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F or a host 
of  reasons 

I  cannot delve 
into here, Job 
is  one of  my 
favori tes book 

of  the Old Testament (along with 
Eccles iastes—what does that say 
about me?) .  Of  cur ios i ty to me in 
l ight of  the theme of  educat ion is 
the end of  the book. While c hapters 
1 and 2 and 38-40 hold the s l ices 
on the Baguette de France vege-
sandwic h,  the real vegemeat comes 
in the inter vening c hapters.  These 
are c hapters s ignif icant ly raw 
and largely unedited. They are as 
humans are—struggl ing with l i fe 
and meaning. I f  we are honest . 
L ife done in community cannot be 
anything other than that for th is  i s 
the test imony of  Scr ipture. Even the 
emerging c hurc h in Acts experiences 
people s layed dead ( imagine that 
prayer meeting!) .  The topsy-tur vy 
of  loss and more loss and more loss 
c hal lenged al l  known boxes with 
whic h to put the experience. Emotions 
poured for th.  Desperat ion set in . 
This  the hear tbeat of  the book. And 
then…

Ah, but perhaps,  r ight here in the 
midst of  the pool of  tears and the 
heap of  ashes,  in th is  most sacred 
space, Job f inds the ful lness of  h is 

spir i t  open to a whole new voice. 
And this  voice belts  s ingular ly into 
his  s t i rred soul in ways that were 
not immediately of  comfor t .  And 
this  voice “educates” Job about 
how his losses mount up against 
the ful lness of  space and t ime. 
This  voices breaks into the ashes 
mingled with tears and opens the 
aper ture of  eterni ty in ways that 
bring Job from where he was to 
a place he never imagined. And 
i t  i s  in the midst of  th is  voice that 
s t i l lness enters h is  soul  for perhaps 
the f irs t  t ime in recent memory.

And the f irs t  th ing I  not ice is  that 
YHWH speaks “out of  the storm.” 
(38.1 NIV) Scr ipture cont inues to 
surprise me. God loves to use the 
unexpected as a means of  drawing 
us c loser to Him. Chris tmas has 
just  passed and we love the 
whole imagery of  “s i lent n ight .” 
Yet ,  s torms seem to be a popular 
place for God’s most impactful 
teaching and human learning. I f 
you are in a stormy place in l i fe, 
lean into those storms because I 
gotta bel ieve by the test imony of 
Scr ipture, God is  speaking. I  wish 
i t  were not so,  but Job (and El i jah) 
would beg to differ.  Storms have 
a way of  reveal ing that whic h has 

been unseen. And in that revelat ion 
can be a golden oppor tuni ty for 
memorable learning.

And what was the content of  those 
words? “Who is  th is  that obscures 
my plans with words without 
knowledge?” (v.  2) Oh man, that 
had to st ing. And yet ,  in those 
words stands an invi tat ion…and 
a reminder:  Words may not be 
knowledge! I  wi l l  avoid the obvious 
connect ion between th is  and the 
amount of  post ing across social 
media platforms.  Humanity can be 
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exposed to so many words dai ly 
and yet ,  never receive knowledge. 
Learning is  not as muc h about words 
as i t  i s  knowledge. I  can read “x” 
number of  books and bel ieve I  now 
have knowledge. I  fal l  into th is  trap 
so, so often.  Chapters of  words f i l l 
the pages between c hapter 4 and 
37 and yet ,  the poss ibi l i ty YHWH 
declares is  that l i t t le knowledge 
existed. 

J o h n  G r y s , 
P r e s i d e n t

Continued on page 8



K a t r i n a  B a u n ,
s u P e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n

The I l l inois Conference Educat ion depar tment exists 
to help grow disc iple making sc hools.   As a disc iple 
of  Jesus,  our sc hools focus not just  on academic 
excel lence; to help students l ive and be successful  in 
th is  wor ld, but on Jesus and heaven, our true home.  
Our teachers and facul ty are genuinely dedicated 
to Jesus,  doing their par t to help fulf i l l  the miss ion 
in Matthew 28. Our sc hools ser ve as one of  our 
c hurc hes’  most act ive evangel is t ic  oppor tuni t ies.  
Our c hurc hes that suppor t sc hools are priv i leged 
to touc h the l ives of  more than 450 famil ies,  180 
days a year,  throughout I l l inois.  What an amazing 
oppor tuni ty is  being handed to us to spread the love 
of  Jesus across I l l inois !   As we cont inue to reach 
l ives for Jesus,  the I l l inois Conference is  exci ted 
to cont inue to bring new sc hools to I l l inois.  In fact , 
the process has star ted to bring a unique vir tual 
sc hool for famil ies in areas that are too distant 
from a tradit ional brick-and-mor tar sc hool .  This 
endeavor is  tru ly unique as we are par tnering with 
our neighbor conferences,  Indiana, and Wisconsin in 
th is  adventure. I  encourage famil ies to prayerful ly 
consider join ing our Advent is t  educat ion system.  Let 
me share with you a few reasons why famil ies c hoose 
Advent is t  Educat ion:

1. Values-Based Educat ion:  Advent is t  sc hools are 
guided by Advent is t  pr inc iples and values.  We aim 
to provide an environment where students can learn 
and grow spir i tual ly,  moral ly,  and ethical ly.

