
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“And the city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory 
of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light” 
(Revelation 21:23, New Living Translation).
 
The big solar eclipse of 2017 has come and gone. Did you 

see it? I know some people who traveled quite a distance to 
view this phenomenon. It was pretty overcast where I was, but 
occasionally a glimpse of the eclipse poked through the clouds. 
We all take the sun for granted, and it’s quite a shock to see its 
light obscured - even when we know it’s only temporary. 

Christians often “forecast” another big day to come. As the Bible 
describes what that experience will be like, we’re told that we will 
no longer need to depend on the sun, as we do today - because 
Jesus “the Lamb” will be our light. The beauty of God’s glory is 
all the illumination that will be required. We won’t need to shade 
our eyes from the brightness of that light, for we’ll be able to see 
our Savior face-to-face. 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT....

... the Galesburg church. The church has a monthly clothing 
giveaway to the community. Thank you to Gerrie Wright, who the 
coordinator of this effort, and to all those who lead and serve.
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NEWS

Adventist Community Services. I love it when our Adventist agencies are involved as the hands and 
feet of Jesus in this world. Many have been serving south Texas and the Houston area, which has been 
severely affected by Hurricane Harvey. If you are interested in helping financially, donations may be 
made by:
     • Making a donation to your local SDA Church labeled “ACS Disaster Response”
     • Calling 1-800-381-7171
     • Making an online donation at www.communityservices.org
     • Mailing a donation to: Adventist Community Services, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, 
MD. 20904

“Assuredly, I say to you, in as much as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 
Me” (Matthew 25:40, NKJV).

Town Hall Meetings: As of today, we have held Town Hall meetings in Area 5, 1, and 2. I want to 
thank all those of you who turned out and participated in the question and answer time. I look forward 
to meeting with those from areas 3, 4, and 6 over the next week…and will give a more detailed report in 
a future FYI. 

Assistant to the Youth Director: I want to introduce to you the new assistant to the 
youth director of the Illinois Conference, Stacey DePluzer. 

Illinois Conference ACS Coordinator: The Conference Executive Committee 
has selected Pastor Elton De Sousa to serve as the Illinois Conference Adventist 
Community Services coordinator. This responsibility will be in addition to his 
church district. Thank you to Pastor Elton for his passion in this area.

Berean SDA Company: On Sunday, June 11, 2017, the Berean SDA company held a free dental clinic 
and health expo for the Normal-Bloomington community.  Approximately 75 people took advantage of 
the services and experienced Christian caring and compassion.  Afterwards, two individuals attended 
follow-up evangelistic meeting. This clinic and expo was a combined effort of volunteers from central 
Illinois SDA churches (Berean, Champaign, 
Richland Bridge, Decatur, and Springfield).  The 
effort was spearheaded Dr. Nolan Lathrop, with 
tremendous assistance from Dr. Randy Griffin of 
the Lake Union Conference and his able-bodied 
staff.  Health care screenings were provided by 
volunteer nurses, along with health and wellness 
education by Ramon Irizarry from the Knoxville 
Wellness Center in Knoxville, IL.  Many thanks 
to Bernadin Charles, head elder of the Berean 
Company, and Dr. Nolan Lathrop. 



Mark your calendars: The Illinois Conference Executive Committee has selected October 28, 2018 as 
the date for the next Illinois Conference Constituency meeting. More information to follow as the date 
nears.

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Book: Raising children For Selfless Service. This is a great resource for parents. What shaped Daniel, 
Joseph, Esther, and Moses for their important roles? The book includes rock solid Bible principles, 
coupled with practical suggestions, and inspiring, motivating true stories. You won’t be able to put this 
book down. https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=37188 

“The Making of Daniel” — The exciting live world premiere event will be held on Sunday, September 
24, 2017 at 5 pm EST. The Making of Daniel takes you behind the scenes at the 2014 Forever Faithful 
International Camporee for an exclusive look at the making of the live five-night bible story. Be the first 
to see this inspiring film. The screening will be on the Andrews University campus in Buller Hall at the 
Newbold Auditorium. Admission is free, but space is limited. There will be prizes and refreshments. 
makingofdaniel.com

“If we are courteous and gentle at home, we shall carry the savor of a pleasant 
disposition when away from home. If we manifest forbearance, patience, meekness, 

and fortitude in the home, we shall be able to be a light to the world.”  

                           - Ellen G. White Adventist Home p 429

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


