
LEADERSHIP THOUGHT

Leadership is a sacred path. Holding influence over other 
people is scary AND heady at the same time. It is hard to 
think about the damage that can come from poor leadership. 
So, with that in mind, I want to share three core values to 
consider as you select leaders for your church.

1.) Protect God’s reputation at all costs!
God doesn’t need us to protect Him, He can take care of Himself. 
But He does invite us to partner with Him in restoring what SIN 
broke at creation. Paul says we are Christ’s ambassadors. If that 
is the case, then we not only should present Him to the world 
“correctly” but also in the manner which He would prefer. Being 
right never transcends being Godly. The right thing done the 
wrong way becomes the wrong thing. 
2.) Protect God’s most prized creation – people!
As followers of Jesus, we must fight FOR people. Paul says 
our war is not against flesh and blood, but against powers and 
principalities of this present evil age. We must fight against 
anything that hurts people. Our truth is useless unless it is 
captured in a relational shell. We love God fully by LOVING 
people well. 
3.) Deal with the issues that prevent the first two!
Don’t sweep them under the carpet. Don’t avoid or pretend 
nothing is wrong. We must deal with the issues in a way that first 
protects God’s reputation and second protects God’s most prized 
creation. 

Why do I mention these? Because if we are not careful, we can 
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become truth bullies. And then, as the church continues to lose influence in culture (in part because 
people are tired of being bullied) we will have less opportunity to share with others the message God 
has given us to share. May God bless each one of you as you lead for Him AND like Him.

NEWS

This past week, the Conference Executive Committee voted to invite Elder Peter Braman, pastor of the 
Peoria and Canton churches, to serve as the Illinois Conference Ministerial Director. Elder Braman 
will begin his new duties on September 11th. We welcome Elder Braman, and his wife Susie, to the 
Conference Office team.

Illinois Conference Constituency Meeting: The Illinois Conference Executive Committee selected 
October 28, 2018, as the date for the next Illinois Conference Constituency Meeting. Since it takes 
about a year to plan and coordinate this event, we will shortly begin to plan for this event.  More 
information to follow.

Death: It was shared with me that Joyce Latimer, a precious member of the Canton Church, has passed 
away.  Please remember the family during this difficult time.

Evangelism: This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to preach at the Chicago Fil-Am church and 
witness two decisions for Jesus. Congratulations to Jim Froberg and Danny South on their baptism! 
These baptisms came at the end of the evangelism crusade held there this past week. Five others 
committed to prepare for baptism in the near future. Praise the Lord! 

Education Department: It is “back to school” time for our ILC 
educators. The ILC Office of Education sponsored three days of 
education workshops starting August 1 with elementary educators 
receiving training (Lucy Calkins Writing Workshop curriculum). 
On August 2, all educators attended joint training presentations 
by Encyclopedia Britannica demonstrating the newest version on 
their online interactive encyclopedia for schools. And, Andrews 
University doctoral candidate, Heather Thompson Day, presented, 
“Turning Mirrors into Windows” which presented how youth learn from what is reflected back to them 
through personal interactions. Please pray for our teachers and students as they begin a new school year. 
(pic)

Answer to prayer: Sam Abram, a member of our conference, recently shared a prayer request with 
one of our pastors. His brother, Bush, was in ICU in a Texas hospital.  He was non-responsive. His 
prognosis was bleak and it appeared they may face taking him off life support. Many prayer partners 
within our conference lifted Bush up in prayer. A few days later, Sam received word that his brother had 
miraculously improved and had been moved out of ICU into a regular hospital room. Praise God for his 
gracious intervention in Bush’s life! Sam is very grateful to all those who interceded for his brother. 



EVENTS

TOWN HALL MEETINGS: We will be travelling around the state later this week and next week to 
meet with the members and share what is going on in the conference.  I hope that we will see you while 
we are in your area.  Here is a schedule of meetings:
 
Area 5 – Hinsdale Fil-Am SDA Church – August 24, 7pm
Area 1 – Oakhill SDA Church – August 28, 7pm
Area 2 – Springfield SDA Church – August 29, 7pm
Area 3 – Ottawa SDA Church – August 30, 7pm
Area 4 – Glen Ellyn SDA Church – August 31, 7pm
Area 6 – West Suburban Hispanic SDA Church - September 5, 7pm

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Book: A Time to Forgive is an unforgettable book by Darold Bigger, who serves as assistant to the 
president of Walla Walla University. The book describes his wrestling with the concept of forgiveness 
after his daughter was murdered. Why does God require us to forgive our enemies? What does that 
mean? How we can do what He’s asked us to do? 

Article: Most churches in North America, regardless of size, now have some presence on social media 
— usually it’s Facebook, with Twitter and Instagram a distant second and third. Some churches have 
one person dedicated to social media, but many have a team with a coordinator. It’s no longer if a church 
uses social media, but rather how well they use it. To read more, go to: http://www.nadministerial.com/
stories/2017/3/21/start-and-finish-with-social-media-its-not-if-you-use-social-media-but-how-well 

“Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples.”  

                           - Psalms 96:3 NKJV

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