2.  Bibl ical Integrat ion:  Advent is t  educat ion 
integrates bibl ical teachings into the curr iculum. 
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Students are taught from an Advent is t  Chris t ian 
perspect ive, foster ing a deeper understanding of 
faith and moral i ty.

3.  Character Development :  We emphasize the 
development of  c haracter trai ts  suc h as kindness, 
compassion,  integri ty,  and ser vice.  The goal is  to 
help students become wel l-rounded individuals with 
a sol id moral compass.

4.  Community and Fel lowship: Our sc hools foster a 
sense of  community and fel lowship. Students benefi t 
from a suppor t ive and nur tur ing environment where 
they can bui ld posi t ive relat ionships with teachers 
and peers.

5.  Hol is t ic  Educat ion:  Our sc hools emphasize a 
hol is t ic  approach, address ing the intel lectual , 
physical ,  social ,  and spir i tual aspects of  a c hi ld’s 
development .  This  contr ibutes to a wel l-rounded 
educat ion that goes beyond academics.

6.  Emphasis on Health :  The Seventh-day Advent is t 
Churc h s ignif icant ly focuses on health and wel lness. 
Our sc hools incorporate teachings on healthy l iv ing, 
promoting a balanced l i festyle that inc ludes proper 
nutr i t ion and physical act iv i ty.

7.  Focus on Ser vice and Miss ion:  We encourage 
students to engage in community ser vice and outreach 
act iv i t ies.  This  focus on ser vice and miss ion inst i l l s  a 
sense of  responsibi l i ty and commitment to posi t ively 
impact ing the wor ld.

Train up a child in the way he should go
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To learn more about our schools, please visit www.ilcsda.org

Katrina Baun,
Superintendent of Education

Sandra Agosto,
Assistant to the Superintendent

Lori Aguilera,
Special Education Consultant

Tiffany Salgado,
Behavioral Intervention Specialist

M e e tthe education department

We wholehear tedly embrace the truth that ,  “The true aim of  educat ion is  to 

bring man back into harmony with God,” (E .  White,  Counsel to Teachers) .  Thus,  in 

our sc hools,  we seek to awaken minds,  equip students,  and develop c haracter. 
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Educated by Jesus: Expect the Unexpected

Pastor alexander ramirez,
rockford sda church

paralyzed; i t  was l ike the downtown 
of  your c i ty.  Jesus sees a man lying 
beside the pool for 38 years, 
wait ing for someone to help him to 
enter first  into the pool at the r ight 
moment and get healed. Indeed, 
i t  i s  a pathet ic scenario.  Then, the 
most bizarre quest ion is  heard: 
“Do you want to get wel l?” (John 
5:6) .  I f  I  were there, I  could l i s ten 
to the people saying, “Daahh… of 
course!” “Don’t  you see him trying 
faithful ly every day to be as c lose 
as poss ible to the pool? !” But the 
real i ty is  that the best of  th is  man 
for 38 years was not enough! This 
man was expect ing to be there for 
another th ir ty-something years !  And 
Jesus was there wishing to provide 
wel lness and wholeness to th is  man, 
and He hopes to give the same to 
each of  us.  When the disabled man 
responds aff irmatively to Jesus ’ 
quest ion,  he’s met with a c hal lenge 
from the Lord: “Get up, pick up your 
mat,  and walk!” (John 5:8) In other 
words,  “Do the imposs ible,  expect 
the unexpected!”  

