
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“And they will pray for you with deep affection because of 
the overflowing grace God has given to you” (2 Corinthians 
9:14, New Living Translation).
 
Do you ever shop at one of the big membership box stores? 
When we go, we usually have a list of things that we “need” 

for the house. But as we wander through the aisles, we find that 
it’s so easy to make a case for purchasing a multi-pack of some 
item that we’re “sure” we’ll use at some point - because the price 
is good! Inevitably, when we get home, we question where in the 
world we’ll store everything and wonder if we’ll use it at all. 

There’s only so much “stuff” that I can use in my life. I’m at 
the point of saying I need to downsize! However, I’m thankful 
that there’s one thing I can never have too much of, something I 
continually can use - “the overflowing grace God has given” to 
each of us! I can’t buy that in a multi-pack at the store. His grace 
can only come for free through the great love that He has for each 
of us. May that grace fill your life to overflowing today!

NOTE

I am currently in Silver Spring, MD, at the General Conference 
attending the Annual Council meetings. The first two days, I have 
heard about the marvelous things God is doing around the world 
through our Global Mission initiative and the centers of influence 
the Church is establishing around the world to meet felt needs and 
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build relational bridges that then allow us to share the Good News of Jesus with others. What a concept. What 
a model. =) Love it.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT....

Doctors Alva, Pastor De Sousa, and the Vanguard Company, located in Berwyn, Illinois. They are establishing 
a Center of Influence to connect with the community. This center of influence will include: a medical office, a 
vegetarian restaurant, a place for community seminars, and a place for worship. Pray God will bless this center 
of influence and that it will indeed have a tremendous influence in Chicagoland.

PRAYER

All week we’ve been learning more about the horrendous shootings in Las Vegas and hearing stories about the 
people who died. Acts of heroism have also come to light, people risking themselves to help strangers. Please 
pray for the loved ones of those who’ve died and for those who are recovering from their injuries. Please 
include those affected by the Northern California fires.

NEWS

 Adventist leaders in Puerto Rico are finally being able to connect with those around 
them after Hurricane Maria plowed through the island on September 20. The Category 
4 storm knocked down power lines and cellphone towers, flooded streets, and disrupted 
the infrastructure of the entire island. Our very own Sandra Agosto, the office assistant in the Education 
Department, was there during the hurricane. Praise the Lord she arrived safely this past week. Go to www.
interamerica.org to read updates from the Inter-American Division.

  Downers Grove School
Since Illinois had been enjoying a very hot summer, the Grades 5-8 students at 
Downers Grove Adventist School decided to do something to bring relief from the 
heat. On Sabbath, September 16, 2017, the students set up a strawberry-lemonade 
table and served free punch to passers-by and church attendees as they exited the 
sanctuary. As expected, the project was very well-received by all who enjoyed 
a cool drink of the tasty beverage, but an unexpected result was realized when a 
neighbor from across the street came over for some lemonade and, after a short 
visit, left with some lemonade to take home for her husband to enjoy. The students 
had such a good time they are already making plans to repeat the event, and are 
considering what warm beverage they can serve when the weather becomes cool. 
“For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye 
belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.” Mark 9:41 

Check out 
the Illinois 
Conference 

of Seventh-day 
Adventist Facebook 
page for more news 
and information.



  On September 18th, the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North-America (NAD) officially moved 
its offices from the building it shared with the General Conference (GC) of the world church in Silver 
Spring, Maryland, United States, to new headquarters located 12.5 miles north in Columbia, Maryland. 

  The Southwest Church in Orland Park held their first day of fasting and prayer on Sabbath, August 
5th. Pastor Amarandei preached three mini-sermons from Psalms, the prayer team lead three seasons 
of prayer, and three vocalists sang special music. Participants felt the Holy Spirit on that day. One 
member said, “The Day of Prayer at Southwest was a powerful connection with God which allowed the 
congregation to pray as a church family on a much deeper, intimate level.” Southwest is looking forward 
to their next day of fasting and prayer on November 4.

RESOURCES

Courageous Adventist Set. This nine-session seminar was designed to introduce Seventh-day Adventist 
church members to the art of being contagious Adventists. Participants will learn how to convert routine, 
everyday experiences into spiritual conversations that will attract others in winsome and friendly ways 
and create in them a desire to learn more about the message and mission of Jesus as they study the Bible. 
You can check it out at: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?ID=38074

Have you seen the phenomenal new book, “Steps to Personal Revival”? For a free download, go to www.
discipleshipcourse.org. This little book by a German SDA pastor, Helmut Haubeil, has been called an 
awesome tool that has helped literally tens of thousands around the world to experience a true revival. 
Five hundred years ago, a document by a German pastor sparked the greatest Reformation in the history 
of Christianity. Perhaps this one will do the same.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Did you know the Seventh-day Adventist World Membership as of June 2017 = 20,343,814. For more 
statistical information, go to: www.adventiststatistics.org

“Work in the cities without delay, for time is short.”

                           - Ellen G. White, MM, p.300   
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