
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals 
(including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer” (Acts 2:42, 
NLT).
  

In the early days of the Christian church, the followers of Jesus 
began some new kinds of habits that impacted their relationship 
with God and with each other. They studied and worshipped; they 
spent time together in fellowship; they prayed. Those kinds of 
“habits” are ones that Scripture clearly urges all of us to follow. 
Once those practices are well established, and the patterns are 
a common occurrence, we find that it’s just a natural action to 
live out the things that are important to the Christian life. May 
your daily “habits” be an ongoing blessing to you, as well as be 
pleasing to God.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . 

Clyde Liston, Kathy Browder, Frank Totten, and the rest of the 
Southern Illinois Division ACS Disaster Response Agency. This 
group, affectionately known as the chainsaw brigade, serve our 
southern Illinois area when a disaster hits. Thank you for your 
service and faithfulness. You are appreciated!
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NEWS

Pastoral Installation: Last Sabbath, I was at the Hinsdale Fil-Am 
Church, where I had the privilege of officially introducing their new 
senior pastor, Glenn Aguirre, and his family, to the Hinsdale Fil-Am 
church family. Pastor Aguirre joins us from the Florida Conference, 
where he has been serving for the past 14 years. 

Evangelism: Elizabeth’s Story 
Elizabeth was born in Egypt in a Muslim family. She always loved to 
read and study. One day, she was able to realize her dream and obtain 
the PhD in Psychology.  Right away, she was offered a position at the 
Cairo University. A few years later she accepted a position of professor of Psychology in Saudi Arabia. 
One day, she was invited to witness public punishments on the streets. She could not believe it. So, she 
decided to study the Book for herself to discover what God has to say about it and in the process, she 
discovered the God of the Bible and decided to become a Christian. She was very afraid what would 
happen if anyone discovered it. As she was sitting in her office one day afraid for her life she sensed a 
hand on her shoulder and experienced the presence of God. Peace filled her soul. She decided to go to 
America Embassy and request a visiting visa for herself and her 6-year-old son. To expect to get a visa 
in a country not your own was unrealistic. Still God opened the door and they both obtained a visa. 
 
Immediately, she went back to Egypt, and without telling anyone about it, she found a Coptic priest 
who baptized them both. In next two weeks, she collected all her savings from the bank, bought the 
tickets to Chicago and left Egypt and her family. In Chicago, she visited a few churches and almost 
gave up Christianity. And then, through God’s providence, she was invited to the Burr Ridge SDA 
church.  There she was embraced with unconditional love as a member of God’s family. Paul Korac 
studied the Bible with Elizabeth and has a front row seat as she continues to grow in knowledge of God 
that she met that day in Saudi Arabia.

Evangelism: In the month of June, the Burbank church baptized four precious souls. In every single 
case, lay members faithfully gave Bible studies to these families. While all of them were answers 
to prayer, God also used this opportunity to answer the church’s long-awaiting prayer for a pianist. 
14-year-old Julienne Gutang, one of the new members, has been sharing her God-given talent and has 
been playing the piano for church services

Death: Anthony Jan Dusek of Czechoslovakian Church passed away last Monday. The memorial 
service is scheduled for August 20, 12.00 noon, at Blake-Lamb Funeral Home, 5015 Lincoln Ave, Lisle, 
IL 60532. We remember his loved ones in prayer.

RESOURCES AND IDEAS

Involve: Understanding Natural Evangelism, by Lary Brown.
Lary Brown offers practical solutions to challenges encountered while incorporating natural evangelism 
into the life of a congregation. If you have wanted to participate in evangelism, but always thought you 



didn’t have the necessary gifts or talents, you will be pleasantly surprised.
https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?ID=37934

Pacific Press published a unique book this year - 500 Years of Protest and Liberty: From Martin Luther 
to Modern Civil Rights. The book’s author is Nicholas Miller, professor of church history at the SDA 
Theological Seminary, and part of our Lake Union Conference family. This year is the 500th anniversary 
of the publication of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses. Miller traces a direct line from Luther’s powerful 
ideas about the equality of persons before God to more current debates about equal opportunity and 
the fundamental rights of humanity. Along the way, he asks tough questions about where the Protestant 
church is headed today.

“The strongest argument in favor of the gospel is a loving and lovable Christian.”  

                           - Ellen G. White (Ministry of Healing, p. 297)

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


