
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed 
at God’s command, that what we now see did not come 
from anything that can be seen” (Hebrews 11:3, New Living 
Translation).
 
The space probe Cassini was launched in 1997 on a mission 

to explore Saturn. A joint project of several international space 
agencies, Cassini took seven years to arrive in the vicinity of the 
ringed planet. For about 13 years, this orbiter has been sending 
back data about Saturn and its moons, even though the mission 
was only scheduled to last about eight years. But now, with fuel 
running low, Cassini is being guided to a final crash landing on 
Saturn. 
 
It took seven years for Cassini 
to reach Saturn, which is part of 
our planetary system. So close, 
yet so far. Just start thinking 
about the scope of the universe! 
Look beyond our solar system 
to the galaxy of which we’re a 
part - the Milky Way, estimated 
to include over 200 billion stars. Then look even beyond that at 
the other galaxies out there, and consider the estimate that in our 
observable universe there are billions of galaxies - plus more that 
can’t be observed! God created it all and also cared enough about 
you and me to send Jesus to this little planet to “save His people 
from their sins.” What a great God we serve!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT.... ART & ESTHER NELSON!

Art and Esther recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. Art and 
Esther are faithful members of the Illinois Conference and have served this 
territory with distinction for many years. May God bless you both as you 
continue to pursue His will for your lives. =) 

NOTE

I want to invite the pastors, or clerks, or head elders, to forward the weekly FYI to your church membership, 
or direct them to our website where they can sign up to receive it directly.

CHURCH VISITS

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to preach at my home church, the Burr 
Ridge Church. Since I am constantly traveling around the Conference to preach 
at one of our 120 churches, I don’t get there as much as I would like, but it 
was wonderful to fellowship with my fellow church members, and to hear the 
Hinsdale Adventist Academy choir.

NEWS

This past Thursday, the Lake Union Conference Executive Committee selected Elder Maurice 
Valentine, currently serving as the Executive Secretary of the Lake Union Conference, to 
serve as President of the Lake Union Conference effective October 1. Elder Valentine replaces 
Elder Don Livesay, who is retiring at the end of September. 

The Southern IL Div. ACS Disaster Response Agency is hosting a Picnic/
Rally on Sunday, October 1st at Sam Dale Recreational Area. It will be a day of 
fellowship, games, free food, and relaxation. There will also be a drawing for a 
free Family Bible and books like the Great Controversy and the Desire of Ages. 
There will be activities for all age groups. 

“Watch Ye and Pray!” An All-Night Prayer and Revival Vigil will take place at the La Grange Brookfield 
Church, on Sabbath, October 7 from 8pm-5am (October 8).  All are invited. In addition to times of prayer, 
there will be eight 15-minute presentations on chapters from the book, Steps to Christ, as well as a time of 
worship in song. For more information, call Pastor Samuel Indreiu (630 277 3244).

This Friday, September 29, is the deadline for registering for the October 13-15 prayer retreat at Camp Akita.  
If you, or others from your church, are planning to attend and have not already registered, you have until 
Friday. Space is limited!



Beyond the Basics: This past weekend, Illinois Conference Youth 
Director, Michael Campos, led the Pathfinders, Master Guides and 
Staff, on a 22-miles Canoe trip down the Fox River. Twenty brave souls 
were challenged physically and refreshed spiritually. They camped, 
fellowshipped, learned, and worshipped in the beauty and peace of God’s 
nature.  

RESOURCES

Ten days of Prayer: I believe a praying church is a healthy church. Here is an opportunity focus on 
prayer as you start 2018. 10 Days of Prayer, January 10-20, 2018. For more information, go to www.
tendaysofprayer.org

ARTV: Have you heard of ARTV? This is a new web site created by the 
Adventist Review. Check it out at: http://artv.adventistreview.org

DID YOU KNOW? 

That 149 years ago, on September 1-7, 1868, the first official General 
Conference Camp Meeting was held at E.H. Root’s farm, in Wright, Michigan? It was attended by about 
2000 people and served as both a revival for church members and an evangelistic series for guests..

“The church of Christ is God’s appointed agency for the salvation of men. 
Its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. And the obligation rests upon all 

Christians. Everyone, to the extent of his talent and opportunity, 
is to fulfill the Saviour’s commission.”    

                           - Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ page 80

If you would like to receive a 
copy of this newsletter from the 
president’s desk directly into your 
email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president

Check out 
the Illinois 
Conference 

of Seventh-day 
Adventist Facebook 
page for more news 
and information.


