray more. These are worthwhile and worthy goals. But, as with 
many New Year’s resolutions, before long “life” gets in the way, 
and our resolutions are forgotten as we get busy or distracted. 
Then, discouragement often sets in. How can we break this cycle 
and truly walk closer with God this coming year?
 
Here are some suggestions that have helped others stay focused:
Pray for divine help: Ask God to make this year be the year you 
fulfill your spiritual resolution. 
Make a specific plan: Instead of saying “I’ll spend 15 minutes a 
day reading or praying,” select a certain book—a daily devotional 
or a prayer journal, for example. The more specific your goal, the 
easier it will be to follow.
Set a consistent time and place: We are all creatures of habit. 
When the time and place become our habit, it is easier to follow 
through.
Share your plan with others: Talking about it helps hold you 
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accountable. Or, join a small group.
Look for quality rather than quantity: Rather than trying to make it through a certain amount of reading 
or a certain amount of time, look for something in your reading that you can easily remember and reflect on 
throughout the day.
Apply what God reveals to you: Each day look for something specific in your devotional experience that 
you can apply to your life that day. It can be something small, but doing this will make your devotional time 
something that will truly draw you closer to God.

May the Lord bless you as you make 2018 your best year with Jesus.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

Downers Grove Seventh-day Adventist Church greeter extraordinaire, Sam Kelley. On rainy Sabbath mornings Sam attempts to 
meet every arriving attendee with his large, colorful umbrella! His thoughtful gesture is very welcome by grateful members who 
might be struggling to keep Bibles, quarterlies, purses, pot luck supplies, small children, musical instruments and more, dry on their 
way from the parking lot into the church. Sam’s cheerful greeting and friendly smile go a long way toward dispelling the gloom of a 
rainy day.

NEWS

   On October 7, 2017, the Elmhurst 
SDA church celebrated four baptisms: 
Steven, Stetson, Stanley, and Starline 
LaGuerre were baptized by Pastor 
Piroski. Many thanks also to Larry Case 
who led out in the baptismal studies. All 
of heaven rejoices when someone makes 
a decision to follow Jesus! 

   Pastor’s Meetings, January 7-10, 2018. If you are looking for your pastor during these days, they will 
be at Camp Akita for our Winter Pastor’s Meetings. This is a time of spiritual refreshment and instruction 
for your pastor. I believe the old adage is true, “You can’t give what you don’t have.” My prayer is that your 
pastor will come back spiritually refreshed and invigorated to continue to bless each of our churches.

SAVE THE DATE

Oshkosh will be here before you know it! August 12-17, 2019 Chosen International Camporee Over 3,000 
tickets sold: More information www.camporee.org  269-471-8380 or www.cye.org.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk 
directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the president’s 

web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president



EVANGELISM/OUTREACH FOCUS

Matching Evangelism dollars available. $50,000 Lake Union Conference dollars will be given to young adults 
who partner with their local church for evangelism. For every dollar (up to $50,000) from the Union, the local 
church will need to match one dollar. [For example, if your evangelism project total budget is $1,000, and your 
local church decides to support you with $500.00, the Lake Union will match those $500.00, completing the 
$1,000.00 that your project needs.] This gives young adults $100,000 for evangelism.

How to get these matching Evangelism dollars? Register and attend to the Lake Union Conference Youth 
Evangelism Congress, February 16-18, 2018. After Sunday, February 18, 2018, take your evangelism idea to 
your Pastor and get the support from the Pastor. After you have the support of your Pastor for your evangelism 
project, ask your Pastor to place your project on the Church Board agenda. Present to the Church Board your 
evangelism project and request their support with their prayers and dollars on a dollar-for-dollar match basis. 
Scan and then email your Church Board minutes that clearly state your Church will match the Lake Union 
Youth/Ministerial Department dollars with your local Church dollars. The Lake Union Youth/Ministerial 
Department dollars are given out on the basis of “first-come-first-serve” to get their dollars until all the money 
is gone. If you have any question, please check the Lake Union website, or call at (269-471-8380).

RESOURCES

    Longing for God, by Frank Hasel, is both a prayer journal and a Bible reading plan! Check it out at: 
https://www.adventistbookcenter.com/longing-for-god-prayer-and-bible-journal.html

 The Devotional Clear Word lays out Jack Blanco's popular Clear Word in daily passages from the Old 
Testament, New Testament and Psalms or Proverbs that will guide the reader through the entire Bible in one 
year. This is a great personal devotional resource. You can find it at: https://www.adventistbookcenter.com/the-
devotional-clear-word.html

DID YOU KNOW? 

That “losing weight” is the most common New Year’s resolution? More than sixty percent of adult Americans 
are overweight and the number of overweight children has more than tripled since 1980. I confess, one of my 
goals/resolutions is to lose weight by eating better and exercising. How about you?

“Christ has given to the church a sacred charge. Every member should be a channel 
though which God can communicate to the world the treasures of His grace, the 

unreachable riches of Christ.”                

Ellen White - Acts of the Apostles, p. 6

Check out our Facebook page at Illinois 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.


