
A THOUGHT FROM GOD’S WORD

“Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. Soldiers don’t get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, 
for then they cannot please the officer who enlisted them.” 
(2 Timothy 2:3-4, New Living Translation).
  

As Christians, we are called on to be good soldiers for the cause 
of Jesus Christ. It is one of the most powerful metaphors in God’s 
Word. While there are times when life is gentle and peaceful, 
there are other times when the Christian life gets difficult, it feels 
like we are at war. It’s hard to “turn the other cheek.” It isn’t 
easy to avoid behaving like “everyone else,” and there are even 
times when there is ridicule or persecution because of our faith. 
However, the Christian life is one that provides meaning to our 
existence, peace to face whatever challenges may come, joy in the 
experiences of each day, and the solid hope and anticipation of the 
promised life to come. May God bless you as you live for Him.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . DANARAN 
FREDERICK

Congratulation to Danny Frederick, Chaplain/Bible teacher 
at Hinsdale Adventist Academy, for his recent Academic 
achievement! Danny just completed his Doctorate in Family 
Ministry from Andrews University. Way to go, P. Freddy!
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NEWS ITEMS

1.  Illinois Conference Family Camp Meeting was blessed with good weather and moderate 
temperatures. Beginning last Wednesday evening, the event continued thru last Sabbath. 
Some highlights:
      Our morning and evening devotional speakers, Pastors Rufo and Medina focusing on Presenting 
Jesus Irresistibly.
      Pastor Leonardo Oliveira presented a seminar on Small Groups and creating healthy relational 
environments. This is a fantastic way to introduce people to Jesus.
 New at Camp Akita this summer is the zip line, which has been enjoyed by many of you. 
 Mike Weakley and Michael Campos led canoe excursions down the Spoon River on Thursday and 
Friday afternoons. 
 The weekend speaker, Elder Maurice Valentine, Executive Secretary of the Lake Union, shared three 
timely messages on presenting Jesus irresistibly from Revelation 14 and the Three Angel’s Messages.

2.  Summer Camp at Camp Akita.
Our new youth director, Michael Campos, reported that this summer at Camp Akita there were:
 172 decisions to accept Jesus;  115 requests for bible studies; 97 requests for baptism

Elder Campos will be passing on the baptism requests to the young person’s pastor for follow up. Praise 
the Lord, as we see Him working in the lives of our young people, and through the ministry of Camp 
Akita!

3.  I am saddened to report the death of Pastor Adalberto Alarcon. Pastor Alarcon was a former pastor 
in the Illinois Conference. We join with others in sending condolences to the family regarding this sad 
news, but, Good News, we live with the hope of the soon return of Jesus. 

4.  The June tithe report shows we are 1.2% down in tithe year to date. Please join me in continuing to 
pray that God, through his faithful people, will continue to provide the resources needed to accomplish 
the mission He has given us here in Illinois.

5.  The Education Department has written a grant to purchase the Lucy Calkins Writing Program. This 
research-based program will help students to become more proficient in their writing skills, which will 
better prepare them for life.
“At the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project, we have been working for three decades to 
develop, pilot, revise, and implement state-of-the art curriculum in writing.” -Lucy Calkins

What a blessing to our school, teachers, and most of all, our students!

6.  New Teacher: Fred Goliath is the new middle grades teacher at HAA. Many 
thanks to Mr. Goliath, as he comes out of retirement to be a blessing to HAA and the 
surrounding community.
  



RESOURCES AND IDEAS

1. DVD: The Unhooked Series: Unhooked is a series focusing on common addictions and 
unhealthy behaviors. Hear survivors tell their stories, clinical experts explain behaviors and treatment 
options, and pastors point to Jesus who brings emotional and spiritual strength. If you are fighting an 
addiction or if you are interested in learning more to support a loved one, this program will bring you the 
understanding and tools you need. AdventSource Catalog #500555 
2. Book: “Okay, All together Now…” by Don Jacobsen. Simple strategies to help transform your 
church into a House of Prayer. ISBN 9780615934044

May God bless you as you continue to advance His Kingdom.
“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.” (Philippians 1:3, New Living Translation).

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. ” 

                           - Philippians 1:3, New Living Translation

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:

www.ilcsda.org/president