L iv ing with Jesus is  an experience 
that wi l l  compel us to c hange the 
status quo of  ordinary l i fe and to 
thr ive for something more promis ing 
or unexpected. In the Bible,  Jesus 
invi tes the bel iever to experience 
the ful lness of  l iv ing with purpose 
as we walk with Him. I  l ike to give 
gifts  and surprise my wife and kids 
with something that they are not 
expectng, and let me tel l  you, God 
wants to surprise His c hi ldren with 
beaut ifu l  gif ts  as wel l .  He has way 
more to offer than I  could ever th ink 
to give to my family.  He has a good 
surprise for each of  us.  I t  i s  hard to 
bel ieve, especial ly in our busy and 
complex generat ion with downs and 
few parentheses of  happiness.  St i l l , 
we should learn to l ive expect ing 
the unexpected because God can 
do the imposs ible.  Jesus says,  “ If 
you have faith . . .  you could say to 
th is  mountain,  ‘Move from here to 
there,’  and i t  would move. Nothing 
would be imposs ible (Matthew 
17:20).  When I  read my Bible,  I  see 
God’s people l iv ing in a way that 
expects the unexpected because He 
could do the imposs ible for them. 
Fishers,  lawyers,  k ings,  prophets, 
leppers,  locals or s trangers;  a 
whole town crossed the sea on foot 
without gettng wet,  l ions with their 
mouths shut ,  and prophets fed by 
ravens; God is  ABLE! He is  more 
capable than Elon Musk!  That ’s 
my God, and He st i l l  i s  today. My 
loving, amazing, powerful  heavenly 
Father wants to surprise us with 
good things.  He promised to “open 

the windows of  heaven… [and] 
pour out bless ing so great you 
won’t  have enough room to take i t 
in !” (Malac hi 3:10).  
Jesus is  in the business of  re-
educat ing us to l ive expect ing the 
unexpectedly ful l  l i fe:  “The th ief 
comes only to steal and ki l l  and 
destroy; I  have come that they may 
have l i fe and have i t  to the ful l” 
(John 10:10 NIV) .  L is ten,  God is  not 
trying to rain on your parade! He 
wants you to have a ful l  l i fe!  Our 
heavenly Father’s  definit ion of  “ful l 
l i fe” is  better than anybody else’s. 
Over and over,  I  see how God asks, 
“Do you want a ful l  l i fe?” He wants 
you to drink ful ly from the real l iv ing 
water.  Jesus said to the woman 
at the wel l  in Samaria, “Everyone 
who drinks th is  water wi l l  be th irs ty 
again,  but whoever drinks the water 
I  give them wi l l  never th irs t .  Indeed, 
the water I  give them wi l l  become in 
them a spring of  water wel l ing up 
to eternal l i fe” (John 4:13-14).   
In John 5, Jesus is  walking by a pool . 
The place was ful l  of  people who 
were s ick,  bl ind, lame, homeless,  and 

Continued on page 8



Page 5
Focus

ILLINOIS

Adventist Education That Brings Us Together
Have you ever experienced a student grow to have 
a l i fe-saving relat ionship with Jesus in our Advent is t 
Sc hools? I  have. I t  i s  an amazing experience. For 
those who have yet to experience th is  or have not 
experienced i t  in a whi le,  I  invi te you to par tner with 
me in suppor t ing Advent is t  Educat ion in the I l l inois 
Conference. 

I  am convicted of  Advent is t  Educat ion’s great 
impor tance in our t ime. Perhaps you sense th is  too. 
As we approach the Second Coming with increasing 
intens i ty,  cons ider if  th is  generat ion of  young people 
wi l l  be the one to usher in the great event of  Jesus ’ 
return.  I f  i t  i s  not th is  generat ion,  are they equipped 
to disc iple the next generat ion?

I  envis ion Jesus at the center of  Advent is t  Educat ion. 
This  educat ion is  not just  for our sc hools.  Jesus centered 
Advent is t  Educat ion should also be in our c hurc hes and 
our homes. Imagine the three working together!

For our I l l inois Conference pastors,  provide that Chris t-
l ike presence at our sc hools.  Be there as an extension 
of  Chris t ’s  Character for the students,  parents,  and 

P a s t o r  i r a  B a r t o l o m e ,
d o w n e r s  G r o v e  s d a  c h u r c h

staff.  For our educators,  we know the incredible minis try 
you provide in the c lassroom. Invi te and provide an 
oppor tuni ty for c hurc h members to suppor t ,  volunteer 
and give to your sc hool .  For every member of  I l l inois 
Conference, make yourself  avai lable to pray dai ly 
for an Advent is t  sc hool .  Do not s top there. Pray for 
each sc hool-age c hi ld in your c hurc h!  Ask God for His 
leading for you to volunteer at the c losest Advent is t 
sc hool .

Here are 9 ways I l l inois Conference members could be 
involved in an Advent is t  Sc hool :

1.   Provide prayer and spir i tual suppor t .
2.   Help with Home and Sc hool ,  connect the bond 
between the home and sc hool .
3.   Help with community outreach and ser vice projects 
through our sc hools.
4.   Provide tec hnology ass is tance.
5.  Help with the l ibrary and classroom l ibraries.
6.   Provide special ized workshops or seminars for the 
students.
7.   Organize extracurr icular act iv i t ies.
8.   Ass is t  teachers during or outs ide sc hool hours.
9.   Help with tutor ing and mentoring.

Continued on page 8
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written by Alpine ChristiAn sChool stUDent, AUrore iGihoZo

Camp Akita has been a great experience for me. I have stayed 
there for their summer camp for two summers. The first time 
I went to Camp Akita, I thought it was going to be a really 
strict Christian camp, but I was wrong. The weeks are filled with 
nothing but fun. Camp Akita has also helped me grow closer to 
God and socialize more with more people. I have made many 
memories that I have gotten to share with the new friends I 
made at camp.

My relationship with God was not strong before Camp Akita. 
That changed. I would wake up and read a verse from the 
Bible and write down what I learned. I also learned many new 
Christian songs, which I listen to every day. I have witnessed 
so many people get baptized and proclaiming Christ as their 
Savior and I wonder, “When am I getting baptized?”

One of  my favorite parts of  Camp Akita is waking up every 
morning and doing skits of  daily verses. Our cabin used scenes 
from movies like Toy Story, Mean Girls, and Beauty and the 
Beast. Afternoon worship felt like I was stepping into a whole 
new world. I sang my heart out every day.

I did many cool and fun things -- zip-lining, rock climbing, and 
riding the big horses at Camp Akita. I was even scared to try 
most of  the activities, but after giving it a chance, I got the 
hang of  it. Zip-lining was one of  my favorite activities because 
I wanted to get over my fear of  heights. Additionally, I got 
“blobbed,” which is when you sit at the very end of  the big 
floaty, and one to three people can jump from an edge onto the 
blob, causing you to go high up in the air.

Camp Akita is not just a summer camp, to me. It is a special 
place - a place where I can be myself. Even though I have only 
been there for two years, I feel like I’ve gone there my whole 
life. Camp Akita has helped me grow as a person. It also helped 
me grow spiritually. I became more social and created many 
friendships and memories that I hope will last forever.

If  you would like to learn more about our summer 
camp programs, visit www.campakita.com
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Whether educat ion occurs in a c lassroom f i l led with seventh graders or a 
univers i ty room f i l led with theology students or a training event held by our 
conference, let us never fal l  into the trap that words are knowledge. YHWH 
is about to extend the learning environment into eterni ty and braces Job for 
what is  coming…and i t  ser ves as an invi tat ion to us,  “Brace yourself.  I  wi l l 
quest ion you.” And now, as eterni ty begins we’ve entered into an educat ion 
for the ages.  Stay tuned!

Continued from page 1 | Grys

These are just  a few ideas!  Volunteer acts can add up to an amazing sc hool 
year for a young person. I t  has muc h potent ial  for a student to develop a 
vibrant relat ionship with Jesus.  My Sc hool Board Chair reminds me often 
that our Advent is t  Sc hool i s  evangel ism 10 months out of  the year.  What a 
priv i lege and oppor tuni ty God has given to us as we work together.

Continued from page 5 | Bar tolome

8. Small  Class Sizes:  Our sc hools offer smal ler c lasses,  al lowing for more 
personal ized attent ion and individual ized instruct ion.  This  benefi ts  s tudents 
who thr ive in a more int imate learning environment .

Today’s c hi ldren face many struggles and temptat ions that differ greatly 
from our Advent is t  bel iefs.   Our sc hools ’  par tner with parents to provides a 
safe place for students grow and develop; to see God’s plan for their l ives. 
Proverbs 22:6 tel l s  us,  “Train up a c hi ld in the way he should go, and when 
he is  old, he wi l l  not depar t from i t .”   This  i s  God’s promise to us;  i f  we fulf i l l 
“our par t” as parents,  He is  fai thful  and just  to fulf i l l  His par t . 

This  wor ld is  not our home; as a parent ,  I  want nothing more than to see my 
c hi ldren in heaven with me someday.  Don’t  you want to give your c hi ld every 
oppor tuni ty to see Jesus and have a relat ionship with Him?

Continued from page 2 | Baun

When the man obeyed and made the effor t ,  he was whole -physical ly, 
mental ly,  emotional ly,  social ly,  and spir i tual ly.  God is  more generous,  k ind, 
and mercifu l  than any good parent .  He takes del ight in surpris ing us when we 
expect the unexpected. Today, He is  also invi t ing you to l ive,  expect ing the 
unexpected.  
Pray with me, “Eternal God, thank you for the joy of  your surprises.  You do 
more for us than we can even ask or imagine.  Lead us safely to the refuge of 
your choosing, for we know you desire to give us a ful l  l i fe.  Give us wisdom to 
evalua te each act ion as we refuse to devia te from the pa th of  integri ty.  Please 
help us to l ive according to your wi l l ,  expect ing the unexpected. In your mighty 
name. Amen.”    

Continued from page 4 | Ramirez


